
Theme. The theme of the letter to the Galatians is freedom. Righteousness,
Galatians 2:21 explains, does not come through rule-keeping, not through religious
law or practice, because if it did, then Christ died without purpose. Instead,
Galatians 2:20 explains, we, too, died, crucified with Christ, for the purpose of
living by faith in Christ, set free. We need not meet a measure, satisfy a standard,
nor keep up with the holy devout. We need only meet Christ, embrace him, die with
him on the cross, and then rise again as he rose, to live free for him in his kingdom
paradise. These things that sound like we might have to achieve, he has already
achieved for us, making us free in Christ.

Author. Galatians attributes Paul as its author, about which scholars likewise
show strong consensus. Read more about Paul in the above section on his letter to
the Romans. Paul wrote Galatians while in Antioch in central Asia Minor, just
before Paul returned to Jerusalem in 50 A.D. for a council to settle an issue, one that
Paul addressed in Galatians and elsewhere. Paul was thus very much in the thick of
guiding the church’s spread, even as, with the Spirit’s help, the church discerned
sound doctrine.

Audience. Paul wrote the letter Galatians to the churches that Paul had founded
on his first missionary journey through Galatia, a region in south-central Asia
Minor. Because Paul did not address the letter to any specific church, he plainly
intended that the Galatian churches circulate the letter among them. Those churches
would have shared similar culture giving rise to similar challenges even if they also
likely faced differing specific issues.

Structure. Galatians has a three-part structure, beginning in its first two chapters
with Paul’s statement on the authenticity of the gospel that he preached. The letter’s
second part, comprised of the next two chapters, asserts the superiority of the gospel
arousing out of Judaism, to Judaism without Christ. As an early letter, Galatians
addressed an issue that divided the early church, having to do with the relationship
between Jewish and Gentile converts. Jewish leaders known as the Judaizers were
advocating that Gentile converts to the new Christian faith must keep Jewish laws
and traditions. To the Judaizers, faith in Christ was not enough. New Gentile
converts must also comply with burdensome laws including those for circumcision.
In Galatians, Paul rejected that position, opposing the apostle Peter, and advocating
vigorously that faith in Christ was enough. The letter’s third and last part,
comprised of the last two chapters, asserts the new faith’s liberating effect. The new
faith-based covenant was one of life and liberty, whereas the old law-based
covenant was one of demand and enslavement. Galatians is a spectacular testimony
that the gospel is authentic, superior, and enough.



Application. The import of Galatians is that we embrace and experience the
liberty that comes with Christ. That liberty is not to licentiousness, for which we
have no desire in any case, Christ having liberated us from sin’s bondage. Rather,
our liberty is to love him and, as we do so, love our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Christ frees us from the worry of death and, before death, demands to conform.
Live as Christ made you, in his image and yet unique in him. Look on Christ, listen
to his Spirit, and live your life in such joy that your love overflows to others, who
may then likewise receive his Spirit. Know the fruit of that Spirit, which Galatians
5:22 tells us is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Our freedom is to pursue these things without limit.

Memory Verses. 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. 3:28: There is neither Jew nor Gentile,
neither slave nor free, neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
5:1: It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 5:16: So I say, walk by the
Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 5:22-23: But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 6:7:
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. People reap what they sow.


