
Theme. The theme of 2 Thessalonians is resolve. Anything that we hope to
achieve in the world requires a degree of resolve. Things of faith, though, often
require more resolve than things of the world. The world opposes faith, challenging
and persecuting its followers. Persecution has but one response, which is to forge
ahead in resolve. Resolve, toughness, perseverance, and trust go hand in hand to
equip the follower to hold fast to the faith. We need to hear of this resolve. The
alternative, quitting and failure, isn’t pretty.

Author. Second Thessalonians credits Paul as its author. Paul wrote the letter
from Corinth around 51 A.D., as little as a few months after he wrote 1
Thessalonians to the same church. The brevity and content of 2 Thessalonians make
clear that Paul wrote the letter to address confusion, or, much worse, deliberate
distortion, about the timing of Christ’s return that his prior letter 1 Thessalonians,
and the church’s continuing persecution, had raised. See more about Paul in the
section above on the letter to the Romans.

Audience. Paul’s letter shows in greater detail that some in the church had either
innocently misconstrued or, as false teachers, deliberately distorted, his statement in
1 Thessalonians that Christ could come at any moment. Readers of that earlier letter
were using it as an excuse for idleness. They had also misconstrued their
persecution as evidence that the Lord’s day was indeed quite near, as an excuse for
not pursuing more of the Lord’s good work. Paul in 2 Thessalonians corrected the
church, indicating that while Christ’s return could be quite near, an expectation that
is fully appropriate, his imminent return was no excuse for idleness. The church will
first see the lawless man revealed before Christ returns. The Lord indeed desires
patient and expectant waiting but also desires that the Lord’s ministers, which
includes all believers, should work as he desires. Evil will increase in the last days,
bringing with it the believers’ increased persecution, but those signs are simply
greater reason to spread the gospel message, doing the Lord’s commissioned work.

Structure. Paul gave 2 Thessalonians a three-part structure, each comprised of a
single chapter. Paul’s first part exhorts the letter’s recipients to remain strong in the
faith in the face of trials and persecutions, as the church had so far done. Paul next
advises the church to stand firm in belief, trusting what the members had trusted
initially. The church had received Paul’s reliable teaching, on which its members
must continue to stand. Finally, Paul exhorts the church’s members to keep working
while praying. They must never tire of doing right. Paul makes 2 Thessalonians a
good reminder during challenges to press forward in faith.

Application. Paul uses 2 Thessalonians to teach the church discipline,
self-control, and focus. We must not grow tired, nor lax and lazy, nor turning to our



comforts while seeking further luxuries. The world offers us these things, but the
offers pale in comparison to the riches of faith. We must look again to Christ, seeing
how he pressed on through worse suffering, while knowing that he comes. Our
Savior will stand on the earth. We must be ready to welcome him. Return to our
Savior, rest in him, and never tire of following the faith.

Memory Verses. 2:3: Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will
not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man
doomed to destruction. 2:13: But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers
and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 3:6: In the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away
from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the
teaching you received from us.


