
Yes, you can please God. Bible verse after verse shares how God delights in those
who seek him. Deuteronomy 30:9 states that although God’s people stray, when his
people return to him, the Lord again delights in them, just as he delighted in their
ancestors. Psalm 18:19 records that God rescued king David, bringing him out into
a secure and spacious place, because the Lord delighted in David. Psalm 35:27, also
of David, records that the Lord delights when his servants are doing well. First
Kings 10:9 records the Queen of Sheba telling David’s son, king Solomon, that
Solomon had so delighted the Lord that the Lord made him king over Israel. Psalm
149:4 echoes that the Lord delights in his people.

We have many ways to please God. We please God when relying on him. Psalm
147:11 states that the Lord delights in those who, fearing him, put their hope in his
unfailing love. We also please God, indeed delight him, simply when we understand
that he is kind, just, and righteous, as Jeremiah 9:24 states. We also please God
when he finds no blame in us. Proverbs 11:20 states that the Lord delights in those
who are blameless. We also please God when he can trust us. Proverbs 12:22 states
that the Lord delights in those who are trustworthy. We especially please God when
our Savior comes to vindicate us, as Isaiah 62:4 intimates.

Pleasing God, though, isn’t about meeting all his commands, all the time, in just the
way that he would have you apply them. Christians know that no one other than the
perfect Son of God, Jesus Christ, can fully please God. Pleasing God isn’t even
always about anything else that we necessarily do. Pleasing God isn’t always about
us. Indeed, Romans 8:8 says that we cannot please God in the flesh, out of our own
effort in human striving. Hebrews 11:6 repeats that without faith, we cannot
possibly please God. We must instead accept God’s Spirit and live in the Spirit,
close to God. Pleasing God involves knowing who God is and what God has done,
as the Spirit informs us. We must live in the Spirit, out of faith in Christ, to please
God.

God thus just takes great delight in us, rejoicing over us with singing, when in his
love he stops his rebuke and shows himself as our Mighty Warrior who saves us, as
Zephaniah 3:17 records. Remember that all heaven rejoices when so few as one
repents, as Jesus himself said in Luke 15:7. God simply delights in us at times, out
of his own desire to show mercy, as Micah 7:18 records. To question whether we



are even able to please God, whether pleasing God is possible, is to reject faith,
reject the Spirit, and misunderstand who God is. We will not please God when
thinking that pleasing God is impossible, when we attribute to God not the grace
and mercy that he shows so utterly in the sacrifice of his own Son, but instead
attribute to God meagerness, stinginess that simply is not him. We must instead live
by faith in him, as Hebrews 10:38 states when saying that if we shrink back from
him, short of faith, he takes no pleasure in us.

Then, as we know our God of grace, we delight in keeping his commands, which
further pleases him, not just to extend us his abundant grace but also to see us turn
to seeking his desires. As 1 Thessalonians 4:1 states, assured of salvation in Jesus
Christ, we then walk more and more to please God. First faith, then obedience. As
Hebrews 13:21 states, our faith in Christ enables God to work in us that which
pleases him. God’s work in us through his Son Jesus Christ perfected us at once,
making us fully able to please God, although his Spirit continues to sanctify us, as
Hebrews 10:14 records.

We thus please God through his Son Jesus Christ. Recall that at Jesus’s baptism,
God’s voice came from heaven saying that Jesus pleased God, as Mark 1:11
records. Jesus had just received God’s Spirit but not yet performed miracles, healed
hundreds, or submitted to crucifixion and risen from the dead. Yet God was already
well pleased with Jesus for who he is, God’s Son. Jesus already had his completed
works in him. Recall also that at Jesus’s transfiguration, as recorded at Matthew
17:5, God said that Jesus was his Son in whom God was well pleased, and to listen
to him. Thus, when we do as Jesus did, receiving the Spirit to listen to Jesus, we
please God. As the apostle Paul wrote in Hebrews 13:15-16, when we do good and
share sacrificially, as was Jesus’s nature, we please God.

Pleasing God, by the way, brings great reward. Do you want peace with your
enemies? Proverbs 16:7 states that’s exactly what you get when you please the
Lord. Do you want to enter God’s kingdom? Luke 12:32 states that’s exactly what
you get when you please the Lord. Do you want the path of life, fullness of joy, and
pleasures forevermore? Psalm 16:11 states that’s exactly what you get when you
please the Lord. God would not offer rewards without making those rewards
attainable. God expects you to please him and wants to reward you.



Now, here’s the remarkable thing: if you are a Christian, then you already please the
Lord. Those rewards just mentioned? They are already yours. The apostle Paul
teaches us this lesson in Galatians 3 where he warns against pursuing works of the
law over accepting the faith of Jesus. We receive the Spirit by faith, not by works.
All our righteous acts are little more than filthy rags, Isaiah 64:6 reminds us. God
blesses us for our faith, not for works of the law. We trust Christ. Our seeking to
please God comes not from chasing rewards or out of obligation but because Christ
loves us and so we love Christ. Yes, you can please God. You already do when you
love his Son Jesus Christ.


