
Theme. The theme of the letter to Titus is teaching. Paul exhorts his protégé
Titus to encourage and rebuke with authority. Teaching is a critical role within the
church, for as Paul reminds Titus at verse 3:14, they must teach their people to do
good, leading productive lives that provide for their urgent needs. Teaching is
important because its effect is practical. People do not eat when they are not taught.
God’s word warns, stops, turns, and guides the path forward to productive life,
flourishing life. Sound doctrine is important. It makes for better life.

Author. The letter to Titus credits Paul as its author. Paul wrote the letter to Titus
around 64 A.D., between his two Rome imprisonments and about the time that Paul
wrote 1 Timothy, late in Paul’s life. Paul was in Nicopolis when he wrote the letter
to Titus. Read the above section on Paul’s letter to the Romans for more on Paul’s
life.

Audience. Paul’s letter was to his special representative Titus, who oversaw the
churches on the island of Crete, where Titus and Paul had preached and ministered
together, on a visit lasting weeks, before Paul left to Titus to finish their work. Titus
was Paul’s Greek protege whose faith Paul had long nurtured. Galatians, for
instance, records Titus meeting with the leaders of the Jerusalem church as evidence
of the Holy Spirit’s work among Gentile believers. Indeed, Titus served as Paul’s
ambassador in other work. Paul’s letter to Titus is another, and likely last, step in
Paul’s careful development of another outstanding servant of the faith, like Timothy.
In the letter, Paul counsels Titus on church affairs, much like Paul had counseled
Timothy. Paul’s counsel on how to treat different age groups of believers is a
touching example of the care with which Paul urged his pastors to shepherd the
flock. While the letter to Titus includes precious counsel, its greater witness may be
to the care that established faith leaders should take in identifying and developing
the next generation of leaders. In that day, missing one generation in leadership
could have caused the church to have disappeared. The same remains true today,
that the church is always only one generation from severe setback. Paul thus
confirms the Holy Spirit’s enduring power and purpose in his letter to Titus.

Structure. Paul’s letter to Titus follows a three-part structure centered around
teaching. Paul first exhorts Titus, in verse 1:5, that he had left Titus in Crete to
straighten out what Paul had left unfinished. Churches, in their local condition, are
not always straight, sound. Sometimes, they have unfinished business that sound
teaching will straighten out. Paul then turns in chapter two to what Titus must teach
his church, which was sound doctrine that says “no” to ungodliness. Paul was
concerned with the conduct of the church’s members, that they reflect the holiness
of Christ. Paul ends the letter with a third part in which he urges Titus to remind the
people to do good, giving a list in verses 3:1-2 of specifics. Paul embeds three



statements of Jesus’s incarnation as God in Christ, at verses 1:1-4, 2:11-14, and
3:4-7, within this practical, three-part message. Paul’s letter to Titus is thus both
deeply spiritual and practical in nature, and so must have heartened its reader with
the clarity of its doctrine.

Application. We, too, like Titus, must both do good ourselves and teach others to
do good. Paul’s list includes to obey, be subject to ruling authorities, be peaceable
and considerate, and show humility to all. What, though, motivates us to do good?
Have we found our purpose in Christ? God will some day ask us what we did with
his Son Jesus Christ, whether we confessed, trusted, loved, and obeyed. He will also
ask us what we did with the life that he gave us. Let God’s desire and Christ’s love
be our motivation.

Memory Verses. 1:2: In the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie,
promised before the beginning of time…. 1:6: An elder must be blameless, faithful
to his wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being
wild and disobedient. 1:9: He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has
been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those
who oppose it. 3:5: He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit. 3:14: Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is
good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives.


