
Few Christian doctrines, as some construe them, are as dramatic, otherworldly, even
alarming, as the so-called rapture. The Bible does indicate, clearly if briefly in 1
Thessalonians 4:16-17, with other supporting references, that the returning Christ
will transform living and dead believers, drawing and catching them up in the air, to
live with him eternally in heaven. John 14 records Jesus himself saying that he is
going away to prepare a place for his followers, to come back to take his followers
to that place. Art and literature have extended the clear but unelaborated Christian
doctrine of the rapture into entertaining, if unreliable, speculation. We do not know
how the event will occur, although the Bible does indicate this wondrous
transformation and catching up, popularly known as the rapture.

The Bible also tells a little more about the believer’s transformation. The apostle
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 of both the imperishable, resurrected body
believers will receive and the rapidity with which believers will take on their
resurrected bodies. Believers receive a new body, a heavenly body, that does not
decay or die. The transformation from earthly body to resurrected heavenly body
will occur instantly, in a figurative twinkling of an eye. The same passage indicates
that the transformation won’t be subtle or secret but instead will come announced,
at the sound, in fact the last sound, of a trumpet’s call.

Christ’s own resurrected body, the one that the disciples saw and touched as they
interacted with Christ on his post-resurrection appearances, may give some hint of
the resurrected bodies that believers will likewise receive. The resurrected Christ
walked, talked, and ate with the disciples. He even cooked a meal for them on one
occasion. The disciples could readily recognize him as the Lord with whom they
had traveled for years, although on a couple of occasions, those who met him
initially mistook him for an unknown person.

Christ’s resurrected body, in other words, looked normal enough to be natural. Yet
Christ also walked into a locked room, appearing and disappearing effortlessly,
without the limits of a natural body. Our resurrected body will thus apparently be
extraordinary, special, yet also familiar, identifiable, individual. We will remain
who we are rather than become someone or something else, although we will have a
transformed body, incorruptible, and apparently capable of things of which we are
not currently capable. Rapture is very much something to which to look forward.



The Bible further suggests some accompanying context for the rapture, however
discretely, benignly, or spectacularly rapture may occur. The rapture bears some
relationship to a seven-year period of turmoil, known as the tribulation, on earth.
Some view the rapture as the triggering event for the tribulation, while others view
the rapture as the tribulation’s conclusion. The Bible further indicates or implies
that the tribulation precedes a literal or figurative thousand-year reign of Christ on
earth. Following Christ’s thousand-year reign, God will judge remaining
unbelievers, casting them into the lake of fire. Believers will then live with Christ in
a new heaven and earth forever.

This outline leaves wide room for interpretation. That room invites speculation, for
some, too much speculation. Christians and others who elaborate the rapture into
fantastic dramas may serve some well in the acceptance, confirmation, or
development of sound Christian faith. Yet explore these speculations only to the
extent that they promote earnest and genuine faith. Do not let any such speculation
become an obstacle to you or to another. We do not know how Christ will transform
and draw believers, living and dead, other than that it will appear upward into the
air.

Christians do, however, know that Christ is returning with that purpose of saving
his living and dead followers. The Bible leaves no room for contesting Christ’s
return. Moreover, Christ will return visibly, in recognizable body. His return will
also be glorious, unmistakable, announced, not incognito, disguised, or concealed.
And when Christ returns, he will return as unchallenged victor and ruler, resolving
all conflict, leaving God only to judge.

Christians thus properly take the certainty of Christ’s return as an invitation to hope
and trust in their rapture. Christian faith is not a set of rules or morals but instead
confidence in a relationship. That relationship is between Christ and his followers.
The rapture comes as the first full realization of that relationship, when Christ
transforms followers to join Christ in heaven. Mature Christians should not fear or
ignore, but instead may readily embrace, the rapture, although in doing so, they
need not engage in lurid speculation. Keep a sound faith. Let that faith include
glorious victory. Live in the hope and power of the resurrection.


