
The premise that everything is relative—just a matter of opinion or personal
taste—is easy to disprove. If everything were relative, then so, too, would be the
statement that everything is relative, meaning that maybe everything isn’t relative.
If everything were just a matter of opinion, then so, too, would be the statement that
everything is a matter of opinion, meaning that maybe everything isn’t a matter of
opinion. The point is that to make any assertion, even an assertion about assertions,
one must have a ground, basis, or starting point. The question is always, what is
your starting point? What is your ground for reasoning?

Everyone has a starting point. Some of us just don’t know that we do, won’t admit
it, haven’t examined it, and cannot articulate it. Those who, like the questioner
above, take relativism as a starting point have chosen shaky ground. As the above
demonstrates, the relativist’s starting point is itself internally inconsistent. The
relativist denies that all reasoning, all judgment, must begin from a ground, while
the relativist asserts relativism—personal preference, personal decision, personal
judgment, subjective choice—as the ground. The relativist is being just as
judgmental, just as moralistic, just as adamant and obstinate as anyone taking any
other position, including Christians advocating the good news through the word of
God.

The relativist would say that relativism lets anyone choose whatever they want. Yet
relativists are the first to condemn anyone taking any other view, such as a Christian
view. The relativist claims that only they have the right to declare what is true, that
all is relative. Indeed, to be consistent, the relativist must condemn every view,
including relativism, insofar as they say that every view is only a personal view.
Relativism thus must condemn truth itself, for in the relativist view, nothing can be
true for anyone other than oneself. Truth’s definition is that fact, reality, something
objectively so, exists outside of the view of the beholder. Yet relativism condemns
that very assertion. Relativism thus eliminates truth, leading to a post-truth society
in which nothing can be true.

In a post-truth society in which nothing is true, and everyone does as they please,
the only thing that matters is getting what one wants. A post-truth society atomizes
into individual views. Individuals coalesce only for ends, when they see that they
can achieve things together that they could not achieve alone, not around truth or



limited by truth, but without any truth constraint, as mobs coalesce. As soon as the
mob achieves what it wants, its reason for coalescing disappears, and it turns in on
its members to consume itself. Behavior is animalistic, opportunistic, and amoral,
shifting as conditions and opportunities shift, not limited by a golden rule such as
equal regard for others.

By contrast, Christianity rests the starting point in God, in the good news, sound
teaching, and perfect life of Jesus Christ. God’s inspired and authoritative word
supplies the ground, including both commands and guidance. Christ summarizes the
ground in two commands to love God and love neighbor, while dozens of other
parables, proverbs, and principles articulate those two commands into guidance for
innumerable situations. The word of God becomes a rich ground for studying and
discerning right conduct, that which benefits not only the actor but the acted upon,
the social and spiritual fabric of the full community.

Although Christians have God’s word for guide, at their best, they do better than
turn God’s word into rules or morals. At least, they do not seek to become
moralistic or legalistic. Keeping rules is not their aim. To them, God is not a traffic
cop, blowing whistles and writing tickets. They are not trying to be better than
anyone else. They do not make the Bible into a set of rules, a list of do’s and don’ts,
not for themselves, and not for others.

A Christian’s aim is instead to pursue God’s heart, which is to draw closer in
relationship to Jesus Christ, and to invite others to join them. Christians know that
they’ve broken the rules, that they haven’t been perfect and can only encounter
perfection, in the form of perfect love, in and through the perfect Son of God, Jesus
Christ. Christians thus pursue righteousness, meaning right relationship with God,
through a constant and abiding shelter in Christ. While they know God’s commands
and desire to follow them, their trust is not in their own ability to attend to rules but
in Christ’s ability to give them a pure heart.

Thus, Christians should not project moralism, as if doing right all the time was what
mattered most. Plenty of evidence exists, on the other hand, that pursuing God’s
heart, including knowing his commands and keeping them, is good not just for a
Christian but for everyone. Acquiring God’s heart in Jesus Christ, and pursuing
God’s righteousness through that loving heart, transforms one’s life and character. It



lifts not only the follower of Christ but all those around the follower. It exchanges
the shifting sands of whim and whimsy, of preferring this or that from moment to
moment, for an outlook built on rock, the most-solid foundation.

If Christianity is a custom, then it is a universal custom, one available to all.
Christians worldwide, from entirely different cultures and customs, can meet,
understand, and trust one another at the deepest level because they share the rock
who is Christ. They know the expectation for behavior, which is to love one another
while loving Christ. Customs may be entirely different, but they do not transgress
the two commands Christ gave us, one the reminder to love God, and the other the
new command to love one’s neighbor.

No, right and wrong are not merely exchangeable conventions, different here and
there. God has written his law on our hearts, so that we can agree not to murder,
steal, lie, cheat on our spouse, and covet what belongs to others. We can put God
first, worship no one and nothing other than him, honor our parents, care for our
families, and recover in his rest. We can do to others only as we would have them
do to us, accepting that we should each live by that like standard, love’s standard,
rather than different standards.


