
Yes, you can know God as your friend. Jesus made sure that he removed that last
barrier to intimacy, at the Last Supper, as John 15:13-15 records. How, after all, can
one be close, intimate, without being a friend? A friend is one with whom one has a
bond, not just familiarity as in knowing one another, but instead something more
like affection. Friends like to spend time with one another, not under compulsion,
not out of duty, but by choice. We do not usually think of friends as family members
who owe one another ancestral and familial allegiance, although family can
certainly be friendly, having strong bonds of affection. Friends are instead generally
unrelated by blood or marriage, companions instead by delight.

At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples three reasons why they were no longer
merely his servants but instead now his friends. Greater love, he first said, has no
one than to lay down his life, as Jesus was about to do, for his friends. Jesus called
his disciples friends, saying that he was proving it with his life. Jesus then repeated
that the disciples would be his friends if they did what he told them to do, as indeed
they soon would do. A third time, Jesus called his disciples his friends because he
had told them everything that his Father had told him. Three times, Jesus called his
disciples friends.

Jesus didn’t just give his life for the disciples but also for you. God is not just a
friend of the eleven disciples who were then in the upper room but also your friend,
when you make of yourself a disciple. The disciples were not the only ones to
confess Jesus as Lord and believe that God raised him from the dead. So, too, do
you. God is your friend. And Jesus didn’t just tell his disciples everything that his
Father told him. He told you, too. God is your friend. Jesus is the Son of God, fully
God in image and likeness. Jesus saying that he is your friend means that God is
your friend.

Jesus sealed his friendship with his followers when he sent God’s Holy Spirit. In
John 14:16-17, at the Last Supper, Jesus said that he would send the Holy Spirit as a
helper to dwell with the disciples forever, in them. The Holy Spirit fell on the
disciples at Pentecost and, since then, also enters believers who welcome him. A
friend is a helper, there when you need him. The Spirit’s role is to be there when we
need him, to be in us, bringing us the word that we need to know. We do not grieve
the Spirit, as Ephesians 4:30 warns. Who would offend a friend?



Believers have formed incredibly close relationships with the Spirit, who is a
person, indeed Christ’s person, not simply a vapor, power, or force. Jesus sits at the
right hand of his Father. The Spirit resides with us. Jesus ascended to heaven. The
Spirit descended on us. The companionship available to us is companionship with
the Spirit. The Spirit offers a bond of affection. Those who accept the offer hear the
Spirit, dialoguing with the Spirit in their spirits, not in the ear of the body but in the
place within the born-again Christian where God communicates. The Spirit then
guides, warns, and corrects the believer as a friend would guide, warn, and correct a
friend. Friends are counselors, as the Spirit counsels. Friends are gentle, as the
Spirit is gentle. But friends also show candor, frankness, honesty, truthfulness, as
the Spirit also shows.

The questioner wonders whether being God’s friend is too chummy. Yet we do not
condescend to a friend but fully respect, even honor and revere, the friend. Friends
need not be equals. As Psalm 25:14 states, the Lord is friends with those who fear
him, to whom he reveals his covenant. Friendship, then, can involve a healthy fear.
We’ve all been concerned at one time or another what our friend would think of
something that we did or considered doing. Friends hold us accountable. Enemies
don’t. A friend holds a power over us that we grant the friend out of our respect for
the friend’s standing. A bond forms, a covenant, a promise of accountability. Psalm
25:14 shows that friendship-among-unequals is our relationship with the Lord.

Friendship is important, perhaps critical, in our relationship with the Lord. One of
the most-sobering statements that Jesus made had to do with the kind of close
relationship that God desires, indeed requires, of those whom he invites into his
kingdom for eternity. In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus said that some who call him Lord
and even do miracles in his name but who also do evil will not enter heaven
because he did not know them. A false disciple makes an outward show of knowing
Jesus but is not Jesus’s friend. Jesus welcomes those whom he knows, and Jesus
does not know evildoers. Evildoers cannot be Jesus’s friend.

Thus, put yourself in the role and relationship of a friend of Jesus. Do what he
commands, but do so gladly, out of companionship and warm bond, as a friend
would do, not solely out of compulsion or duty. Welcome his Spirit, who will show
you what Jesus expects. Converse with the Spirit in your spirit so that you know



Jesus as a friend, as friends converse intimately about things that matter to one
another. Friendship is not only possible but an important attribute of your
relationship with God. Friendship with God may reflect your last step in a long and
maturing relationship, or it may reflect your first step in a new relationship. In
either case, make it so. Accept God as your friend.


