
Theme. The theme of Paul’s letter to the Romans is faith. Faith is a precious
commodity, especially in a skeptical world filled with self-constructed and
self-involved persons who see no superiority other than their own. Faith implies
trusting something, specifically the good news of Jesus Christ, and someone, in
salvation’s instance God. God in Christ is not the world’s message. Yet that good
news of Jesus Christ is the world’s only hope. The letter to the Romans spells out
the roadmap to eternal life through faith in Christ Jesus.

Author. Romans attributes Paul as its author, about which scholars also show
strong consensus. Scholars generally attribute the apostle Paul’s birth to Jewish
parents in A.D. 6 in Tarsus, in the east of modern-day Turkey. Paul, then known as
Saul, was a Roman citizen from birth but spent his formative years in Jerusalem,
studying the Jewish Torah under the prominent rabbinical scholar and Sanhedrin
member Gamaliel. Paul was by his own claim a Pharisee’s Pharisee, so strict of a
Jewish religious adherent that he persecuted the new Christians in Jerusalem and
throughout Judea. Poignantly, Paul was present and approving at the first recorded
Christian martyr Stephen’s stoning, as the book of Acts notes. Paul came to Christ
around 33 A.D. in his dramatic encounter with the risen Lord on Paul’s way to
Damascus to persecute believers. Acts records that Paul completed that trip blind,
receiving his sight and the Holy Spirit when meeting the visiting convert Ananias.
Paul then spent three years in Arabia before returning to Damascus briefly to preach
Jesus, until persecution caused him to flee to Jerusalem. Paul met with the apostles
in Jerusalem before returning home to Tarsus and nearby Antioch, to preach for
approximately the next decade from 36 A.D. to 46 A.D. Paul then spent another
decade on three missionary journeys throughout the eastern Great (Mediterranean)
Sea, from about 47 A.D. to 57 A.D., when he may have written about half of his
letters. Paul spent much of his last seven years under arrest and imprisoned in
Caesarea and Rome, guiding the churches and defending the faith. Paul may have
written the other half of his letters during this period, before his death by execution
in Rome around 64 to 68 A.D.

Audience. Consensus is that in Romans, Paul wrote between 56 and 58 A.D. to a
church in Rome that no apostle had yet visited. Jewish converts at Pentecost may
have migrated to Rome ahead of any apostle, witnessing to new Gentile converts,
establishing the church there. The letter appears to address both Jewish and Gentile
believers. Despite that Paul expresses his deep love for the church’s members, Paul
was likely writing to believers whom he did not know, intending instead to
introduce himself while also confirming with passion their remarkable and growing
faith. Paul planned to visit the church but wanted in advance to confirm the gospel
message that he would bring. Paul may have written Romans from Corinth while



preparing to visit Jerusalem to deliver a collection, before heading to Rome and
then on to Spain, having finished his work in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Structure. Although Romans includes greetings appropriate for a letter, the heart
of Romans is a long, bold statement of faith and argument for the faith, more so
than correspondence addressed to a specific audience. Romans first declares the
gospel’s facts before confirming the reader’s desperate need to receive salvation.
Romans then presents the gospel as available to all, God having extended his grace
to all, and anyone by faith alone able to accept God’s grace. Romans next describes
the freedom that salvation brings, before confirming God’s plan for Christ’s body to
unite Jews with Gentiles. Romans then describes the service that follows
submission to Christ, each believer having one’s own spiritual gifts, exercised in
unity to build one another up in faith. Romans ends with Paul describing his
personal plans while extending further greetings.

Application. The clear truths that Romans boldly expresses hold endless
encouragement for readers at any point in their growing faith. As Romans 10:17
asserts, “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through
the word about Christ.” Listen to God’s word about Christ. Dwell in the word.
Accept and believe God’s word. Romans presents the gospel as clearly and
forthrightly as any other Bible book or letter, and with greater detail and
comprehensiveness than most. For those reasons, many favor Romans as a first read
for new Bible readers, even while it remains a stalwart for Bible veterans. Some
evangelists use the so-called Roman Road through the letter to lead explorers to
Christ: we all have sinned (3:23); the wage of sin is death, but God’s gift is eternal
life through Christ (6:23); for while we were sinners, Christ died for us, out of
God’s love for us (5:8); if your mouth confesses Jesus Christ as Lord, and your
heart believes God raised him from the dead, then you will be saved (10:9); no
condemnation exists for those who are in Christ Jesus (8:1); and nothing can
separate us from God’s love in Christ (8:38-39). Embrace the gospel fully, first in
confession, then in belief.

Memory Verses. 1:17: For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous
will live by faith.” 3:22: This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to
all who believe. 3:23: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 5:8:
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 8:1: Therefore, there is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus. 8:28: And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.



10:9: If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10:17: [F]aith comes from
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.
12:1: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is true worship.
12:2: Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is
– his good, pleasing and perfect will.


