
Theme. The theme of the letter to the Colossians is that Christ is supreme,
enough on his own, not approached or surpassed by any other. We look for what is
best for us and our community, having the natural desire to succeed, to excel. And
so, we try this bit of religion and that bit of philosophy or expertise, creating what
we believe to be an effective concoction from the best of each thing that we sample.
Yet somehow, we find little help from that self-made mix. Colossians thus carries
the theme that faith in Christ is enough on its own. To mix lesser things with Christ
is not to improve over faith but to distort and diminish it. Look, Colossians says, to
Christ as supreme, superior, and sufficient alone. One does no better than to trust in
Jesus Christ.

Author. Colossians is another letter that credits Paul as its author. Paul wrote
Colossians during his first Rome imprisonment, making it another one of his four
prison letters, this one, like Ephesians and Philemon, delivered by his trusted
Tychicus, accompanied by the runaway slave Onesimus. Paul would have written
the letter around 60 A.D.

Audience. Paul addresses the letter Colossians to a church in Colosse, located
inland in the southwestern part of Asia Minor. Paul did not found or visit Colosse’s
church, which Epaphras, and others whom Paul’s missionary preaching converted,
seem instead to have founded. The letter indicates that misguided believers in
Colosse’s church were mixing their precious Christian faith with pagan and secular
beliefs in a sort of religious relativism, the contemporary equivalent of which may
be cultural Christianity. The letter thus directs its instruction to the sufficiency of
faith in Christ alone. Given Christ’s fullness and lordship, Christ and anything else
is less than Christ and thus a loss and dangerous heresy. Colossians confronts that
heresy with the truth that Christ is God and the head of the church, we are in Christ,
and therefore we have no need for the world’s legalism, philosophy’s asceticism, or
another world’s mysticism. Christ has all power and authority. Colossians offers a
timeless and precious grounding in the deepest reaches of our faith.

Structure. Paul gives Colossians a two-part structure. Chapters one and two
show the faith’s foundation in who Jesus is. Jesus is preeminent, both the world’s
creator with his Father and the world’s gift recipient, through his Father’s grace in
allowing Jesus to become human within creation. Jesus, as John 1:11 states, came to
that which was his own, the Son as visible manifestation of his invisible Father.
Paul’s second part, comprised of chapters three and four, shows the first part’s
application in who we are to be. How we comprehend Christ determines who we
are. When we accept Christ as all-sufficient Savior, we become like him in the way
he created us to be. Paul in Colossians connects the theological with the practical.
Theology, meaning here our understanding of Christ and his mission on earth,



becomes highly practical, as the experience of the Colossians proved. Paul set that
proof straight.

Application. Jesus, we should learn from Colossians, holds everything together,
as if a cosmic glue, when we acknowledge him. We then must accept his holding
everything together, rather than searching for other mixtures to add to his glue. We
then must apply what we learn from his Spirit, rather than apply other mixtures that
do not hold like his glue. Christ not only holds us together but holds the church
together, too. As Christ’s body, the church grows when each member does the part
Christ made the member to do. We thus learn to work corporately, adding our gifts
to the gifts of others that the body may grow.

Memory Verses. 1:15: The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
over all creation. 1:16: For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things have been created through him and for him. 3:1: Since, then, you have been
raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the
right hand of God. 3:12: Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
3:16: Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish
one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.


