
Theme. The theme of the letter to the Philippians is joy. We desire and accept the
joy of the Lord, aided and inspired by Christ’s Spirit. Yet we also want to share that
joy with the body of believers with whom we celebrate our salvation in Christ. This
letter does so. It is not a critique but a celebration of the love that its author and
recipients had for one another. We should share that joy with our own church, our
own faith community, as we witness to the glory of knowing our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, anticipating joining him in his paradise kingdom.

Author. Philippians credits Paul with its authorship, as do a strong consensus of
scholars. Paul wrote Philippians around 61 A.D., as the last of his three prison
letters, this one near the end of his first Roman imprisonment. Epaphroditus had
brought Paul an offering from the church in Philippi, to which Paul wished to
respond in thanks by Epaphroditus’s return trip, except that Epaphroditus fell ill,
delaying the letter, as the letter itself describes. Like the letter before it, Ephesians,
Philippians shows the joy with which Paul could write, even from a Rom prison.
See the above section on Romans for more details about Paul’s life.

Audience. Paul founded the church at Philippi on his second missionary journey,
after a vision had sent him to Macedonia. With Philippi located on the Aegean Sea’s
northern coast, outside of Asia Minor, the church was the first on the European
continent. The church may have formed under the auspices of the businesswoman
Lydia, who welcomed Paul and his co-workers into her home, and perhaps also the
Philippian jailer whom Paul converted after a miraculous earthquake had set Paul
free. The church plainly held Paul in the highest regard because it had sent a gift for
Paul, whom Rome then held in prison. Paul wrote to thank the church for the gift
and encourage the church’s members, and believers everywhere, in deepening their
faith.

Structure. Paul offers a clear, chapter-by-chapter structure in his letter to the
Philippians. In the first chapter, Paul shows that Jesus is our life, the second chapter
that Jesus is our model, the third chapter that Jesus is our goal, and the final chapter
that Jesus is our contentment. Paul’s one passion was to know Christ more for that
opportunity’s surpassing greatness, against which everything else, including all
earthly riches, was loss. Hardship meant nothing to Paul. Philippians is thus a letter
of love, joy, and celebration, overflowing with the glorious Holy Spirit. The letter is
a favorite of many believers, made even more encouraging by the fact that Paul was
enduring such prison hardship while writing it.

Application. Philippians 2:14-16 urges that we do everything without
complaining, instead holding onto the word of life. Why shouldn’t we do so,
Philippians 3:8-10 asks, knowing that everything is loss, beyond knowing the power



of Christ’s resurrection? We must thus forget what is behind us and instead strain
toward the prize that is ahead in heaven in Christ Jesus, Philippians 3:13-14 exhorts
us. We should rejoice, rejoice always, rather than be anxious about anything, instead
praying with thanksgiving and requests to God, putting what we have learned into
practice, Philippians 4:4-9 concludes. Philippians is a joyful witness to our
celebration life in Christ.

Memory Verses. 1:6: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 2:5: In your
relationships with one another, have the same attitude of mind Christ Jesus had….
4:4: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 4:6: Do not be anxious
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. 4:8: Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.
4:13: I can do all this through him who gives me strength.


