
Theme. The theme of 2 Timothy is endurance. Endurance implies forging ahead
although circumstances make doing so hard. Endurance implies toughness, perhaps
a thick skin and strong heart. No one leads a life without recognizing at times the
need to endure. Pastors, certainly, must endure as they lead their congregation
through its own disorder and outside persecution. Paul emphasizes in 2 Timothy
that he had endured to the end of his race, as Timothy should endure. Yet pastors are
not the only ones who must endure through spiritual challenges. All who follow
Christ should expect persecution and thus must, like Paul, also endure. We must
above all draw strength from the Holy Spirit, who brings us God’s power and word.
Second Timothy emphasizes both the need to endure and the source of our
endurance.

Author. Second Timothy credits Paul as its author. Paul wrote 2 Timothy just a
couple of years after penning 1 Timothy, around 66 or 67 A.D., during his second,
short Rome imprisonment before execution, making the letter Paul’s latest, in
chronology his last. One can barely imagine enduring all that Paul endured, to write
such an encouraging letter from his execution prison. Second Timothy makes a
perfectly fitting latest Pauline letter. Read more about Paul in the above section on
his letter to the Romans.

Audience. Paul’s last letter constituted a passing of the torch from the apostolic
generation, who met and knew the Lord, to those like Timothy who would carry the
church forward based instead on witness and faith. In 2 Timothy, Paul expressed the
deep love the apostles had for their faith children like Timothy, on whose
commission the gospel message would now depend. Paul urged Timothy to
remember his calling and hold fast to the truth as he exercised his gifts to prepare
the next generation’s leaders. The letter warned again of deceivers and the word’s
power to expose them and stand against them. Paul used his own life as an example,
relating in verse 4:7 that he had fought the good fight to finish the race in faith. Paul
concluded with a final commission for Timothy to preach to the end, closing with a
poignant request for some personal items and information. The letter stands as
timeless testament to the strength of character and depth of love with which the
Holy Spirit blesses enduring faith leaders.

Structure. Paul’s second letter to Timothy has a three-part structure referring to
the past, present, and future. Chapter one urged Timothy and, by extension, other
church leaders to guard the treasure of the past, with the Holy Spirit’s help. That
treasure is a good deposit entrusted to church leaders, who someday must pass it on
like Paul was doing in 2 Timothy. Chapters two and three then exhorted Timothy to
endure the present hardships like the good soldier in Christ that Timothy was.



Chapter four concludes the letter with an assignment for the future, to preach the
word in season and out of season.

Application. Second Timothy reminds us that we must endure as Paul endured,
he expected Timothy to endure, and the other apostles endured. Paul writes in verse
1:12 that whatever came, he refused to be ashamed of the gospel because he knew
in whom he had believed, Christ Jesus, who would guard what Paul had entrusted to
him. He also wrote, in verse 3:12, that everyone trying to live godly in Christ Jesus
suffers persecution. We must expect similar persecution and, when it comes, endure
as Paul endured and Timothy must also have endured.

Memory Verses. 1:7: For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but
gives us power, love and self-discipline. 2:15: Do your best to present yourself to
God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly handles the word of truth. 3:1: But mark this: There will be terrible times
in the last days. 3:16: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. 4:2: Preach the word; be
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great
patience and careful instruction.


