
Where is God? Or to state the question just a little more broadly, what is the locus
of the divine? It’s a pretty simple question. Christians have different ways of
answering that question than those who do not believe in God. One supposes that a
secular materialist, the person who does not believe in any god, would beg the
question. The secularist would say the divine has no locus, no god existing. You
won’t locate God because God does not exist. Yet secularists tend, like the rest of
us, to embrace a more or less natural morality, discouraging plainly bad things like
murder, rape, and perhaps even property crimes like robbery, theft, and vandalism.
Secularists tend even to decry poverty, urge charity, and feel for the homeless. They
thus carry the spark of the divine even if not recognizing that spark as divinity.
Their challenge then becomes where to locate that spark of divinity that mandates
morality. Too often, the secularist places that mantle of divinity in the state. The
government is the exalted thing to which all must bow. And if all did so adequately,
then all would find utopia. So seems to be the secularist’s default stance. Absent
God, the state must rule because humans plainly need ruling.

The Christian, though, doesn’t cede divinity to the
state. Government can be a very good thing, but
government is never the thing. The state is not the
source of morality, not the spark of divinity toward
which all should turn and on which all should
ultimately rely. Instead, the Christian reserves
divinity for God. Yet that reservation of ultimate
good for the inherently good God doesn’t answer
where God is in the Christian’s view. Christians
could simply turn to God’s nature to say that God is
everywhere, unconstrained by space and time,
although perhaps also nowhere at the same time,
given that God is not finite. Those assertions of

God’s transcendent character would hold helpful grains of truth. But given Christ’s
advent as human, crucifixion death, resurrection to eternal life, and outpouring of
his Spirit to all followers, Christians can more pointedly say that God also dwells
inside. We have received the fallen seed. You want to see God? Accept his Son’s
redemption, turn from those things that God despises, and then meet God inside.


