
A lot. God says a lot about money. Consider just a few of the things that Jesus said
about money and possessions. Jesus taught in Matthew 7 and Mark 7 to earn
enough to support one’s family. In Luke 14:28-30, Jesus instructed wise
management of money including wisdom in purchases. He also taught about
working and investing over the long term for provision. While Jesus didn’t say that
being poor was good, he did give examples in Luke 10 and Luke 18 of great
generosity with money to the poor. Jesus also recognized in Matthew 23:23 and
Luke 8:1-3 that giving money to support the faith is a sound use of money, much as
God had commanded in Malachi 2 and Malachi 3 to bring the whole tithe into his
storehouse. Jesus further said in Mark 12:41-44 that giving a little to support the
faith is more than giving a lot, if giving a little is harder than giving a lot. Jesus also
said in Matthew 17 and Matthew 22 to pay taxes, out of respect for governing
authorities.

Just as he taught about how to use money, Jesus also taught about how to relate to
money, for instance, not to depend on it but to trust God. God meets our daily
needs, whether money does or not. Jesus taught not to hoard money but instead to
invest in others, indeed, to give to those who ask. We must not extort money from
others but instead be content with what we have. We should also not manipulate
others using money or flaunt money, especially when giving to support the faith.
Let God reward rather than seek human praise. Jesus said to store treasure in heaven
rather than on earth where things destroy it. Security is in God’s kingdom, not
earthly possessions. And Jesus said not to let worry over money choke out one’s
faith or to let wealth blind one to one’s spiritual need.

Nothing in what Jesus said indicates that God hates money or the wealthy. Some
faith heroes at times had considerable privilege and wealth, including Job,
Abraham, Moses, Jacob, Joseph, David, and Solomon. Wealth can plainly supply
considerable benefit in providing for one’s family, supporting the faith, providing
for the poor, and doing other good works. God’s greater concern, though, is one’s
relationship with him, not one’s financial position or material security. God let
Satan impoverish Job, knowing that Job was a righteous man whether wealthy or
not, and afterward doubled Job’s wealth.



But Jesus did sternly warn the rich that they risk having received their reward and
comfort on earth, when the poor may receive God’s reward and comfort in heaven.
Jesus’s parable of the beggar Lazarus outside the rich man’s gate, the rich man
going to hell while Lazarus went to heaven, is a stern warning to the rich not to
ignore the poor while spending their riches on comforts and luxury. We are to seek
God’s kingdom first, letting God then supply our needs, rather than worrying about
food, clothing, and drink. Jesus’s encounter of the rich young ruler, who refused to
give his wealth to the poor to follow Jesus and have treasure in heaven, is another
stern warning.

Jesus knew how the human heart works, as he said in Luke 12:34, that wherever we
put our money, our heart follows. Jesus put it most plainly in Matthew 6:24 that one
cannot serve both God and money. One can thus summarize much of what the Bible
teaches about money in two ways, as Jesus did with his parable of the talents. First,
from a spiritual standpoint, the questioner is wrong that money, whether earned or
unearned, belongs to the one who controls it. Rather, God, as the creator of all
things, is also the owner of all things, including money. Money in one’s hands or
bank account is thus a gift from God, even if one earned the money, because the
good health, time, and talents with which one earns money are also gifts from God.
Everything belongs to God. As the apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6:10, loving
money gives root to all kinds of evil. Money is not evil, but loving money above
God is evil.

Second, because everything belongs to God, we must account to God for how we
hold it for him. If we hide and hoard it as if it is our own, when it is instead his, then
we do him a disservice for not putting it to his good use. We must instead be good
stewards of money, putting it to uses that God respects and rewards. Investing
money so that it earns greater returns, especially kingdom returns, is putting it to
good use. A reward that God gives us for sound stewardship of his resources is that
he gives us more resources to steward. The more generous we are toward him,
thinking of how his kingdom benefits from our use of the resources he grants us, the
more generous he can be with us, as Jesus’s parable of the talents taught.

Thus, God does not want us doing with money what we want, especially to spend it
on our pleasures, but instead what he wants. And he is quite clear what he wants us



to do with money, things like supporting the faith, caring for our families, providing
for the poor, and otherwise putting money to work to earn more, rather than
hoarding it or spending it on our pleasures. We should care and share, rather than
hoard in luxury.

In practical terms, stewardship probably means having a budget to live within one’s
means, knowing where one is spending, while ensuring that one supports one’s
family. Indeed, Jesus taught in Luke 14:28 about counting the cost, although he was
using financial budgeting as an illustration for spiritual commitment. Stewardship
also means giving regularly to God, meaning to church, traditionally the first and
best, giving God his due priority. Stewardship also means limiting one’s spending
on pleasures, perhaps buying the smaller house or forgoing the luxury vehicle.
Stewardship can also mean saving and investing wisely, to generate income, not to
hoard, even building income-earning businesses that simultaneously benefit others.
Generosity then means giving to the poor when one sees or hears the need, and
giving more to one’s church as special opportunities for ministry arise. And
generosity would include applying one’s time and talents, not simply one’s
treasures, for the benefit of the church, community, and poor.

How one handles one’s finances can tell something about one’s faith. As Jesus put it
in Luke 16:11, money, or worldly wealth, is simply a test of how one handles true
riches, which are the things of God. The good stewards who give the first and best
to God while providing for their families and giving generously to others prove
their faith with their financial works. One doesn’t have to be rich to be a good
steward or to give generously, in God’s eyes. One must just keep in mind that what
one holds are his gifts. Live for him, not for oneself.


