
Indeed, the Bible’s prophecies have been extraordinary, unprecedented, in so many
ways and with such astronomical improbability that they prove beyond reasonable
doubt the Bible’s supernatural source in God. The Bible’s prophecies proved true
for parents like Abraham and Sarai who bore Isaac and Manoah and his wife who
bore Samson, for kings like Saul, David, Solomon, and Hezekiah, for judges like
Gideon, Deborah, and Samuel, and for nations like Egypt, Babylon, Syria, and
Israel, as well as for prophets like Nathan, Balaam, Jeremiah, and Isaiah, not to
mention soldiers, religious rulers, and government officials.

The Bible’s prophecies have proven true as to the rise and fall of nations, the
victory and defeat of armies, the prosperity and poverty of families, the illness and
recovery of persons, life and death, the rising of stars and setting of sun, floods,
feasts, and famines, imprisonment and freedom, promotion and demotion, marriage
and adultery, and the birth of children. The Bible’s prophecies have come true in an
instant, in an hour, and in a day, week, month, year, and decade, as well as in
centuries.

The most extraordinary, numerous, detailed, comprehensive, and significant Bible
prophecies that have come true have had to do with the birth, life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, which is the Bible’s good news story. Some estimate as
many as three-hundred such Old Testament prophecies coming true about Jesus.
Those prophecies included not only details of his birth, birthplace, parents, and
lineage, but also of his ministry, manner of arrest, manner and timing of trial,
manner of crucifixion death, and fact and timing of his resurrection.

The Old Testament’s prophecies about Jesus are so many, precise, and proven as to
make their supernatural source certain. A college mathematics-department chair
Peter Stoner and team of hundreds of college students took just eight of the
most-precise, most-corroborated prophecies, out of dozens of others that they could
have chosen. Assigning conservative estimates of the probability of those eight
events occurring together, as we know that they did occur, the team computed an
improbability so large, so far beyond one in trillions, as to become meaningless as
anything other than an assurance of statistical impossibility.

The Bible’s prophecies, true prophecies rather than just remarkable coincidences,
also continue. The book of Revelation especially, and other Old Testament and New



Testament books, foresee future events having to do with the earth’s last days, the
rise and fall of nations and figures, natural disasters, the movement of peoples, and
the return of Christ. Revelation forecasts the gathering of world leaders at
Armageddon, extraordinary final battles, and Christ’s thousand-year earthly reign.
Revelation foresees the gathering of God’s elect, the final judgment, and billions of
saved souls worshiping God in heaven.

Prophecy thus has a powerful past and extraordinary future, urging us to prepare for
those final days. What, though, does prophecy mean to us from day to day?
Prophecy is not only for the world’s future but for our futures, too. Prophecy is alive
to us individually today. God’s Holy Spirit is prophecy’s source. Jesus said in John
16:13 that the Spirit not only guides us into all truth, speaking whatever he hears
from God, but even discloses to us what will come. We each may hear the Spirit, to
heed the Spirit’s warning while anticipating the Spirit’s predicted blessings and
gifts.

Why would one listen to the Spirit’s prophecy, for what purpose? We can listen to
discern where to sow and where to harvest, with whom to fellowship and whom to
avoid. We can listen to learn of signs to proceed, signs to pause, and signs to stop or
turn. We can listen to open doors to some persons and things while closing them to
others. We can listen for when to begin and when to end. As Ecclesiastes 3 states, a
season exists for everything, whether to tear down or build, weep or laugh, scatter
or gather, search or let go, hold or discard, stay quiet or speak, and even to love or
hate, for peace or war. The Spirit’s prophecies tell us those seasons.

What does it mean to know a prophecy? To hear the Spirit’s prophecies, whether
through a quiet inner voice or a pastor, preacher, family member, or friend, is to live
a life imbued with knowledge of new possibilities, new directions, indeed new hope
and faith. To anticipate the prophecy’s fulfillment is to look for ways, prepare for
action, and move when the moment comes. When someone speaks a blessing over
another’s life, sees something good that the other does not yet see, the prophecy
lifts, enlivens, and vitalizes, turning confusion to clarity, despair to hope.

Thus, don’t just look for prophecy over your own life. Ensure that you are
prophesying fruitfully for others. If you have children, then don’t curse them with
forlorn futures but bless them with predictions of perseverance and success.



Imagine for them, dream for them, and tell them what you see. If you have a
spouse, then do likewise for your spouse, lifting them up and moving them forward
in relationship with Christ. Do the same for your co-workers and friends. Use your
own relationship with the Spirit, your solid stance in Christ, to pour out the
blessings of hope through the gift of prophecy.

The Spirit gives several gifts. The apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:1 says to eagerly
desire those gifts, especially prophecy. The gift of prophecy is not to make you look
smarter or more spiritual, to gain you new adulation and friends. The Spirit gives
gifts so that you use them to build others up in Christ. Lift your brothers and sisters
in Christ out of their despair using the Spirit’s prophetic utterances over their lives.
Yes, prophecy lives. Thank God for prophecy.


