
Evolution is a scientific theory that scientists use to study and explain natural
variations among living species. It recognizes what everyone knows, that some
individual members of certain species are better adapted to survive in the
environment in which they live. It further recognizes that those variations make the
stronger more likely to survive and reproduce, so that over time the species will
have adapted better to the environment.

Evolution, as scientists use the theory, is not a faith, religion, or worldview. As a
scientific theory, evolution makes no attempt to explain the source of time, space,
matter, and energy, or of the physical laws and other natural order within which
species vary. Evolution, as a scientific theory, makes no attempt to explain why
humans are here, what they are to do while here, or where they are going after they
leave here. Evolution makes no pretense of defining human meaning and purpose.
That discernment is not what scientific theories do. Evolution, as scientists use the
theory, does not prove or disprove any faith, religion, or worldview.

Christianity, by contrast, is a faith, religion, and worldview through which people
understand why they are here, what they are to do, including how they are to behave
toward other people, and where they are going, meaning their destiny. Christianity
addresses, and for its adherents fully answers, life’s big questions. God created
humans in his own image to love and honor him, as he loves and honors his
creation. Humans are to worship him only, not his creation or his processes such as
evolution. Humans are also to love one another as God loves them. Humans who
love God and his Son Jesus, their Savior, have God’s intimacy in paradise as their
destiny. Evolution, as a descriptive scientific theory, does not speak to these things.

Darwin didn’t debunk any faith, no less Christianity. What faithful Christians
believe about life’s big questions may perfectly align with the science of evolution,
or the faith and scientific theory may not align. Neither conclusion would
necessarily bother Christians. God may have used evolutionary processes to create.
He clearly allows evolutionary processes to help his creation adapt. Yet God also
surely created quite differently, out of any observed natural order, because God had
first to create time, space, matter, and energy, and thus create the natural order. God
is over his creation, both substance and process, not subject to his creation and not
constrained by the processes that he establishes.



So, where’s the conflict between evolution and Christianity? Popularizers turn
evolution into a faith, religion, or worldview, producing inaccurate, nonsensical
views like the questioner’s views above, and dangerous views bereft of regard for
others. For example, while survival and reproduction of the fittest is a natural
phenomenon, humans need not, generally do not, and surely should not proceed on
a survival-of-the-fittest ethic. Christian societies properly protect the weak from
oppression, helping them form families within which to enjoy raising and educating
children in the loving faith.

Evolutionists, by contrast, might extend their scientific theory into an ethic of
dominance and power for those strong enough to wield it. They might then take
control of populations and resources, decide who lives to reproduce a stronger race,
and who dies so as not to weaken the race. Sound familiar? The world that a
survival-of-the-fittest ethic would produce would be a very different one, a hard,
mean, and dark one in which all is competition for survival and reproduction, not
the society that Christianity promotes. Evolution describes some things well as a
scientific theory, but it produces a horrific worldview or ethic.

Creation is probably the subject around which people most confuse evolution and
Christianity. Evolutionists, those who go beyond the proven scientific theory, see
natural selection as a blind process capable of producing everything, from single
cell to multi-cell organisms to chimpanzee to humans, without God. A first problem
with attributing such powers to evolution is that the view doesn’t explain where
time, space, matter, and energy originate. Evolution describes a process, not an
origin. A second problem with attributing such powers to evolution is that the
process requires constant physical laws. Again, evolution has no explanation for the
consistent and orderly operation of time, space, matter, and energy.

A third problem with attributing such powers to evolution is that the view doesn’t
explain how the combination of time, space, matter, and energy within physical
laws got so exquisitely fine-tuned as to support the extraordinarily complex
development of organic life. Statistical treatments of this fine-tuning question show
that one could spill out trillions of universes without getting the necessary
conditions for life. A fourth problem is that the evolutionist view doesn’t explain
why life should have this impelling will to reproduce. Organisms generally don’t



know the theory of evolution, indeed have no conscience at all, no less a desire for
biological legacy. Why should they care to survive, no less reproduce? Who or what
gave them such will?

A final problem with the evolutionist view is that we have no evidence that random
conditions can produce anything nearly so complex as organic, reproducible life,
even single-cell life. Humans have made extraordinary effort to arrange conditions
perfectly to bring forth so little as a single, simple cell, or even a significant
building block for a cell, but utterly failed to do so. Humans can mix up an amino
acid under laboratory conditions, but only one that’s wrong as the most-basic
physical component for organic life. Evolution describes limited processes, not the
extraordinary panorama of life, nor the perfectly fine-tuned conditions that life
require.

Christians value science deeply, as a gift of God’s reason, just as scientists value
Christianity. Scientists who led the study of genetics were Christians. The Christian
monk Gregor Mendel began the study with pea-plant experiments in the mid
nineteenth century. Francis Collins, holding a Ph.D. in quantum physics before
leading the Human Genome Project, moved from atheism to Christian witness. He
now attests to the deep harmony between Christian faith and scientific study.
Evolution, genetics, and other biological and scientific study can be partners and
witnesses to Christian faith. Let’s keep things in the places they deserve, respecting
God and his created order.


