
God, we all know, is infinite, without bounds of time or space, and beyond his own
creation. When we acknowledge God’s infinity, we agree that when God creates, he does
not reduce himself. Making a hundred, thousand, or million more worlds would not
exhaust or tax God. We also acknowledge that God has the capacity to be everywhere and
see all things without limit. We also accept that God alone reigns over and above all he
creates, without effective challenge.

Within God’s infinite nature and, for all our puny
purposes, infinite creation, we also see infinite
multiplicity. Atoms, molecules, and grains of sand, or in
the current smallest-particle vernacular, quarks, protons,
and neutrons, are effectively countless, as are the
bacteria, insects, larger animals, and even planets, stars,
and galaxies astrophysicists also find too many to count.

These things are not only countless but also differ in their individual attributes. Few of
anything God creates is exactly the same. So many things, not just humans with their
distinctive DNA but also viruses, algaes, snowflakes, and meteorites, are each unique.
God is infinite but not in a uniform, boring sort of way. God’s creation is instead
infinitely multiple, diversity without end.

Yet although God’s infinity is multiple, with endless variety, God’s infinity is nonetheless
at the same time unitary. All things, near and distant, small and large, exist and behave
under the same laws, even though we still find those laws mysterious in their depths. God
draws all things together under his same sovereignty, in an endlessly vast but still single
and strangely unified universe. God’s infinity includes both multiplicity and unity, unity
and multiplicity.

And so is love both unity and multiplicity. When the apostle John writes that God is love,
we get the sense that God’s unity and multiplicity is what we also find in God’s love.
God’s love both holds together and holds separate. Two cannot love as God would have
them do so, without joining, unifying, agreeing. The Bible tells us: can two walk together
but that they agree? Yet two cannot love as God would have them love, without each
accepting and affirming that the other is equal, apart, and free. Love is only and always
voluntary, not compelled. Indeed, two cannot love without recognizing that the other
differs in form, being, and identity. God’s love thus holds together while wholly affirming
separateness, difference, multiplicity. In God’s unity and multiplicity, we come fully
together as the body of Christ.


