
Christians tend not to attribute things to luck. What, after all, is luck but an oddly
mystical yet nonsensical concept? Does the universe have some invisible force
known as luck, one that Einstein missed? When someone says that an event was just
luck, they probably mean chance, that probabilities just came up right in that one
instance, when they’ll come out wrong in many future instances. Only when they
refer to good luck and bad luck, or as some people say karma, do things get truly
mystical. Christians generally eschew such concepts and phrases, speaking instead
of God’s action or, in a sort of Christian code for God’s action, calling it
providence, the hand of God providing what one needs.

God does act providentially. God acts in ways that protect and bless, guide and
discipline, challenge and refine. God participates in his creation. He has not just
wound it up like a mechanical clock and stepped aside as it winds down by some
preset course. Instead, God engages his creation. Not a sparrow falls apart from the
Father’s works, Jesus said in Matthew 10:29. The apostle Paul writes in Ephesians
1:11 that God works all things according to his purpose. God controls all things as
God wishes. And so, providentially, God provided the ram for Abraham to sacrifice
instead of Isaac, as Genesis 22 records. As Amos 3:6 states, disaster does not come
on a city without the Lord somehow being involved. God may permit Satan to act,
as Jesus permitted Satan to sift Peter like wheat producing Peter’s three denials, but
even then, Satan acts only within God’s larger design. Jesus already knew, as Luke
22:31 expressed, that Peter would turn back to Jesus after Satan did his terrible
work, when Jesus would restore Peter.

Jesus, God incarnate, certainly acted, calming the seas, feeding thousands, healing,
teaching, protecting, raising the dead. Do you think that God suddenly stopped
when Jesus ascended to heaven? Indeed, God does not only control natural things
but also artificial things, human designs, as Proverbs 16:9 asserts in stating that the
Lord establishes a person’s steps despite what the person plans. Lamentations 3:37
adds that whatever a person speaks, it doesn’t come to pass unless the Lord also
commands it. James 4:13-15 repeats that whatever persons plan, they should know
better that those things will come to pass only if the Lord wills. Chance? Proverbs
16:33 states directly that although persons cast lots, everything is still from the
Lord.



Those who do not know God or who reject him, and who reject any spiritual
dimension, have only material explanations on which to rely. Material things,
meaning matter and energy, operate, they believe, by blind natural laws. Things
bounce off one another in chaotic actions so numerous, they believe, that they
appear at times to form patterns. The patterns are, they believe, just the human mind
looking for things that are not there. The patterns are randomness rarely expressing
something that may look like order, like God’s hand, like providence. Foolish
Christians, the materialists say. They see God, when what they should see is just
another roll of the dice.

Which view, though, is true? Do we live in a purely probabilistic universe, bereft of
God or God’s action? Or does God exist and act? Better, certainly, that you believe
in God and his providence. Which, after all, produces the better life for you, the
better world for you in which to act, a careless world or a providential God? Yet if
you don’t wish to make the better choice just because it clearly is the better, when
you still don’t trust that it is also the correct choice, then ask God, and he may show
you. The high priests of Israel wore a vest with stones on it by which they would
ask God for a sign. Gideon twice asked God for a sign on a wool fleece, as Judges
6:37-39 records. God has given many Christians a sign of his presence, when they
asked. He even gives signs when they don’t ask, which is the better for trusting
God.

But be cautious in asking for a sign. God is not a traffic cop. He generally expects
you to know his will from his word and Spirit, not from a wetted fleece. Study his
word, pray, and wait, and the Spirit will help you discern. If you hear nothing, then
perhaps God intends to leave all options to you, pleased with any of them just so
long as you go ahead and act. Especially, though, don’t ask God for a sign when
you already know his will. That’s disobedience, challenge, rebellion, and a test. And
don’t ask God for a sign, when you already sense that God wants you to wait. Then,
you’ll take things that are not signs as if they were signs, just to do as you wish,
when you wish. The human heart is that deceptive.

Just be sure to distinguish God’s providence from good karma or good luck. We do
not live in a good or bad aura, in a cosmic Las Vegas. Rather, we live, move, and
have our being in God, as the apostle Paul told the meeting of the Areopagus,



recorded in Acts 17:28. Because God transcends his creation, he can be immanent,
present everywhere, in his creation, governing, sustaining, arranging according to
his will. We cannot flee from God if we tried, as Psalm 139:7-12 states in one of the
Bible’s most-evocative passages. And who would try, when God wills
providentially, in full and perfect supply? As Isaiah 46:10 states, God’s counsel
stands, doing all he pleases.

Examine your life closely. Investigate your circumstance. Let God’s Spirit show
you where God has acted for your supply. Unless your eyes are blind, you should
still see God’s extraordinary protection, his overflowing provision, and the subtle
workings of his delicate providence. Even in terrible circumstance, when Satan
believes he has wrest control, leaving only death and destruction, one can see the
hand of God holding Satan back, while offering his Son in eternal satisfaction.
God’s rich providence, not luck, is your salvation.


