
Have you ever worried that God might run out? Run out of patience? Run out of
time? Run out of attention? Stop listening to prayers? Stop listening to concerns?
Stop supplying your needs? We are so familiar in the world with things that run out.
Everything material, apart from God, does run out. Tires, brakes, and transmissions
run out, and then the vehicle runs out, too. The roof, heating and cooling system,
electrical system, and plumbing wear out, and then the home wears out, too. One’s
knees, wrists, elbows, feet, eyesight, hearing, and energy run out, and then one’s
body gives out, too. Resources run out, economies run out, nations run out, cultures
run out, and a whole people disappear, too. Time runs out. Space runs out.
Everything runs out. Doesn’t God run out, too?

God, though, cannot run out. Running out is a property of
finitude, when God is instead infinite. That prayer of
yours that God just heard? He’s not one whit less able to
hear another prayer of yours. That healing? That comfort?
That extra bit of energy just to get through the day? God is
not one bit less able to grant you another healing, another
comfort, another extra bit of energy for your next trying

day. God is inexhaustible. We certainly can’t exhaust him. It would be arrogance of
quite another kind to believe that we could diminish God to a size less than our
own. Faith includes recognizing the unlimited, unbounded, inexhaustible nature of
God. Your situation is not so difficult to him, not so hopeless, not so beyond his
reach, that he lacks capacity to intervene. God is always able.

God is also always willing, although willingness always comes on God’s better
terms than your own. Just like you cannot exhaust God’s capacity to hear, act, heal,
comfort, and supply, you cannot exhaust God’s willingness to do good for you and
others. Yet we have a degree of choice in the matter. We may reject God’s better
offer, his better terms, for our own terms, which are never better than his, although
they may look so to us. God may show us the path down which our healing,
comfort, and provision are, while we choose a different path. His path is always
better, not because his path is easier or even more sure to meet our immediate
needs, but because he is at the end of his path, and we can never do any better. God
never runs out. He is inexhaustible.


