
Theme. The theme of Nahum is refuge. We see in the world around us, and too
often within ourselves, the chaos of a creation without God. The degradation that
Nahum witnessed around him spurred his prophecies of destruction, but that
degradation also inspired his prophecies that our wholly good God would protect
during that chaos. God is a God of order, safety, and protection. He is shelter in a
storm and sanctuary against oppression. God is hope in our darkest hour for a
coming dawn. Nahum’s inspired mission was to convey that hope to his readers,
against a very dark and threatening storm.

Author. Nahum means comfort, the perfect name for a book about God as
refuge. The first verse of Nahum’s three-chapter book describes him as the
Elkoshite, suggesting a residence in a town the location of which history does not
confirm. A town of a similar name Elcesi was in the agricultural region of
southwestern Judah, not far from the prophet Micah’s home. Whether that location
was Nahum’s residence or not, his prophecies clearly displayed a fear of the violent
Assyrians’ great power, constantly threatening Judah to Assyria’s south. Nahum
thus identifies as Judean, in the concern of his prophecies. Nahum’s prophecy most
likely dates to between 663 and 654 B.C., based on its mention of the fall of Thebes
without mentioning Thebes subsequent reconstruction, during a period that Assyria
was a growing threat to Judah.

Context. If one accepts the dating the prior paragraph suggests, then Nahum
would have been prophesying during the reign of Manasseh, among the most evil of
Judah’s kings, until his humbling near the end of his reign. These days were Judah’s
darkest and most idolatrous, when the people were furthest from God, up until
Judah’s later exile. For God to call Nahum to stand tall with prophesies that both
told the truth of Judah’s fallen condition while also comforting its faithful remnant
shows the depth of God’s love, mercy, and grace. Nahum’s historical and spiritual
context emphasizes its message of humankind’s darkness pierced by God’s
judgment and light.

Structure. Nahum’s book has a two-part structure. Its first chapter depicts God as
Nineveh’s supreme judge, in which he simultaneously shows that he is a stronghold
and refuge for those who trust and obey him. Nahum’s last two chapters depict
Nineveh destroyed in God’s righteous judgment. Nineveh’s destruction would have
been a substantial comfort to the people of Judah, thus making the book’s last part
work well with its first part, in which God had promised to be his people’s refuge.

Key Events. Nahum begins his book with a section on the Lord’s righteous anger
against Nineveh, focusing on the Lord’s good qualities. The Lord is slow to anger
but sure to act, avenging wrongs with his unmatched, earth-trembling power. Yet,



the book’s first chapter continues, the Lord is also good, caring for those who trust
in him during troubles. Indeed, that first chapter ends with an invitation for Judah to
look at the one on the mountains who brings good news of peace and protection
against the wicked Assyrian invaders. Nahum then prophesies the stumble and fall
of the Assyrian’s best troops, the Lord destroying the violent and feared Nineveh.
The book ends with clapping at the fatal wound the Lord has inflicted on Nineveh.

Key Locations. As the prior paragraphs indicate, Nahum’s book recognizes the
great tension between the warring Assyrians, also called Ninevites after the
Assyrian capitol Nineveh, to the north and the weaker Judah fearing their attack.
Judah’s northern neighbor Israel had already long ago fallen to the Ninevites. The
book draws out that tension in Nahum’s prophesies of the greater power of God to
do as he wished with the feared Ninevites. In the course of prophesying Nineveh’s
downfall, and to prove the Lord’s greater strength, Nahum also mentions the
destruction of Thebes on the Nile, deep in Egypt, taken captive despite Egypt’s
power and its alliance with Put and Libya. As is so often the case in the Bible,
geography illustrates Nahum’s theme of God’s power, judgment, and refuge.

Revelation of Christ. As a book of judgment, Nahum reflects that Christ is judge
before whom all knees will bow at the last day. Yet as a book of refuge, Nahum
reflects that Christ is also our refuge, our protector against the forces of evil and our
Savior from God’s own wrath in judgment. Christ defeated forever the forces of
darkness, over whom we now have Christ’s power. As Nahum preached God’s
power to judge the evil of the Ninevites, Nahum also preached Christ’s defeat of the
evil one. With each invocation of God against the murderous enemy Nineveh,
Nahum invoked the resurrection’s power over death, in the salvation of Jesus
Christ. Nahum is not explicit about these revelations, except in verse 1:15 when he
heralds the feet of the one who brings good news of peace. We have that good news
in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Application. Nahum is a cautionary book in the same manner as other books of
the minor prophets, especially Amos and Micah. If not guarding our hearts, we
could identify as readily with Nineveh, for all its wealth, confidence, and military
power, as with the weaker but righteous Judeans. We may find ourselves enjoying
God’s prosperity, stronger and richer than our neighbors. But God wants our hearts
in full devotion. The moment that we begin to become self-assured, using God’s
abundant provision to accumulate power to wield against others in what we
perceive to be our own best interests, we risk losing God’s favor. God wants us
dependent on him, not on the blessings he bestows on us. At the same time, Nahum
offers refuge for us in our darkest times, when others or circumstances oppress us.



God is our refuge and our strength, both lessons Nahum offers us, whether we are
up or down, rich or poor, in or out of power.

Memory Verses. 1:3: The Lord is slow to anger but great in power; the Lord will
not leave the guilty unpunished. 1:7: The Lord is good,  a refuge in times of trouble.
He cares for those who trust in him…. 1:15: Look, there on the mountains, the feet
of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace! 3:1: Woe to the city of
blood, full of lies, full of plunder, never without victims!


