
Jesus is indeed the supremely forgiving God whom the questioner recognizes. Only
Jesus, perfect in character, has given his life to ensure that God forgives us. As John
3:16-17 assures, God loved us so greatly that he gave his only Son for us, so that we
would not die but instead have eternal life. The same passage assures that God did
not send Jesus into the world to judge and condemn the world but to forgive and
save the world through him.

Jesus taught about forgiveness repeatedly, in the strongest terms. In Matthew 6:12,
Jesus taught us to pray that God forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. In
Matthew 6:15, Jesus taught us to pray admitting that if we do not forgive others
their sins, then God will not forgive us our sins. In Matthew 7:1, he taught us to
pray that we not judge, lest God judge us. Jesus taught in Matthew 12:31 that God
can forgive every kind of sin. He taught in Matthew 18:22 to forgive not seven
times but seventy-seven times, and in Mark 11:25 to forgive anyone as we pray so
that God forgives us. He taught in Luke 6:37 not to judge so that God does not
judge us. Jesus also forgave the paralytic on a mat, the woman caught in adultery,
the sinful woman who anointed his feet with her tears, and even the soldiers who
crucified him.

Jesus was not, on the other hand, saying to ignore the difference between right and
wrong. Jesus was incredibly clear in articulating both rights and wrongs, while
having plenty of criticism for all manner of sin. In fact, Jesus substantially raised,
not lowered, the bar on sin, preaching that hating someone was akin to murder and
looking at another lustfully akin to adultery. Jesus had so little tolerance for sin that
he even preached that it was better to cut off one’s own offending hand or gouge out
one’s own offending eye than to suffer eternal damnation because of them.

What, then, did Jesus mean about not judging another? When in Matthew 7:1 Jesus
said not to judge, or you will be judged, he continued by saying that whatever
standard you use to judge another, God will use to judge you. He then explained
further that we are so ready to take the speck of dust out of our brother’s eye
without noticing that we have a far-bigger plank in our own eye. We are hypocrites,
Jesus concluded, unless we first take the plank out of our own eye before removing
the speck from our brother’s eye. Christian life should foremost be a life of
self-examination. Christians extend love, care, mercy, grace, and forgiveness to



others, as Christ does to us. They seek out the lost, including those mired in sin, to
show them that God forgives and that they can turn from sin without the weight of
God’s judgment.

Where, then, do Christians get the judgmental label? Jesus taught discernment
between right and wrong, encouraging his followers toward righteous living.
Christians learn how to make judgments about their own right and wrong conduct.
They do not step back from Jesus’s teaching to say, as the world might say, that God
should see nothing wrong with murder, stealing, lying, and adultery. They learn
biblical standards of right conduct, especially right relationship with God, and
attempt to follow them. They also teach those standards among themselves, to one
another. They even occasionally speak out on public policies that they see as
undermining those standards, frustrating their efforts to live a righteous, godly life.

What Christians try to avoid doing, though, is to condemn any individual, even
those engaged in obvious sin, as they discern between right and wrong conduct.
They especially try to avoid condemning sin in which they themselves engage.
Jesus reserved some of his harshest criticism for the religious leaders of his day
who taught hypocritically. Hypocrisy undermines everything that Christ represents,
which is to engage in self-critical confession, accepting Christ as personal savior,
while extending ever-greater grace to others.

Thus, the above questioner is right in condemning judgmentalism, which is to make
a creed out of judging others. Christ condemned the same. Yet anyone who
questions either Jesus’s forgiveness, on one hand, or Jesus’s discernment, his
willingness to call sin for what it is, sin, on the other hand, has it wrong. Jesus urges
self-critical confession, recognizing God’s exacting standard and aspiring to meet it
under the power of God’s Holy Spirit. But Jesus also forgives.

The account of Jesus forgiving the woman caught in adultery is a prime example.
The religious leaders brought the woman to Jesus, believing that they had Jesus
trapped into either ignoring sin, which a righteous God cannot do, or condemning
the woman, which a forgiving God likewise cannot do. Jesus first, though, spoke
not to the woman but to her accusers, the religious leaders, saying that the one who
was without sin should cast the first condemning stone. Only Jesus is without sin.
Jesus had turned the tables. The religious leaders knew that they could not claim to



be without sin, or they’d be doing what they knew Jesus was doing, claiming to be
God. They walked away, leaving Jesus then to tell the woman to turn from her sin,
forgiven.

May Christians better exemplify their forgiving, discerning Lord Jesus. And may
those who see Christians discerning right from wrong, recognize that in doing so
Christians are not accusing. Christian righteousness certainly has a place in the
world, as the world’s light. Judgmentalism, though, isn’t Christian. Instead,
forgiveness, supreme forgiveness, is the good news of Jesus Christ.


