
Theme. The theme of 2 John is discernment. To discern is to distinguish,
especially to separate good from evil, right from wrong. Somewhere along the way
in our lives, we realize that we need to know how to act. We thus look for guidance,
some of us in all the wrong places. We need a wise source from which to draw our
discernment. This brief letter reminds us of both where to look, toward the Lord
Jesus, and what to do for discernment, which is to obey his words. Discern by
drawing from the source.

Author. Jesus’s beloved disciple John very probably wrote 2 John. John uses a
distinct title elder for himself at this brief letter’s start, without mentioning his
name, giving some scholars pause to believe that an unknown different author wrote
the letter. But earliest second-century church tradition has associated the letter with
the disciple John, as have generations since, making appropriate the confident
attribution of the letter to the disciple. See the above section on 1 John and the
section on the gospel of John for more detail on John’s life. John wrote his very
short second letter near the date of his first letter, probably around A.D. 90, around
the time of his exile from Ephesus to the island of Patmos.

Audience. John’s second letter differs from his first in that he directs it to a
chosen lady and her children, which might mean a member of a local church but
could just as well mean a certain church and its members, or the broader church and
believers everywhere. The church is Christ’s bride, hence making the church Jesus’s
chosen lady. Readers wisely take John’s second letter as an address to the church
and to themselves.

Structure. John’s second letter differs from his first letter in its instructional
emphasis. His first letter had more of an inspirational emphasis. John’s first letter
celebrated the fellowship that we have as followers of Christ. John’s second letter
warned that false teachers can rob us of that fellowship. In his second letter, John
firmly confirms that faith means following Christ, which is to obey his words. The
letter both challenges and lifts readers. We must walk in obedience to Christ’s
commands, the primary one of which is to love one another. Christ is truth carried
out in sacrificial love. We must also be on guard against wicked deceivers, false
teachers who deny the truth. John’s second letter, like the first, lifts the face and
opens the heart toward the glory of Christ, while adding stern warnings against false
teaching, making the key to distinguish.

Application. The way to recognize a false teacher is that the teaching contradicts
the commands of Christ. We must love one another, John’s second letter says, like
his first letter urged, but to do so we must avoid false teachers who would have us
do otherwise. We must then obey Christ. Know the difference between good and



evil. Good loves as Christ loves. Evil does not. Reject evil, love good, and obey
Christ.

Memory Verses. 4: It has given me great joy to find some of your children
walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded us. 5: And now, dear lady, I am
not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that
we love one another. 6: And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his
commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in
love. 7: Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the
flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the
antichrist. 8: Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked for, but that you
may be rewarded fully.


