
Theme. Zechariah’s theme is deliverance. Everyone at some point in life looks
for relief from circumstances that seem intractable. Sometimes, the route out of
hardship doesn’t seem possible to navigate. Deliverance suggests a miracle, a
sudden, unforeseen opening that only God could provide. Deliverance is divine,
transformative. To deliver is not only to remove from one undesired circumstance
but also to bring to another desired circumstance. To deliver suggests something
permanent, as if one will never go back to the former degraded state. These
implications are Zechariah’s deeply heartening theme.

Author. Zechariah’s name indicates that Yahweh remembers, which is fully
appropriate to Zechariah’s deliverance theme. Zechariah was the young grandson of
an elderly priest who brought Zechariah back with him from Babylon to Jerusalem
in 538 B.C. Of priest lineage, Zechariah likely would have been both prophet and
priest, as his knowledge of and interest in worship practices indicates, although the
returnees had not yet rebuilt the temple when Zechariah began his prophetic
ministry.

Context. The above dating indicates that Zechariah, when mature enough to
prophesy in 520 B.C. (as his book firmly indicates the date), was the elderly
Haggai’s young contemporary. The returned exiles had not yet rebuilt the temple
but were, as Haggai notes, living in their relatively luxurious paneled houses. One
can almost imagine Haggai bringing his harder message to the returnees that they
needed to reprioritize their commitments, while Zechariah brought his
more-positive message of the returnees’ coming deliverance. Zechariah’s later
prophesies may have been as late as the Persian king Xerxes’ 485-to-465-B.C.
reign, during which the Jew Esther became his queen, making Zechariah a very late
book in the Hebrew Bible.

Structure. The structure of Zechariah’s book is to begin with eight visions,
continue with four messages, and end with two oracles. Each of the eight successive
visions, spread across the book’s first six chapters, offer distinct symbolic images.
Zechariah is a highly symbolic text. Together, his eight visions speak of judgment
and restoration, and removal of evil from the earth. Zechariah’s four messages in
chapters seven and eight demand that the Israelites act with justice and in mercy, in
consequence of which the Lord will bless. Zechariah’s concluding two oracles see
the first and second coming of the Messiah Jesus Christ. Zechariah is thus a
remarkable book fully worthy of his day and our own day.

Key Events. Zechariah’s first vision is of a rider, the angel of the Lord on a red
horse, who will return to Jerusalem to rebuild his house. The second vision is of
four horns, indicating the nations that scattered Judah and Israel. The third vision is



of a man with a measuring line, a plumb line, heralding Jerusalem’s restoration. The
fourth vision is of new clothes for Judah’s high priest, indicating God’s forgiveness
of Judah’s sin. The fifth vision of a golden lampstand and two olive trees indicates
the anointing of the Holy Spirit, lighting the leaders’ way for God’s people. The
sixth vision of a flying book prophesies God’s word moving across the world. The
seventh vision of a woman in a basket sees God removing evil from Israel. The
final vision of four chariots indicates heavenly spirits bringing God’s judgment on
the unrepentant. Zechariah’s four messages of justice and mercy, over fasting, and
God’s blessing, follow. Chapters nine through fourteen to book’s end then record
the two grand oracles of the Messiah’s first and final comings.

Key Locations. Jerusalem is Zechariah’s geographic focus, understanding that
Judah’s capitol city represents so much more within the prophet’s extraordinary
visions. As the former and rebuilt temple’s location, Jerusalem is not only Judah’s
capitol but also stands in symbolic place for God’s presence, even his paradise
garden and kingdom. Within Zechariah’s heartening vision of Judah’s deliverance
with the Lord’s return to Jerusalem, Zechariah prophesies the fall of its surrounding
enemies Damascus, Tyre, Sidon, Gaza, Lebanon, and Philistia, and the far-away
late-rising power Greece. Zechariah thus offers a similar geographic vision to prior
prophets.

Revelation of Christ. Zechariah’s prophesies, starting at verse 9:9, of two
comings of Zion’s king are among the Hebrew Bible’s most evocative revelations of
the Messiah Jesus Christ. Zechariah is a fully messianic book. The Lord, Zechariah
9:16 pointedly clarifies, will come to shepherd and save his flock. Zechariah 11:12
prophecies the thirty pieces of silver Jerusalem’s priests paid for his life. Zechariah
12:10 then makes an extraordinary prophecy of Jerusalem looking on the one whom
they have pierced, mourning bitterly at his passing, as Jerusalem pierced Jesus on
his cross. On that day of the Lord’s piercing, Zechariah continues at 13:1, a fountain
will open to cleanse Jerusalem from impurity, as we know that Jesus’s taking our
sins to the cross cleanses us of our sins. God will have stricken the shepherd close
to him, Zechariah 13:7 continues, scattering the sheep, as we know the Father
allowed men to strike the Son Jesus, who after his resurrection and ascension sent
the Spirit to accompany his followers across the earth. Zechariah 14 then prophesies
the Lord’s return, when the Lord will rule the whole earth, with his name the only
name, as in the end Jesus alone will rule on the earth. Thank God that his Son Jesus
fulfilled Zechariah’s messianic prophecy.

Application. Zechariah’s clear lesson is that we look to the Lord’s coming, no
matter our circumstance. We find depression quickly upon us, whether from the
burden of our own sin, the sins of others, or a broken world. Yet we must not look



to our circumstance, when God has given his Son so that we look instead to him.
We, especially, more so than the ancient Judeans, should have that hope because
Jesus has already fulfilled Zechariah’s first vision of his coming. We then must look
to his second coming, always preparing, always trusting, always looking up. Hold
fast to Jesus, Zechariah offers. Hold fast to the Lord.

Memory Verses. 1:3: This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Return to me,”
declares the Lord Almighty, “and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. 4:6:
“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty. 9:9: See,
your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, lowly and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 9:16: The Lord their God will save his
people on that day as a shepherd saves his flock. 10:4: “Shepherd the flock marked
for slaughter.” 11:12: I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not,
keep it.” So, they paid me thirty pieces of silver. 12:10: They will look on me, the
one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only
child and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 13:7: “Awake,
sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!” declares
the Lord Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered….” 14:9:
The Lord will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one Lord, and
his name the only name.


