
One of the hardest questions that the good news raises is what happens to people
who never hear it. The same is true of every opportunity, every offer, that offers
leave out those who never hear them, never learn of them, never get a chance to say
yes.

One response that Christians make to that concern is to share the gospel widely.
Christ’s great commission, given at his ascension after his resurrection, is exactly
that, to go into all the nations, sharing the good news and making disciples. The
question of some not hearing the good news lends urgency to the great commission.
If those who never hear have no prospect for salvation, then they must hear.
Christians must go forth boldly with the good news.

Perhaps the questioner’s duty is to carry the good news to the very person about
whom the questioner has the greatest concern, like a family member or friend who
knows no Christians, or even a remote Amazon tribe. If the questioner truly has
concern for those who have not heard the good news, then go tell the good news to
those for whom you have the concern. The questioner apparently has the heart of a
witness. Follow the heart rather than question the fairness of the good news that the
heart carries.

In obedience, and with urgency, Christians have indeed gone boldly forth, out of
comfort and into the greatest hazard, giving not only their time and treasures, their
considerable talents, but also their lives. The stories of missionaries carrying the
gospel around the world are amazing stories of courage, hope, faith, and obedience.
Nearly as amazing, though, is the quiet and steady witness that many Christians
make to their own family members who have rejected them for their breach of the
family’s secular rather than sacred stance. Choose Christ, then carry the good news.

A direct response to the questioner, though, is that the questioner has heard of Jesus
and so has the choice. To reject the choice because others didn’t get to make it, if
that is what the choice means, which God has not clearly revealed, is arrogance.
God pursued and reached the questioner, perhaps through the one to whom the
questioner complains. God got the good news to the one who asked. What is the
questioner now going to do? For the questioner, the gospel is the most-important
question, the critical query, not whether God saves those who don’t hear the good
news. The questioner has heard and now gets to make the choice. How, when, and if



God reaches others is up to God, not the questioner. God’s grace reached the one
who questions it. Questioning God’s greater wisdom is the original sin, the one that
got Satan cast out of heaven for Satan’s pride that Satan knew just as well or better.

The responses that you should choose nonetheless, and that you should carry the
good news, are immediate and practical responses, ones on which a questioner can,
should, and must act. What remains is only a theoretical question, again one that
God has not clearly answered. Some believe that God’s general revelation of grace,
that which all see in their circumstance within his creation, is enough to lead to him
the hearts of those who are so disposed, without a witness’s specific revelation of
Jesus Christ. Romans 2:1-3 cautions not to pass judgment on another, which one
does when assuming that the unreached are beyond God’s grace. The same passage
warns not to show contempt for the riches of God’s kindness, forbearance, and
patience. Romans 1:18-20 affirms that we know God through his creation, leaving
us without excuse.

Others take a contrary specific-revelation view, that each must hear about the Lord’s
sacrifice and embrace it as their way into God’s kingdom. Romans 10:14 questions
how those who have not heard the gospel can believe in Christ. How can they call
on the One of whom they have not heard? Jesus himself said that he was the only
way to the Father. The apostle Peter told the crowd at Pentecost that no other name
than Christ’s can save. And the devout, God-fearing Cornelius called for Peter on
the discernment that Peter had a message, the good news, by which God would save
Cornelius’s household, suggesting that fearing God is alone not enough. Choose
Christ, then carry the good news.

The question of infant salvation leads to other clues. The Spirit filled John the
Baptist when he was still in his mother Elizabeth’s womb. David wrote in Psalm 22
that God had been his God from his mother’s womb. While Psalm 58 states that the
wicked are estranged from the womb, astray from birth, the God-infused
relationship of John and David from within the womb shows that some, at least,
have a relationship with God from infancy. Jesus also said in John 9:41 that those
who are blind do not have sin, suggesting to some that the unborn and infants who
haven’t developed the physical or mental capacity to encounter God through his
creation have no sin and are thus saved. God is just. We do not ascribe to God



injustice. God is love. We do not ascribe to God hate. God fills creation with his
grace. We do not ascribe to God unmerciful torment, especially to innocent infants.
Christians do not condemn the unborn and infants but rather advocate for their lives
and recognize their saving grace.

The question of the salvation of Old Testament figures gives other clues. The
apostle Paul in Romans 4 articulates how God saved Abraham, long before Jesus
Christ came in the flesh, not through works and the law but through faith. Paul
quotes Genesis 15:6 that Abraham believed in the Lord, and the Lord credited it to
Abraham as righteousness. The apostle Peter in 1 Peter 1:10-12 echoes Paul’s
insight, stating that the Spirit of Christ filled the old prophets who then witnessed to
us of Christ down through the ages. Acts 3:18-24 also records how Peter preached
from Solomon’s Porch on how God had spoken the gospel through his prophets
since the world began. Jesus himself explained to the two disciples on the Emmaus
Road, recorded in Luke 24:25-27, how the Old Testament carried the gospel, and
repeated the theme to the rest of the disciples in Luke 24:44-47. Those in Old
Testament times who received the Lord’s grace received his salvation.

The gospel suffuses history and creation. Yet we have the gospel in God’s word, in
his good book. Without speculating on theoretical questions, we know to embrace
Christ and then carry the gospel. We also know to trust God in all ways, especially
in his justice and grace. To do anything else is sin, unwise in the extreme.


