
Theme. The theme of 3 John is hospitality. Where do we find some comfort,
some welcome, a place we can drop by for a moment’s respite and perhaps some
kind repast? Hospitality is a generous gift because it is not something earned or
owed. Hospitality implies offering a refreshing place when one has no obligation to
do so. Those who are hospitable have the heart of Christ. Welcome people
everywhere, showing the heart of Christ.

Author. Jesus’s beloved disciple John very probably wrote 3 John, based on the
same inferences drawn in the above section as to 2 John. Here, too, in 3 John, the
author uses a distinct title elder for himself at this brief letter’s start, without
mentioning his name, giving some scholars pause to believe that an unknown
different author wrote the letter. But earliest second-century church tradition has
associated the letter with the disciple John, as have generations since, making
appropriate the confident attribution of the letter to the disciple. See the above
section on 1 John and the section on the gospel of John for more detail on John’s
life. John wrote his very short second letter near the date of his first letter, probably
around A.D. 90, while in exile on the island of Patmos.

Audience. John addresses his very short third letter to a dear friend Gaius to
thank him for his hospitality. John and other traveling church leaders depended on
believers like Gaius for food and shelter as they visited to preach to and instruct
local congregations. Gaius led a church or churches in Asia Minor, where a certain
Diotrephes, of whom we know nothing else, was apparently causing Gaius troubles.
John meant his letter to guide Gaius in dealing with Diotrephes, even as John
encouraged Gaius for his generous fellowship.

Structure. In his third letter, John praises Gaius and another hospitable believer
for their service and support, while disparaging another believer who had refused
any hospitality and instead tried to commandeer and control the local church for his
own benefit. John’s letter thus serves as a brief reminder to care for leaders who
serve the church faithfully, while the letter warns against false leaders who would
instead have the church serve them. True to John’s teacher’s heart, though, the brief
letter slips in a few short instructions to avoid evil, do good, and thus see God. John
lets God’s light shine even in a brief thank-you letter and reminder to support
church leaders.

Application. Hospitality is a difficult grace to extend unless one has the heart of
Christ. Do not be self-involved. Do not put yourself first. Put others first, as Christ
put us first, so that you welcome all but the false teachers against whom John
warns. Especially, welcome people into the church. Circumstances may discourage



you from welcoming others into your home, but show them the hospitality of
Christ, the joyful welcome, into his church.

Memory Verses. 3: It gave me great joy to have some believers come and testify
to your faithfulness to the truth, telling how you continue to walk in it. 4: I have no
greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 11: Dear friend,
do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from
God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God.


