
Theme. Habakkuk’s theme is faithfulness. We wait for God to act, and then we
wait some more. We wonder when, even whether, God will do as he has promised,
as his attributes and intentions require. We have heard of God and believe that we
know him. We want to trust him, but still we must wait because he has not yet
acted. Habakkuk shows that this waiting on God, imploring and expecting him to
act as we trust that he will, is faith. Faith, Hebrews 11:1 tells us, is confidence in the
things of God that we have not yet seen but for which we hope. Habakkuk’s
extraordinary little book shows faith in both discussion and in action.

Author. Habakkuk tells us in his first verse and again later in his book that he is a
prophet, which is about all that we know of him. Not all Bible prophets claim to be
so. Some, we know, were priests, another a shepherd, and many we simply do not
know. When Habakkuk calls himself the prophet, though, a reader could fairly infer
that he came from Judah’s school of prophets, trained, appointed, and compensated
to prophesy, as the Bible’s history books show those schools to have existed during
the reign of Israel’s kings. Habakkuk ends his book saying that he wrote it for the
choir director, on his stringed instruments, perhaps indicating that he was also a
priest involved in the temple service. The extraordinary nature of his brief prophecy
supports both inferences. Habakkuk’s prophesy of an impending Babylonian
invasion, three of which occurred between 605 and 586 B.C., the last leading to
Judah’s exile, may indicate a date just before that period.

Context. History doesn’t confirm the above inferences about Habakkuk and the
dating of his book, but those inferences help the reader make sense of the book. If
the dating is correct, that Habakkuk wrote just before the first Babylonian invasion
of Judah, then he wrote during Jehoiakim’s 609-to-586-B.C. reign, during Judah’s
nadir. Habakkuk’s prophesies support that Judah had reached a historic low point,
one to which the evil king Jehoiakim had finally brought the nation. The attacking
Babylonians had no regard for God, trusting only in their own conquering powers,
abetted they believed by other gods. Yet Judah’s ruler Jehoiakim and many of its
people were so corrupt and idolatrous that Habakkuk could simultaneously
complain justly about his own people’s corruption. Corruption was everywhere,
both inside and surrounding Judah. This context informed, inspired, and inflamed
Habakkuk’s discourse.

Structure. Habakkuk is a remarkable book, unusual among even the prophets, in
that he recorded his two extended complaints to God, and God answers those
complaints. Habakkuk’s complaints had to do with God not acting to end the awful
corruption within Judah, nor to remove the threat of the corrupt Babylonians. God’s
two answers in effect told Habakkuk to be patient because God was preparing to
address his complaints. Habakkuk had to be patient, as indeed he was. His book



ends with his prayer to God, acknowledging God’s holy and righteous attributes,
trusting that God would act in due course and time. Habakkuk rejoiced in joyful
faith, even though still waiting on God.

Key Events. Habakkuk’s book does not record specific events, other than the
dialogue between Habakkuk and God. The book’s first chapter opens with
Habakkuk’s brief complaint that he had been crying for help, without God listening,
leaving Habakkuk surrounded by corruption and injustice. God answers that he
would indeed be acting while Habakkuk still lived, using the Babylonians to end
Judah’s corruption, even though the Babylonians were themselves corrupt,
believing only in their own strength. Habakkuk understandably wonders back to
God whether using the corrupt Babylonians to destroy other nations including Judah
is such a good idea. God responds to write it down, that he would indeed destroy
the Babylonians, too, in due time. God’s response is fully effective, for Habakkuk
then prays in an awe-stricken, eloquent testament to the power and sovereignty of
God.

Key Locations. Habakkuk only clearly identifies the threatening nation
Babylonia, not even his own likely home Judah, which he leaves the reader to infer.
Babylon soon became Judah’s conqueror, carrying its people into exile to settle in
its lands between the rivers far to the east. Babylon, though, later fell to the Medes
and Persia, ending in destruction, as God had promised Habakkuk. Habakkuk also
incidentally mentions that God is the Holy One from Mount Paran, which is likely a
reference to Mount Sinai in the south of that peninsula. Habakkuk’s geographic
concern, though, was that the Babylonians were attacking his people, about to carry
them off in exile.

Revelation of Christ. Habakkuk ends his prayer, in verses 16-19, first saying that
he would take joy in the God of his salvation, finding his strength in God his Lord.
He then sees that God has made his feet like those of a deer so that God can make
him tread high places. In Habakkuk’s darkest moment, Habakkuk thus saw his
salvation in Jesus Christ, the strength of God. Habakkuk saw Jesus lifting him to
God’s mountain, his paradise garden, the home Jesus had made for him and
everyone else who looks to Jesus. The whole of Habakkuk’s book, expressing to
God his fear of death and frustration over corruption, but then hearing and trusting
in God’s answer, ending with a vision of God transforming him to bound like a deer
up God’s mountain, is one integrated salvific vision. One cannot miss Christ in
Habakkuk.

Application. How many times have you felt like Habakkuk, complaining once
again to a belated Lord? The lesson of Habakkuk is a highly practical one for all of



us who wonder when God will answer our prayers. God answers in due time. He
simply asks that we wait to behold his glory in action. Patience is a hard thing, and
yet patience is evidence of our faith. One cannot have faith without having patience,
Habakkuk seems to teach us. Habakkuk showed that faith; look at the glory it
produced. Trust God, even when you don’t see him yet acting. If we have no trust,
no patience, no willingness to wait, then we cannot claim faith. Show God your
faith by imploring him in prayer but being patient for his answer.

Memory Verses. 1:2: How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen?
1:5: “Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do
something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.” 1:12:
Lord, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 2:3:
“Though it linger, wait for it;  it will certainly come and will not delay.” 2:14: “For
the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea.” 2:18: ““Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman? Or an
image that teaches lies? For the one who makes it trusts in his own creation; he
makes idols that cannot speak.” 3:13: You came out to deliver your people, to save
your anointed one. 3:19: “The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like
the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights.”


