
We constantly think through a lens of causality. And though causal reasoning is
powerful, it also distorts. We assume with every thought that we are causative
agents in a mechanistic world. Like the scientific materialists whom we are, we
think that everything is a matter of, “If I do this, then that will result.” If I go to
church every Sunday, my kids will stay Christian. If I exercise every day, I will stay
healthy. If this, then that. If not this, then not that. Every action produces a reaction,
mechanistically, and so everything depends on our right actions in the world. If our
kids or grandkids aren’t right, then someone or something is the cause of that result.
We need only fix the cause, and we’ll have the result. We are social scientists at
heart.

Yet the Bible isn’t a science book. And
its primary lessons aren’t causal. They
aren’t “if this, then that.” We can see
causes and results woven through the
Bible’s narrative. The Bible holds
many powerful lessons on causation,
like don’t exasperate your children,
but instruct them in the Lord. The

implication is that you’ll see the results. But while the Bible has many lessons on
causation, the Bible’s primary lesson isn’t that we are our world’s causative agents.
The Bible’s primary lesson is instead that we are God’s representatives in his world.
The Bible teaches embodiment, not causation. We aren’t so much to be in the world
to make it a better place, although that is good, too. We are instead to be in the
world as God is in the world. We are microcosms, joining heaven and earth within
us, as Christ formed the world and entered his world to join it to him.

So, then, do good. Do right. Be a tool of good, not a weapon of bad, in the world.
But don’t think that you’re only here in the world as a causative agent. God has that
under control. And don’t get too bent out of shape when your actions don’t produce
your desired results. Instead, know that as you go about doing what good you can,
and avoiding doing harm as you can, you are balancing heaven and earth within
you. And no matter what results your actions produce, the balance of heaven and
earth you carry within you and shine through you is wholly enough. The rewards
aren’t in the results. The rewards are in carrying God’s image.


