
Theme. The theme of 2 Peter is warning. Cheerful banter is nice, and specific
encouragement is nicer. Warning? Not so much. Yet warning is far better than
banter or encouragement, when warning speaks of that which it knows. We should
far rather have warning of a dire event from which preparation can save us, than to
have only fair-weather forecasts. Give us warning, or in lack thereof we may find
death. Second Peter fulfills the writer’s duty to be frank as to what lies ahead.

Author. Some hold that the prominent disciple Peter also wrote 2 Peter, as he
wrote 1 Peter. Others note differences in the letters’ styles. Indeed, 2 Peter’s style
seems closer to the following letter Jude, causing some scholars to attribute 2 Peter
to the same author who wrote Jude. One theory holds that the author’s reference in
Jude to desiring to write another letter when needing instead to urgently write the
letter Jude, was a reference to 2 Peter. That theory would then make the reference in
2 Peter to an earlier letter already sent, a reference to the letter Jude rather than, as
many assume, a reference to 1 Peter. In any case, if Peter did not write 2 Peter, then
readers can still have confidence that 2 Peter’s author knew Peter, his experiences,
and his teaching well. If Peter was the author of his credited second letter, rather
than another author attributing Peter, then Peter wrote it around 67 A.D., shortly
after his first letter and at the very end of his life, just before his execution.

Audience. The audience for Peter’s second letter was the universal church,
believers everywhere, rather than those of a certain ancestry, local church, locale, or
region. The assurances of 1 Peter are largely absent from 2 Peter, replaced in 2 Peter
with warnings against false teachers, a call to diligent action, a challenge to grow in
faith, and an assurance of Christ’s return in judgment against non-believers. The
challenges that 2 Peter addresses are not external, such as Roman persecution, but
internal, against heresy and spiritual malaise. Believers need comfort from
suffering, but they also need reminders that faith involves moving forward
confidently and responsibly, as 2 Peter continues to admonish.

Structure. Peter’s second letter follows a three-part structure. Chapter one urges
the letter’s readers to make their calling and election sure, under the prophecy of
scripture. Jesus, Peter argues, has given us everything we need for a godly life. We
need only make every effort to add godly qualities to our faith. Jesus authors our
faith, but we must strive to develop godly qualities through that faith. Peter’s
second chapter warns against the destruction of false teachers. Peter’s third and
final chapter is a warning that the day of the Lord will come so suddenly that we
must make every effort to hold onto our secure position with him. Conduct remains
important, Peter reveals, and so we should be blameless when Christ returns.



Application. The day of the Lord will come like a thief, Peter tells us, meaning
when least expected, perhaps when night has lulled our faith asleep. Second Peter’s
warning theme gives the reader two applications. First, as Peter’s first chapter
exhorts, be sure of your salvation. Confirm your calling and election. Get right with
Jesus. Confess him publicly and believe in his resurrection privately. Second, as
Peter’s last chapter alerts, because the day of the Lord when Jesus returns to judge
will be upon us when we least expect it, always live a holy and godly life. Be on
guard against all lawlessness.

Memory Verses. 1:3: His divine power has given us everything we need for a
godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. 1:5-7: [M]ake every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness;  and to godliness, mutual affection;
and to mutual affection, love. 3:8: But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:
With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.
3:9: The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come
to repentance. 3:10: But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
everything done in it will be laid bare.


