
Do things happen that are outside of the apparent rules of nature? How does a
rational person make sense of what appears to be irrational, appears to be against
what we know and observe to be reliable natural rules? We depend greatly on things
working as they usually do. Should we believe, though, that sometimes things work
far better, indeed, so far better as to be beyond natural explanation?

Any rational person would want to know. A miracle implies an occurrence that one
cannot explain by other than reference to something outside of the natural. Miracles
can certainly be natural in appearance, such as a miraculous healing. Healing alone
is not miraculous. People recover with some frequency, where the recovery appears
entirely natural, even if extraordinary. But some healing, under the unusual
circumstances that it occurs, such as with its rapidity, completeness, lack of natural
explanation, or perfect coincidence with another event, such as the touch of Jesus or
one of his followers then, or earnest prayer or anointing with oil today, seems
clearly miraculous.

Similarly, people find long-lost things at perfectly opportune moments through
some inexplicable thought, fortuity, or signal. They meet just the right person who
has just the right solution at just the right moment, though the meeting was so
improbable as to appear impossible. Incredible opportunities arise out of nowhere
that perfectly match the skills, needs, interests, or beliefs of the person realizing
them. Lives develop, relief comes, circumstances fall into place, against such
astronomic improbability as to demand explanation outside of natural causes. Think
back across your own life. How many extraordinary things have happened in your
favor that could not possibly bear natural explanation?

Significantly, Jesus’s miracles are this natural-but-miraculous type. Storms
regularly and natural calm, but only miraculously at an instant word from Jesus.
Fishermen regularly and naturally catch nets full of fish, but only miraculously in
such abundance at an instant word from Jesus. Fish regularly and naturally swallow
all manner of artificial things, but only miraculously would a fish at just the right
moment hold a coin in its mouth to pay the temple tax for Jesus. Wine is a plentiful
commodity at Middle Eastern wedding banquets, but only miraculously would large
jars that Jesus just had ordered filled with water promptly turn to the finest wine.
The region held enough bread and fish to feed thousands, but only miraculously



would a bit of bread and fish feed those thousands at a prayer from Jesus, leaving
more than when they started.

More significantly, the Bible’s miracles are all for the same point, to prove that
Jesus is God, in control of whatever he desires to control, always to glorify his
Father. Jesus did not do miracles for show. Indeed, he did nothing when standing
before Herod who wanted to see Jesus perform magic. Jesus also did not do
miracles to permanently improve natural circumstances. Jesus calmed the storm
once but did not banish all storms. Jesus fed thousands twice but did not give them
an inexhaustible lifetime supply of fish and bread. Jesus healed persons and even
brought them back to life, but those persons eventually succumbed to illness and
death. Instead, Jesus did miracles to confirm and promote the faith of those present
and of those who would hear about them. Mark 6:5 and Matthew 13:58 both record
that Jesus did no miracles in his hometown when its residents refused to believe in
him. What would be the point?

Thus, the question may not so much be whether miracles occur at all or whether
they still occur today. Life gives many opportunities to witness the miraculous. The
question is to whom or what one is willing to give the credit. You can credit blind
probability, randomness at work, and the human mind’s desire to see pattern where
no pattern exists—even where statisticians would calculate the odds to be beyond
any reasonable probability. Or you can credit God at work and then see what
happens next when you do. The greater your faith, the greater your reward.

You might even choose to ask God to show you a miracle, not out of doubt, because
he doesn’t favor doubters with gift miracles, but instead to confirm his presence
with you. The Bible records such instances. Gideon asked God to wet a fleece one
morning but dry the fleece another morning, and God did, leading Gideon to
victorious battle. Elijah called for fire to fall from the sky to consume the doused
offering, to show God’s glorious presence, and God did, proving Elijah a great
prophet. Jesus called Lazarus from the tomb after praying aloud, to show the
gathered crowd that God answers. Miracles happen when they allow God to
confirm his presence through your faith.

The one least likely to witness a miracle, and even less likely to acknowledge the
miracle when witnessed, is the one who has the attitude of the above questioner.



One must have faith to believe in miracles, but it also takes faith to see the miracles.
Begin to see God’s miracles around you, from small to large. You are a miracle, and
so is the life that you lead. Credit God for showering you with miracles, more than
you can count. Then don’t hesitate to ask God for more miracles, small and large,
not to test him and demand that he proves himself to you, but instead to glorify him
in proof of the role of faith.

Witnessing miracles may be like solving certain puzzles. Some things, like the
solution to a challenging problem, you cannot see until you imagine them to be
present, at which moment they become perfectly evident. God doesn’t strike you
over your head with miracles, beating on you until you accept that he exists. He just
continues to invite you to see his steady, gracious, gift-bestowing presence, until
you learn to call on him to show you even more of himself and his gifts, that you
may celebrate and worship him, and show him to others.

Thus, to answer the question, miracles don’t just happen. Instead, God grants them,
with plan and purpose. Know his plan, and know his purpose, and you will both see
more miracles and receive more reward. Ask him for more miracles, with faith in
Jesus that you receive them, and with the right motive to honor and proclaim him,
and you will receive even more gifts. Faith first, then miracles. No faith, no
miracles. Miracles are God’s design, with purpose. We indeed live in a natural
world, with rules. But God made the rules, and God does as he desires, which is to
love and bless you, even with miracl


