
Theme. The theme of Jude is perseverance, to press on through challenge, over
obstructions in our path. We must all, at times, persevere. Indeed, perseverance is
something that we must do daily. Sometimes the challenges are greater, and
sometimes they are less, but challenges always exist. Those challenges are both
internal, in our own health, attitude, and disposition, and external, directed at us
intentionally by those who oppose our way or coming to us naturally out of
circumstance, without obstructive intention. Given our many challenges,
perseverance is a prime attribute. We need to persevere.

Author. The author of the letter Jude states that he is a brother of James, possibly
intending the James, brother of Jesus, who wrote the epistle by that name. Jude may
be another of the Lord Jesus’s brothers (or half-brothers or stepbrothers, if you
prefer), son of Joseph and possibly also of Mary. If that is so, that Jude was, like
James, a member of Jesus’s natural family, then Jude, like James, would not have
been a follower of Jesus until after Jesus’s resurrection, for the same reasons and
based on the same accounts mentioned above as to James. The biblical record and
other accounts give little more information about Jude, the brother of James and
half-brother or stepbrother of Jesus, other than a reference in 1 Corinthians that the
Lord’s brothers and their wives made missionary trips. The author Jude, if the
Lord’s brother, would thus have served and traveled as a missionary like Paul, Peter,
and James and would, like those others, have been an extraordinary gospel witness.

Alternatively, the author Jude may, when writing that he is a brother of James,
have meant that he was a spiritual rather than biological brother of James. The
author Jude may also have referred to a different James entirely, rather than the
Lord’s brother. If so, then the biblical record includes several other Jude-brother
candidates named James, although the record suggests no one candidate over
another. Some believe that Jude could have been Jesus’s disciple Judas (not the
betrayer Judas Iscariot), Jude being an equivalent name commonly substituted for
Judas after the betrayal. If a disciple, then Jude would indeed have been an
extraordinary gospel witness. Given the questions over authorship and the little
information that we have about any candidate author, the letter Jude is hard to date
but probably followed Peter’s writing 1 Peter around 65 A.D. and could have been
between 67 and 80 A.D.

Audience. The short letter Jude addresses itself simply to those whom God called
and whom Jesus kept, thus to believers everywhere. The whole of the letter urges
that believers contend for the faith, making the letter’s universal appeal even
clearer.



Structure. The letter’s first section documents the mendacious methods and
corrupt characteristics of false teachers whom believers must identify, oppose, and
reject. The letter’s second section urges believers to fight for truth, persevere
through trials, and stand firm in the faith. The letter ends with a stirring doxology to
the God and Savior who keeps us and purifies us to present us to himself as witness
to his glory. Jude’s brevity, simplicity, and urgency make it a more-than-fitting
conclusion to the letters, in anticipation of the Bible’s concluding masterpiece
Revelation.

Application. Press on, press on, press on, Jude’s letter seems to tell us, and with
good reason. Unless you press forward today, today is lost. Tomorrow hasn’t yet
come, and yesterday is over, so today is the day to persevere. Perseverance may not
be an attribute, a quality that we either possess or don’t possess. It may instead
simply be a behavior, that we either move forward or we don’t. And so, Jude’s
lesson is to hold fast to the faith, and let that holding be enough whether you feel
like it or not. Press forward in faith, and let that pressing on be enough, whether you
think you have the quality or not. God rewards those who run the race to the end,
along the way contending for the faith.

Memory Verses. 2: Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. 3: Dear
friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I
felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that the Lord has once
for all entrusted to us, his people. 4: For certain individuals whose condemnation
was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly
people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny
Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. 24: To him who is able to keep you from
stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with
great joy….


