
Your question strikes at the heart of the objection that many people have to the
gospel: they don’t need good news. They’re good enough without it. The idea that
they’d need someone’s help, even God’s help, is an affront, an insult. Who’s to say
that they are sinners, that they need a Savior, that they don’t in some way measure
up? Christians know the opposite, that no one is good enough on their own to stand
in the presence of a holy God. As Ephesians 2:8-9 states, good works won’t get you
a place in God’s heaven, when heaven, God’s presence in God’s kingdom, is the
remarkable but in Christ achievable goal to which Christians aspire.

Christians realize that the good-enough question isn’t being as good as or better
than one’s neighbor. God doesn’t measure you against your neighbor. When
identifying and confessing sin, Christians aren’t referring to human standards. The
standard is instead God’s own. Holiness and righteousness refer to God’s perfection,
which is an absolute rather than good-enough standard. Any sensible person with a
modicum of self-awareness would admit to not being perfect. No sensible person
should claim to be good enough on their own record and merits to dwell in God’s
presence, which again is the Christian’s goal. Mother Teresa didn’t make any
I’m-good-enough claim, and very few of us reach her very-high human standard.

Thus, Christians base faith on the most-sound premise. They deal forthrightly with
the question of how our many imperfections separate us from God. Sin, far more
than prudish moralizing, refers to that separation from God. Anything done apart
from God, out of his will and obedience, is sin. And any sin, including the least bit,
separates us from the fully-good, entirely loving, never-less-than-perfect God. To
underestimate sin’s significance is first to underestimate God. Once one gets
straight who God is, the impeccably high quality of his perfect character, one
readily appreciates how abhorrent to him sin is. God cannot dwell as God in sin’s
unmitigated presence without destroying the sinner, when saving sinners, not
destroying them, is God’s goal.

Original sin simply refers to humankind’s first separation from God, that which then
tainted humankind. Genesis 3 records the account of the Fall from God’s obedience,
of the first man Adam and first woman Eve. They had walked in God’s presence, in
their perfect God-created nakedness and innocence. But God blessed them with
humankind’s defining characteristic, God’s own, which is the power and conscience



to choose God’s right from the enemy Satan’s wrong. The first choice of Adam and
Eve, one that God made as clear to them as Satan contradicted, was wrong, not
right. God banished Adam and Eve from his presence as wholly due consequence.
He would not have been God, or he would necessarily have destroyed them, if he
had not done so.

The sin that Adam and Eve began, humankind certainly continued. Anyone who
doesn’t see the world’s corrupted character is blind to its true condition. Yes, the
world has its good moments, but the bad moments of continual degradation, aging
and wearying bodies, and lies and violence hardly abate. The best of persons,
marriages, families, neighborhoods, communities, regions, and nations still struggle
mightily, while the worst are so frighteningly bad as to make one wonder whether
humankind is even capable of redemption. We thus live separated by sin from God,
a separation that proves itself to us daily in every ache, pain, stumble,
misunderstanding, deceit, loss, and crying limitation.

So, consider again the question of the advisability, indeed rank necessity, of
recognizing sin’s original and constant reality. This account of the Fall and its
consequence is as profound as it is poignant, as important to your future as it is
clearly your past. The Fall explains everything for which you cry out for
explanation, including the hardest loss, death itself. Yet the Fall simultaneously
deals openly and directly with your greatest opportunity. What God permitted from
humankind, which was to turn its back on him in plain and fully self-conscious
rebuke, God corrects when humankind desires in full confession that he do so. You
and I have equal opportunity to recover our full standing before God, simply by
accepting his only way of making us perfect, by giving us his own life.

And so, we should find odd that some people think Christians, who admit their sin
and brokenness, are somehow simultaneously self-righteous, moralistic, priggish,
and superior. Admitting one’s brokenness and seeking a Savior is the opposite of
acting superior. Not all Christians practice the humility that their confession
reflects. Yet, those who say they don’t need Christ at all, that they have no need of
confession and salvation, would logically be the more superior-acting. Thus,
accepting the Fall is neither prudish nor priggish, neither naïve nor foolish. It is
instead evidence-based, proven daily, and prime reason to seek a Savior. Opening



one’s eyes to our separation from God and its cause is awakening to spiritual reality.
It is also the first step in recovering God.

As John 9:39 records Jesus saying, he came to separate those who claim they see
fine without him, from those who know they need Jesus to see at all. Although
Jesus gave literal sight to the literally blind, his doing and saying so was primarily a
spiritual rather than natural lesson. Those who think they are good enough without
him are about to find out that they are not. Those who know they are not good
enough without him have already found out that he is good enough to make them
right with God. Once you understand sin’s role in your present separation from
God, your degradation, dying, and destruction, you have taken a first
big-and-necessary step toward escaping what’s otherwise surely coming. Start with
original sin, and you’ll find your end with the Savior.


