
The sincerity with which one holds what one believes does count, but only if what
one believes is true. Sincerity in pursuing falsehood is in the end just as bad as
knowing the truth but deciding it’s not worth following. Both the
sincere-but-deceived and the undeceived-but-uncaring get nowhere. The fool and
the sluggard both miss out on truth and the benefits that truth supply, whether the
question is scientific fact, historical truth, or spiritual truth. Truth is truth, and
falsehood is falsehood. Being sincere about what one believes doesn’t change the
facts, doesn’t change the way that God created the universe.

People who reject or question the spiritual realm assume wrongly that whatever the
spiritual realm may constitute, it operates without truth, perhaps only in the minds
of the believers, but in any case, with every belief, practice, or contention equally
valid and reliable. The Bible does not represent the spiritual realm in any such
subjective, you-dream-it fashion. Rather, the Bible represents the spiritual realm as
God governing it, his kingdom under his authority and rules, from which God has
banished those spirits, led by Satan, who rejected God’s rule. The spiritual realm is
not imagined but real. Thus, spiritual truths are not negotiable, changeable at
anyone’s whim, but instead God-ordained, God-established, and beyond the power
of humans to alter to their preference.

Thus, for instance, believing that God does not exist makes him no less so. God still
rules. Believing that God shares his rule with equal, alternative powers does not
make him any less powerful, less sovereign. God still reigns supreme, with all else
subject to him. One may hold those other views vehemently, believing them with
passion and heart, and yet they remain false. The strength, passion, authenticity, or
commitment with which one holds a false belief makes it no less false, nor any
truer.

The assertion that sincerity in belief is all that matters indicates the post-truth age in
which we live. Many people believe that no truth exists other than those beliefs
which people hold with passion, which then are all true. This nonsense denies the
world’s reality, as if the human mind were so powerful as to create its own reality.
Post-truth beliefs are extraordinarily arrogant, as if individuals can create their own
worlds, not virtual worlds but genuine worlds having the character of truth. This
post-truth belief that anything is true when held passionately undermines all truth,



while elevating passion over reason. Post-truth belief makes it impossible to think,
converse, and consider the truth of views because all that matters is the view that
one holds, denying any contrary view.

Sincerity still matters. The Bible certainly concerns itself with motives and
integrity. As 1 Samuel 16:7 states, God does not look at humans in the same way
that humans look at humans, in their outward appearance. God instead looks at the
heart. God knows what motivates each person, and he prefers pure motives, holy
motive to honor and serve God. The prophet Jeremiah states in his chapter twelve
that God knows him and sees him, examining his heart’s attitude toward God.
Jeremiah 17:10 repeats that God searches the human heart. Jesus in his Sermon on
the Mount equated thinking about bad acts, like looking at another lustfully, with
carrying them out. And James 4:3 warns that when we pray with wrong motives, to
spend what God gives us on our pleasures, God does not answer those selfish
prayers. Motives, what goes on in our heart as we consider and pursue things,
matter.

Yet the Bible further makes clear that sound motives and a sincere heart are not
enough, when the question comes to knowing and speaking the truth. Sincerity is
not all that counts. Truth counts more than sincerity. This premise one draws from
Philippians 1:15-18, in which the apostle Paul contrasts those who preach out of
selfish ambition to those who preach out of goodwill, concluding that what matters
is that we preach Christ, whether from false or true motives. Paul confirms the
premise in Galatians 1:7-9 when he chastises those who pervert the gospel,
throwing others into confusion. Paul concludes that even if an angel preached a
false gospel, the angel would be under God’s curse. Knowing and speaking the truth
is more important than the angelic motives with which one speaks. God approves
the truthteller with impure motives more than the well-intended perpetrator of
falsehoods.

The point is that the gospel is truth, an accurate statement of reality, while anything
that contradicts, perverts, or confuses the gospel is falsehood, no matter the
sincerity of one’s beliefs. Truth matters. God created, and his creation has specific
designs that exist and control, no matter what one believes. Believing that one can
flap one’s arms to fly is foolishness, no matter how earnestly believed. That Christ



gave his life to create a bridge for us to cross back to his Father in eternal life is
truth, no matter foolish denials. Truth exists in both material and spiritual realms,
earthly and heavenly realms. Be sincere, but also know and speak truth. Proceed
with right motives, but also proceed in truth.


