
Deconstruction is again all the rage. Academics have been deconstructing history, art,
literature, society, and anything else that came in their paths, with the intent not just to
understand those things but to change them fundamentally, since the rise of critical
theory in the period between World War I and World War II. Critical academics didn’t
spare the Bible, either. Critical theory’s influence in the seminaries spawned
generations of scholars who challenged not only the Bible’s authorship, authority, and
historicity, but also its morality, currency, reliability, and doctrine. Their critical views
also influenced the pastorate, while parishioners tried to hold fast to their faith. But
recently, popular Christian podcasters, youtubers, pastors, and others in the church
have begun deconstructing not just biblical doctrine but their own faith, while
encouraging those in the pews to do likewise. Naturally, reports indicate that the young
follow in droves. And accordingly, many leave or ignore the faith.

Deconstruction, meaning to challenge
everything right down to the roots, can be a
good thing. Churches can responsibly maintain
forums where members and guests can ask hard
questions. But believing that deconstruction is a
neutral process that removes distorting lenses is
a dangerous myth. Deconstruction, advocated

and supported by critical theory, is instead a distorting lens of its own. We cannot
avoid seeing things through worldviews or perspectives. For us, no neutral perspective
exists. None of us is without defect, and no critical school or theory of ours is without
its own defects, either.

From what stance, then, do we really purport to deconstruct our Christian faith, other
than our own knowledge of good and evil? And how is that deconstruction, based on
our own belief in our own superior stance, any different than what Adam and Eve did
in the garden when they reached for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? One
cannot really deconstruct the fundamentals of one’s Christian faith, only accept or
reject it. Any deconstruction of Christian faith from outside of its fundamental tenets
must first reject its core tenet, which is to trust in God as our infinite superior. So as
you appropriately examine and refine your Christian faith, do so only under the
Spirit’s own guidance. Don’t adopt someone else’s distorting lens, even the distorting
lens of a popular podcaster or youtuber, to examine and deconstruct your Christian
faith. Instead, let your Christian faith examine and deconstruct you.


