
Religions do not all follow the same God. To put it more precisely, the New
Testament God whom Christians follow, who is the same Old Testament God whom
Jews follow, differs from any other god and is not simply a force or form of
thought. The God of Jews and Christians, besides whom no other god exists,
created all things, rules all things independent of any other influence or force, and
will end all things in his eternal glory shared only with those who revere and obey
him.

These statements may sound overly grand, wholly exclusive, and unnecessarily
disrespectful of other religions but are instead quite like statements that other
religions would likewise make for their own gods. These statements are also quite
like statements that atheists or agnostics would make for their own beliefs in forces,
philosophies, or ways of thoughts. Christians and Jews mean no disrespect to
anyone in boldly stating these truths. Rather, they wish that nothing, no other false
idol or deceptive way, lead anyone to their destruction apart from the one true God.
And again, other religions and worldviews would say the same thing back to Jews
and Christians, one hopes just as respectfully and with the same good motives.

So, are all gods, all systems of thought, essentially the same? They are not, as each
religion or worldview defines them. Each religion or worldview defines its supreme
force or being with his, her, or its own attributes. And those differing attributes
make big differences, so big that only one and not others would be right, if any were
right, as they each claim to be. Consider the following differences between the
Christian God and other gods, forces, or systems of thought.

The Christian God is above all relational, relatable, indeed seeking out and capable
of intimate relationship with his followers. The Christian God walks and talks with
his friends, as Jesus walked and talked with his disciples. The Christian God
comforts those who mourn, heals those who are sick, counsels those who are
confused, calls those who are lost, commands those who know to submit,
disciplines those who seek to rebel, and rescues those who are about to die, all
because he loves humans, whom he made in his own image, as much as he loves his
own Son. No other god, force, or system of thought is so personal, relatable.

The Christian God also communicates, not in mysteries reserved for shamans or
priests, but in ways that many people, indeed all people, can know. He inspired an



unprecedented book, the Bible, to which billions have access and about which
nearly everyone can know, through which he speaks inexhaustible volumes. The
Christian God implores prayers from his followers that he answers in words,
thoughts, emotions, relationships, resources, and providences galore. No other god,
force, or system of thought claims a supreme being or force who communicates
equivalently.

The Christian God also shares what’s to come. That is, he predicts, prophecies,
foresees, and shows the future so that his people know that he is in control and
know what is to come. His prophets foretold countless events, greatest among them
the coming of God’s own Son. His Son then foretold earth-shattering events,
greatest among them his own sacrifice, resurrection, and ascension. God continues
to foretell of a future so spectacular, including his own eternal city descending from
heaven, that it holds in enthrall any who comprehend and embrace it. No other god,
force, or system of thought has similarly foretold things to come.

The Christian God is also incredibly humble, more so than anyone, not just other
putative gods. His greatest humility was to sacrifice his own Son, to let his innocent
Son die for the sins of others so that those others would not die. He sent his Son to
the womb of an unknown teenage betrothed, who bore him in a lowly animal
shelter. God’s Son plied a simple trade until taking his humble mantle to heal the
beggar, free the tax collector, and forgive the prostitute. God’s Son washed the feet
of foolish disciples on the night of his betrayal and trial, refused to answer false
charges at his midnight trial, and prayed for the forgiveness of those who crucified
him. No other god, force, or system of thought has similar humility.

The Christian God is above all merciful, filled with grace toward his corrupted
creation. He gave his Son’s life so that he could forgive the world its rebellion and
take its children back to him as his adopted treasures, forever. The Christian God is
thus supreme in love, for nothing demonstrates greater love than to lay down one’s
life for another, as the Christian God did. No other god, force, or system of thought
loved an imperfect humankind in this same way or made similar offer.

The Christian God thus did another thing that no other god, force, or system of
thought did, which was to enter his own creation to save it. And having entered it,
rescued it, and returned to his kingdom realm, God sent his Holy Spirit into the



world, into human hearts, to guide us back to him through Jesus. This last
fundamental difference between the Christian God and other gods, forces, or
systems distinguishes the Lord Jesus Christ from the Jewish Old Testament God,
whom Christians know as the same trinitarian God, in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
but whom Jews do not so recognize.

The Christian God is thus uniquely the world’s creator and Savior. No, other
religions do not worship this same God, of whom we have only One, who was, who
is, and is to come. Do not mistake the Lord Jesus Christ for any other god, force, or
system, and he will not mistake you for anything other than another of his treasured
people to rescue.


