
Theme. The theme of Malachi is refinement. God loves humankind but not its
sin. We often look to our own judgment of what is good and evil, our own way to
value and accomplish and acquire things, when we know that the Lord is the only
way. With every turning away from God, we become less like him. He must turn us
back to him, but we ignore his words and gracious way. And so, he at times refines
us through hardship but at other times refines us by withdrawing into silence until
we seek him once again. We call this difficult process refinement, and as hard as it
is, we embrace and value it, knowing that God only disciplines and refines those
whom he loves.

Author. The name Malachi in Hebrew means messenger, which is all that history
tells us of the prophet, who included nothing further in his introduction other than
that he was bringing the Lord’s word to Israel. Hints within the book, though, give
it a very late date, fitting to the last book of the Hebrew Bible. One such hint is
Malachi’s Persian word for Jerusalem’s governor, indicating a date while Judah was
under Persian rule between 538 and 333 B.C. Malachi’s warning of the rebuilt
temple’s corruption might indicate a date well after the temple’s 515 B.C. rebuild,
perhaps well after Nehemiah left Jerusalem in 432 B.C.

Context. Accepting these dates, Malachi prophesied as much as or more than
one-hundred years after Judah rebuilt the temple. Whatever Judah had learned from
its destruction, exile, and return should still have been evident, as those lessons
initially were evident in the holiness of the returned exiles when in their
commitment, they bravely rebuilt the temple. But Malachi’s prophesies show the
sad result that the lesson hadn’t remained. Judah had yet again lapsed into
corruption in society and worship. God must thus share more of his ancient plan for
humankind’s redemption. Malachi must prophesy again of the coming Messiah,
before God falls silent for the last several hundred years leading to that glorious
Bethlehem day.

Structure. Malachi’s first part of his three-part structure briefly reminds the
Israelites how God has loved them, only to have the Israelites ask how. Malachi’s
second part, continuing to the end of his second chapter, warns the Israelites how
they have not listened to God. Their priests should have preserved the knowledge of
God but instead have shown contempt for his name, and so the people have fallen
into corruption, unwilling to listen. Malachi’s third part, comprised of his third and
fourth chapters, tells of the coming Messiah who will refine like fire and purify like
soap, while offering hope for the coming ages.

Key Events. Malachi’s first key event records the Israelites doubting God’s love.
God responds in anger, documenting how the Israelites have broken their covenant



with him, defiling his altar with cheap sacrifices, while calling it a contemptible
burden. God warns the priests how he will punish them, for they have let Judah’s
men marry foreign wives who led them to worship foreign gods. The Israelites
pursue injustice, while robbing the Lord by withholding their tithes and calling
futile the serving of God. Malachi ends with God’s promise to save a remnant of
Judah in covenant renewal. God will send a prophet, whom Malachi calls Elijah, to
warn of the great and dreadful day of the Lord’s coming.

Key Locations. Malachi places his prophesies in Jerusalem, centering his
narrative around the temple, its altar, and its priests in their corrupt practices. The
short, four-chapter book is not one of geography. Malachi makes no mention of
surrounding enemies other than to condemn the priests’ permitting marriage of
foreign women and worship of corrupting foreign gods. Malachi is thus more a
book of allegorical than of literal place. In practicing corrupt temple worship, Judah
has corrupted its relationship with God.

Revelation of Christ. Malachi 1:2 begins with the Lord saying how he has loved
us, echoing John 3:16, where Jesus says how God so loved the world as to give him,
his only Son. Malachi 3:1 prophesies the Lord coming to his temple, which is the
body of Christ, constituted of his followers. While God desires our obedience, our
repentance itself does not save, though it prepares our hearts for the Lord Jesus who
saves. Malachi 4:1-2 then reveals the salvation of the Lord, healing us like a
warming sun of righteousness, while saving us from the fiery furnace for those who
refuse to embrace the Lord. Malachi is a striking final revelation of the coming
Lord Jesus, concluding the Hebrew Bible.

Application. Surely, Malachi’s message to accept the Lord’s refinement is one
that we can embrace today. We are his treasured possession, needing to return to
him. No life newly embracing Jesus as Savior remains the same. Instead, God’s
Spirit leads us in sanctification, increasing our love for and devotion to the Lord.
Gradually, our hearts turn from the things we once worshipped to worship God
only, and then to love our neighbors in reflection of the Lord’s own saving love.
Accept God’s refining fire, to embrace your salvation in the Lord. Malachi also
urges generous giving, offering the Lord’s promise of blessings in return so
abundant that we have no room for them.

Memory Verses. 1:2: “I have loved you,” says the Lord. “But you ask, ‘How
have you loved us?’” 1:14: “…I am a great king,” says the Lord Almighty, “and my
name is to be feared among the nations.” 2:5: ““My covenant was with him, a
covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this called for reverence and he
revered me and stood in awe of my name. True instruction was in his mouth and



nothing false was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and
uprightness and turned many from sin.” 2:15: “Has not the one God made
you? You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does the one God seek? Godly
offspring.” 3:1: “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before
me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger
of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.” 3:6: “I the
Lord do not change.” 3:7: “Return to me, and I will return to you,” says
the Lord Almighty. 3:10: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will
not be room enough to store it.” 4:2: “But for you who revere my name, the sun of
righteousness will rise with healing in its rays.” 4:5: ““See, I will send the prophet
Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. He will turn the
hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their
parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”


