
The Bible may not answer the question directly about animals in heaven, which
may be surprising. After all, the prophet Nathan told king David the story of a poor
man who made a pet out of a lamb. They became so close, with the lamb eating the
man’s food and drinking from his cup, that the lamb was like the man’s daughter.
People clearly understood in Bible times how close one could come to an animal,
like a family member. Jesus, after all, is the great shepherd, while we are the sheep
of his heavenly pasture. Psalm 23 reassures us that the Lord is our shepherd, in
whom we have no other need. The Bible uses many animal references and images.

Yet animals are not part of Christ’s salvation plan in the way that humans are his
salvation object. As 2 Peter 2:12 alludes, animals are instinctual creatures, he even
writes, born to perish. At least, we should not expect to find saved animals in
heaven and see unsaved animals banished to hell. Although animal lovers might in
their sentiment disagree, animals lack the kind of moral and spiritual reasoning
necessary to choose or reject Jesus. If they did reason morally, then we’d be
preaching fire and brimstone to them (written in jest, of course). Jesus said to let the
little children come to him, not the little dogs and cats.

On the other hand, we will find in heaven many living things that cannot reason
morally, including trees and plants, and very likely animals. God created
humankind to tend Eden’s Garden, specifically including to rule over its livestock
and other animals, all God made good. God held animals close before the Fall.
Humankind was not his only, only his highest, creation. Indeed, God even cares for
the tiny sparrow, says Matthew 10:29, and the animals in the great city of Nineveh,
says Jonah 4:11. He thus commands in Exodus 23:12 that animals also get to rest on
the sabbath, in Deuteronomy 25:4 not to muzzle the bull as it threshes the grain, and
in Proverbs 12:10 that righteous persons care for their animals.

The Bible further suggests that God will redeem not just humankind but all
creation, apparently including animals. The apostle Paul states in Romans 8:20-21
that God will deliver creation itself from the bondage of corruption into the liberty
of his children. Isaiah prophesied in two passages, Isaiah 11:6-9 and Isaiah 65:25,
that God’s redemption would enable the wolf to lay down with the lamb, leopard
with kid, and lion with calf, with a little child leading them. Pets, anyone? These
passages may simply indicate the absence of death and other conflict. But then



again, the passages are remarkably detailed in their animal references. The bear and
cow will graze together, with their young laying side by side. The lion will eat grass
like the ox. Indeed, Revelation shows many horses carrying commanding riders,
including the Lord, out of heaven.

We should be cautious, though, in insisting that current things accompany us to
heaven, to satisfy us. Heaven, the Bible is crystal clear, will satisfy us, and, 1
Corinthians 2:9 reveals, not necessarily with old and familiar things but with new
things, things that we have not yet imagined. Indeed, when God creates a new
heaven and earth for humankind to enjoy to eternity, Isaiah 65:17 indicates that it
will be so special that we will not even remember the former earth. Will we forget
our pets? If thinking so makes you sad, then put the thought aside, because not a
tear will fall in heaven. As Revelation 21:4 assures, God will wipe every tear aside
because heaven will have no sadness. And why? Because the old order of things
will have passed away.

God surely intends that we enjoy our pets while here. He made creation for us to
enjoy, indeed in which to see him. Perhaps we love our pets because we see
something of Jesus in them, such as his forgiveness, warmth, generosity, joy, and
companionship, even his boldness, courage, and protection, as C.S. Lewis had one
of his characters say about the Jesus-figure lion Aslan. Ecclesiastes 5:19-20 says
that God gives us possessions and enables us to enjoy them as his gift. Are not dogs
and other pets and animals among those gifts? As Psalm 35:27 states, he delights in
those who serve him, even, as Zephaniah 3:17 states, rejoicing over us with singing.
Thus, treat pets as God’s present gift, and enjoy them.

Yet also trust God about heaven. God knows the better answer, whether we will see
our pets again in heaven. Whichever is the better answer will surely be so. If it is
not so that our pets rejoin us in heaven, then rest assured that God has his very good
reason. You won’t see in heaven the neighbor’s dog that bit you, or if you do, then
you’ll know that it won’t be biting anyone.

But if after reading this section you still wonder with a yearning, then go ahead and
hope for it, because the Bible also says in Romans 5:5 that hope does not
disappoint. God in the Old Testament accepted animal blood as sufficient to atone
for certain sins. Perhaps, purely speculatively, if animals once gave their blood for



us, then God may especially restore them. A large fish saved Jonah, and a donkey
saved Balaam, so maybe God will save them in return. Jesus even rode a donkey’s
colt into Jerusalem. Better, though, not to speculate but instead to trust God.


