
Surprising to some, God made both good and bad. Indeed, Isaiah quotes God as
saying so: “I form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create calamity;
I am the Lord, who does all these things.” But wouldn’t a good God only create
good? What role does bad, or even evil, have in God’s good creation? Aren’t bad
and evil solely the result of humankind’s Fall? These questions approach that
stumbling block that so many agnostics and atheists place in front of themselves
and others, and not a few doubting Christians do likewise, when they ask why a
good God allows evil. God, the Bible’s histories tell us, even uses deception,
sending a lying spirit into the mouths of a king’s false prophets. Who is this strange
God?

The answers to these questions can change depending
on who asks the question about what particular bad or
evil. Take Isaiah’s quote above. God’s context there
was judging an increasingly idolatrous and evil Israel.
In that context, God’s allowing calamity to befall Israel
was doing Israel a favor, bringing it swiftly or at least

surely back to repentance. But judging is not always God’s context for allowing
disaster. Often, bad things are simply consequences, either of our own wrong
actions or the wrong actions of others. Bad things like hurricanes can also accrue
out of our as-yet-unredeemed world. Bad things can have several causes. And that
God allows many of them to occur may be more a matter of his mercy and grace,
meaning his unwillingness to put us out of our well-earned misery, than any desire
to see us suffer.

But consider again that God is the God both of blessing and disaster, indeed the
God of all things, including the redeemer of disaster. God’s creation clearly has the
prospect for both good and bad. Just see what today brings. Yet so many of the
disasters that befall us, deserved or undeserved, turn out to relate to restoration and
renewal. God’s good world wouldn’t necessarily be a perfect world because a
perfect world would leave nothing for the margins. A good world must have
margins, where we all find ourselves and many of our family members and friends
at one time or another. Death to one thing brings birth to another. The bad that God
allows often redeems, restores, and renews that part of us, or that whole of us, that
dwells outside his kingdom or at his kingdom’s margins.


