
The desire to hear God speak is a great step toward hearing him speak. Desire may
precede hearing. We speak with those who wish to hear us. God knows our hearts.
When we desire to hear God speak, when we hunger for his presence, comfort,
command, and word, he knows and responds to our desire. The prophet Habakkuk
said that he would stand at the watchtower to see what God would say to him.
Diligent observation for a sign of God, strong desire to hear him, and attentive
listening, each clearly increase the likelihood of hearing. So, too, does having the
right motive to hear God. Ask yourself why you want to hear God, and then ensure
that your motives are right. God is not an entertainer.

But is it possible to hear God? People have been hearing God speak since creation,
from Adam and Eve who walked and talked with God in Eden’s Garden, through
Noah, to the patriarchs Abraham and Israel, the kings David and Solomon, the
judges Gideon, Deborah, and Samuel, and beyond to the many prophets including
Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. The Bible records God speaking not just to
great leaders but also to the quietly righteous and devout like Simeon and the
patient old prophetess Anna, both of whom waited to see the infant Jesus at the
temple, to bless him and his parents with God’s word.

Jesus, Son of God, spoke to thousands in his earthly ministry and continues to speak
to us today through the Bible. Jesus’s speaking wasn’t just pontificating, not even
solely commanding, but something richer, deeper, more resonant, and more
personal. Isaiah identified the coming Jesus not only as Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, and Prince of Peace but also as Wonderful Counselor. God as a counselor!
Jeremiah called God his Comforter. God as comforter!

Jesus made clear that God’s voice would continue to speak to us through the Holy
Spirit after Jesus had ascended. The Spirit, whom Jesus referred to as our Advocate,
reminds us of what Jesus said from the Father. Jesus said in Mark 13:11 that the
Spirit gives us words to speak when we face trials, so that we do not speak but the
Father’s Spirit speaks in us. Jesus confirms in Luke 12:11 that the Spirit teaches us
what to say in trials. Again, Jesus said in John 16:13 that the Spirit guides us into all
truth, speaking whatever he hears from God. We live by the Spirit, walk by the
Spirit, who, 1 Corinthians 12 tells us, gives us words of knowledge and wisdom.
The Spirit, Paul says again in Romans 9:1, is our conscience.



So, then, how does one hear God? God, of course, speaks to us through his word,
whether as we read it on the Bible’s pages or someone speaks it to us, although that
answer may not satisfy the questioner. God spoke through Balaam’s donkey, and so
he can speak through a pastor, preacher, trusted counselor, or friend. God speaks not
only through advisors but also through prophets, those who may tell us of things
that they see for us or warn us from things that they perceive are bad risks.

God may be more subtle and various in his communication forms than some would
think. God may speak through a burden or weight, perhaps an urge to pray for a
family member, friend, pastor, or co-worker. God may speak through an unction, an
anointing that carries one along toward a revelation or word of instruction. God
may also speak through a gift, maybe of encouragement, healing, or administration.
God may also speak through a hesitation, caution, or reluctance, not a natural
unwillingness but an unnatural or supernatural hesitation where one would
ordinarily rush in with a word or move forward with a commitment and act. God
thus may push us forward with an urging or hold us back, both positively and
negatively.

God may also speak with insights, discerning things that come fresh to mind,
seemingly out of nowhere. These insights might be creative works, revealing more
of the Lord. They may be new options for resolving old conflicts, bringing the
Lord’s unity and peace. They may be new ways of doing old things, removing
barriers and bringing hope and opportunity. They may just be sudden thoughts, a
calling that one had never quite realized before, to carry the word where others
haven’t taken it so far. God may speak in visions, whether awe-filled or subtle. God
may even speak in dreams, perhaps to move here or there, or even to stay put.

These clues to hearing the voice of God all, in one way or another, suggest that
knowing God’s word helps to hear God’s voice. Bible study can open doors for the
Spirit to bring God’s word. How, after all, does one know that one has heard God’s
voice? God’s voice always aligns with his word. God does not contradict himself.
Jesus also said in Matthew 7 and Luke 6 that we distinguish the things of God from
false things by the good fruit that God produces. Paul, in Galatians 5:22, identifies
the Spirit’s fruit to include love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. When we hear things that lead to these



fruits, we are very likely hearing the voice of God. Prayer opens the door for the
Spirit. Hearing God’s voice has much to do with fruitful prayer.

Maybe, though, the questioner wants to hear something audible, not the word of
God from another but straight from the mouth of God. The Spirit certainly can
speak with such clarity that the communication leaves no doubt. Many have heard
such a voice, often described as coming not through the ears but heard just as
clearly, just as unmistakably, in the spirit.

Try praying to hear God’s voice, and then listening in silence. Don’t let the silence
discourage you, but instead journal immediately after your silence, whatever your
spirit sensed. The journaling may stimulate your spirit, calling to mind what God’s
Spirit spoke. Re-read your journal entries to see if they align with God’s word, with
scripture. Reflect on what fruit the words might produce or have already produced.
In time, with a little discipline, you should recognize the Spirit’s voice. The Spirit
will help you remove obstacles, whether your own sin, your own wrong motives or
expectations, or your own misunderstanding. God speaks. We may just need to
listen.


