
Obedience is indeed a critical commitment for Christians. As Matthew 6:33 and
Luke 12:31 both record, Jesus said to seek God’s kingdom first, to do his will,
rather than to chase after one’s own food, clothing, and drink. When a woman said
to Jesus that God blessed his mother for bearing him, recorded in Luke 11:27-28,
Jesus replied that God instead blesses those who hear his word and obey. In John
8:51, Jesus said that whoever obeys his word will never die. In John 14:23, Jesus
said that those who love him obey his teaching. Jesus’s great commission, his last
words before ascending to his Father, included to teach others to obey everything he
had commanded. Evil spirits, the wind, and the waves obeyed Jesus, and so should
we. Christians submit their lives and will to God.

But what does obeying God mean? How, as the questioner asks, can one obey God,
when God does not appear to be giving one directions day by day? In truth, though,
God is not absent. He does know what’s going on with each of us, and through his
Spirit he does speak to us and engage us in his work. God also gives us abundant
direction, in his holy word and through those who teach and share his word. The
Bible has hundreds of commands, warnings, exhortations, and admonitions, and
hundreds more illustrations of those commands. One would have to deliberately
turn a blind eye to all that instruction, and reject the Spirit’s movement through
one’s conscience, to say that God does not give enough guidance for humans to
obey.

Christians don’t merely know God’s word, the Bible, in the abstract. To seek God’s
daily commands and counsel is part of why Christians begin many days with
devotions, studying God’s word. The question often isn’t basic knowledge of
Christian doctrine, like the meaning of Jesus’s sacrifice or the significance of the
resurrection, those fundamentals that Christians know, love, and trust. Dwelling on
those subjects can lead one into rich communion with God, in worshipful humility,
as Christians should constantly live. Yet the daily question, beyond walking in
God’s presence, is often what God expects from his followers that day.

And so, the Bible fills itself with instruction on everything of daily significance,
from when one rises in the morning to how one dresses, how one adorns oneself,
what one eats and drinks, how one greets and cares for one’s spouse and children,
and how one works and treats one’s employees or employer. The Bible’s instruction



is not just on how to care for oneself and relate to others, the externals, but also how
to think and respond in the healthiest manner, internally. The Bible instructs on
every conceivable human response to circumstances, whether pride or humility, joy
or sadness, diligence or sloth, honor or offense, disclosure or secrecy, generosity or
stinginess, compassion or hardness, encouragement or oppression, and obedience or
rebellion.

Obedience takes self-awareness, the ability to evaluate how one acts and the
willingness to pursue that ability. Self-awareness requires maturity, introspection,
candor with oneself, and a disposition toward personal growth. Self-awareness is a
difficult accomplishment but one that Christians pursue daily, Spirit aided. The
Spirit gives nudges, bringing God’s word to mind at opportune moments. The word
may be warning or may be affirmation. The word may be correction or may be
inspiration. Sound Christians seek both the word’s no and the word’s yes, willing to
accept both prohibition and promotion, to stop and wait or to move and act.
Obedience requires both, courageous action at times, self-control and self-denial at
other times.

Yet still, what does obedience look like? How can one see obedience in one’s own
day? Obedience is Spirit-led. In Galatians 5:22-23, the apostle Paul lists the fruits of
the Spirit, what one should see of another whom the Spirit leads. Those attributes
include love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. When you see a person who exhibits these attributes, you see a person
who is obedient to God. The primary attribute of obedience is the first fruit that the
apostle Paul lists, love, from which all other fruits flow. One who loves, not in
love’s intimate or filial forms but sacrificially, as Christ loves, exhibits every other
spiritual fruit.

If you know God’s word, draw close to him through the ministrations of his Spirit,
and pursue his will, then you should see in your actions the willingness to relinquish
your time and agenda in caring service to others. You should sense joy in doing so,
not frustration. You should have the peace of God, sensing his approval. You should
be patient with yourself and others, willing to forgive. Your kindness should show
through your demeanor and actions. Your actions should be good, benefiting and
gaining the appreciation and regard of others. You should be faithful in what you



do, persevering and diligent, in obedience to God and out of hope for his reward.
Your actions should be gentle rather than harsh. And you should always maintain
yourself in control, not ruled by whim and emotions.

You can obey God. You can know his will through his word and his Spirit, and in
the Spirit’s power you can do as God asks of you. You will then see the fruits of
your obedience in the quality of your actions and disposition, as others also see and
appreciate. Your conscience will then no longer condemn but instead approve you.
Your standing among other sound characters will increase, and they will rely more
on you. God will give you more to do with greater skill and responsibility, and for
greater benefit. The path of your life will be upward, toward your approving God.
God gives us what we need to obey him, leaving us without excuse. Embrace his
gifts, his word and Spirit. And then do as Jesus did, setting your face like flint
toward your God-given calling and goal, with God’s reward set firmly before you.


