
We are always becoming something, becoming the next thing, closer to our God-given
identity and our God-image, God-glorifying goal. We are never finished but instead
always growing, learning, changing, and we hope maturing. We are somedays our
better selves and other days our worst selves. We even say things about others on their
good and bad days like, “Oh, that’s not like him” or, contrarily, “Oh, that’s exactly like
her.” We recognize that our existence is never quite our essence. Our essence, the
substance of who we are to become, lies always just beyond us, just out of our reach,
toward which we are constantly striving. God’s Spirit is constantly transforming and
redeeming us because we are inside God’s creation, as God’s created.

God, though, is utterly unlike us in that becoming,
maturing, changing respect. To put it in a fancy
way, God’s existence and essence are coextensive.
In plainer terms, God is who he is at all times that
he is. With God, you get all of who he is
whenever and wherever you sense his presence.
You don’t get the better of God or the worse of
God, the good side of God or the bad side. You

don’t get God on an on day or an off day. You don’t get a distracted God or an
impatient God, an indulgent God or a strict God, a caring God or an uncaring God.
With God, you get God, the same God yesterday, today, and tomorrow. These things
are true of God because he is uncreated rather than becoming. God is both outside or
beyond, and inside or present in, his creation.

We may too often miss the glory, comfort, and inspiration of God’s consistency, his
all-in-at-all-times nature. We believe the popular verse to trust in the Lord rather than
our own understanding, knowing he will make our paths straight. And we know that
God’s love for his creation, illumined by Christ’s self-sacrifice, is the ground for our
confident belief. Yet we shortchange God if we overlook that he brings everything to
the proverbial table whenever he sits down with us. He is an all-in God at all times, not
one to give a little more or less of himself depending on mood or whim. When we
don’t see his nature as the same in all situations, we are looking too much at our
situation, not at him.


