
Yes, you can truly live forever in eternal life. Your question is one on which many
of us, perhaps all of us, eventually come to focus. Why are we here, if only to die,
returning to the dust from which God made us? Humans have asked that inevitable
question for as long as we know. Death makes life something, either infinitely
richer or without value at all. Humans have longed to know which it is. Christians
learned the answer, as 1 Corinthians 4:1 states, as servants of Christ entrusted with
God’s mysteries.

The book of Ecclesiastes explores earthly life without something beyond it, calling
everything that we do meaningless, vanity, chasing after the wind. We amass
fortunes, only to see others spend them after we die. We chase after every pleasure,
only to see pleasures fade quickly into the nothingness of death. We live as good a
life as we find ourselves capable, only to die beside those who lived as bad a life as
they wished. We live a heroic life of sacrificially loving service, only to have
everyone forget us within a generation after our death. What difference does a life
make when it inevitably ends in death?

Those who cannot answer that question may live a morbid life, or a careless life, or
a dissipated life, or a brutish, short, and violent life, taking with it, the lives of
others. Yet to manufacture false meaning, simply to live a better life, begs the
question: what’s the point, if it ends in death? Philosophers, skeptics, epicureans,
stoics, atheists, agnostics, romanticists, sentimentalists, chauvinists, narcissists,
sadists, masochists, existentialists, and muses each respond to the question
differently, just as do Buddhists, Confucians, Hindus, Wiccans, and Sikhs.

None, though, respond as Christians do. God’s promise in Jesus Christ is that you
do not need to remain dead but may instead have your own resurrected life, as God
resurrected Jesus to eternal life. Jesus said so, repeatedly. For just a few examples,
Matthew 19:29, Mark 10:30, and Luke 18:30 record Jesus saying that whoever
follows him inherits eternal life. John 3:16 records Jesus saying that whoever
believes in him will not perish but instead have eternal life. John 8:51 records Jesus
saying that whoever does as Jesus says will not die. And according to Luke 23:43,
Jesus told the confessing criminal next to him on the cross that the criminal would
that day be with Jesus in paradise.



These promises were clearly harder to believe before Jesus himself rose from the
dead, although many Jews did already teach and believe in resurrection. Jesus’s
friend Martha told Jesus that her dead brother Lazarus would rise at the last day’s
resurrection, just before Jesus raised him that day. The effect of Jesus’s resurrection
was to make disciples who feared death so much that they abandoned Jesus, fear
death not at all once they saw the resurrected Jesus and received his Spirit. The
disciples had seen Jesus bring Lazarus and others to life. Accepting that humans can
live forever depends wholly on accepting that Jesus rose from the dead. The
opposite may also be true, that accepting that Jesus rose from the dead depends on
accepting that you can, too. Your salvation, your rescue from death, clearly depends
on accepting that God first raised Jesus from the dead.

Do not mistake what eternal life means, giving it some ambiguous definition of
little attraction, like a cartoon caricature. Eternal life in Jesus Christ is your own
thinking, feeling, and acting life, not an amorphous life subsumed into some
universal consciousness. Eternal life is not vapid, tedious, sterile, or tiresome but is
instead as fully alive as is possible, in God’s own suffusing presence, in God’s own
exciting paradise. Eternal life will be in a vast city populated in perfect relationship
with loving others, not a long-suffering continuation of the trials and tribulations of
earthly life. Eternal life is not in aged or aging, pain-ridden body but is instead in
renewed and transformed form. Eternal life is everything that you could want it to
be.

Yet these clarifications do not fully answer the question about belief in resurrection
from death. One cannot entirely reason one’s way to resurrection because
resurrection is not natural but is instead supernatural, miraculous, God’s
manifestation, not nature’s course. Accepting your resurrection is, like accepting
Jesus’s resurrection, ultimately not a matter of proof, even though evidence is
important, but rather an act of faith in God, which is exactly what God intends. God
stuck resurrection so firmly in front of the disciples that in exchange for their very
lives they could not deny it. But God declines to do the same with us, instead asking
us to believe it because he said so.

Thus, no matter who promises resurrection, as Jesus himself did, one must still
decide the promisor’s credibility. Has anyone ever been more credible than the one



who walked on water, calmed the storm with a word, fed thousands from a few
small loaves, instantly healed of disease the many whom the crowds brought to him,
and brought back the dead? Or to put the question another way, has anyone who
denies the possibility of resurrection done anything like these things that Jesus did?
No one is as credible as Jesus is, and he promised resurrection and then
accomplished to hundreds of witnesses, as 1 Corinthians 15:6 attests.

Accepting resurrection thus comes down to having faith in God to the point of
trusting what God says. God insists that each of us, judging on our own, must
ultimately have faith. Faith is the one priceless commodity that you cannot buy with
anything other than your life, which is the perfect price because faith in the
resurrection gives your life right back to you. As the resurrected Jesus said to the
no-longer-doubting Thomas, Thomas believed in resurrection only when he saw
resurrection, but better are those who believe in resurrection without having seen.
Christians today haven’t seen resurrection. But they believe, while hoping and
praying that you do, too.


