
Heaven and earth are such fundamental concepts of the Christian faith that we may be
missing their impact and import. We may be thinking of those concepts like moderns tend to
think of things rather than as the ancients thought of them. And in doing so, we may be
setting up unnecessary obstacles for ourselves while missing out on important things.

The modern view of heaven and earth is that they
are two more-or-less equivalent but somehow
divided material realms. Everything is, after all,
material, and not just to the modern secular
materialist but also to the Christian who, like just
about everyone else today, thinks like a materialist.
We all became materialists after Galileo’s telescopes
showed us the heavens aren’t filled with paradise

but instead dead planets or flaming star balls, and Copernicus’s mathematics showed us the
earth revolved around the sun rather than the other way around. And getting rid of that
perspective to consider biblical constructs like heaven and earth the way that the biblical
authors thought of those constructs is, well, harder than we think. Critics of the Bible, at
least, use their materialist worldview to denigrate its content, even though the biblical
authors weren’t thinking like materialists.

The ancients were instead thinking about heaven and earth in ways that telescopes and
mathematics can’t spoil. To the biblical authors, earth is the embodied realm, the dimension
in which human senses work. Our bodies with their senses are marvelous things. But we are
not everything we put ourselves up to be. We are certainly not omniscient. Our senses can’t
even see many of the things we’ve developed tools, like the telescope and mathematics, to
see. To the ancients, heaven is the disembodied realm, the dimension our embodied senses
can’t directly perceive, in which another form of causative being and cognition nonetheless
exists. Our embodiment, as marvelous but limited as it is, is the difference between heaven
and earth. It helps us to think of heaven as up there, not because it is literally higher but
because it is higher in form, unrestricted in the nature of our senses and bodies.

The beautiful things about God’s two realms include first that both realms are good and
second that God would have us rule over both realms, even though we don’t directly
perceive one of them. Christ ruled over both, and we have Christ’s authority to rule over the
unseen causative things that influence, comfort, and disturb us. Thank God for heaven and
earth. We can also thank God for telescopes and mathematics, just that we need to use them
properly in their place.


