
Evil is plainly a problem with the world, even though God created the world. What
happened? God created the world as good, and not just mostly good but wholly
good. God did not create evil, even a little bit of evil. Genesis 1 states plainly that
everything that God made was good, including humankind. No good God would
create evil. God is not the author of evil. Anything that God creates is good, not
evil. Attributing evil to God is to lie and deceive in so fundamental a manner as to
undermine everything about God, who God is and what God does. One may as well
make oneself a god as to attribute evil to God, or even to attribute to God disorder,
weakness, or confusion.

So, then, how did evil get into God’s wholly good world? God made humankind in
his own image, which included giving man and woman his free will. God breathed
into man the breath of life and put man in his Eden Garden, to let him eat from
God’s tree of life, also making woman to join him. God did not intend that man and
woman make their own judgments about what was good and what was evil. He
expressly prohibited that man or woman eat from his tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. God intended instead to reserve that judgment to himself, for God knows
good and would always choose good rather than evil for his creation.

Man and woman, though, both chose to disobey God, at Satan’s behest, so that man
and woman, eating from God’s tree of the knowledge of good and evil, could make
their own judgments of what was good and what was evil. That one act of
disobeying God, and usurping to humankind the judgment of good from evil,
introduced evil into the world, not as a choice or instrument of God, not
God-created, but as a result of the free will that humankind exercised. Free will
presumes the right to choose either good or evil, and humankind chose evil, to obey
the deceiver Satan rather than to trust God.

Evil is thus the result of human choice rather than the design of a wholly good God.
If man and woman had rejected the deceiver and trusted God, then we would live in
a wholly good, God-dependent, God-submitted world. But the first man and woman
refused to submit to God, as humans since have refused. In doing so, humankind,
not God, brought evil into the world. God could have eliminated evil at any time,
immediately, later, or recently. God is certainly that powerful. He created
everything, and he retains the power to destroy everything, to start anew. However,



if God did eliminate all evil, then God would have to eliminate us, for we, like the
first man and woman, are also corrupt in our intentions, unwilling to always obey
God in all things. God knows our corrupt nature and limitations, knows our
tendency toward evil.

Fortunately, God, as wholly good, fills himself with grace and mercy toward
humankind, those whom he made in his own image. His perfect design is thus not to
destroy all evil at once, and with evil’s destruction necessarily to destroy
humankind, but instead to save humankind out of its corruption through the
sacrifice of his perfect Son. In sending his Son into the world to suffer the worst of
evils, God showed that he would not subject humans to anything, any evil, any
disgrace, that he would not willingly suffer himself. God does not suffer deservedly,
as humans suffer, but undeservedly, to rescue undeserved humans. This unexpected
rescue, this extraordinary design, is the good news of Jesus Christ. God thinks in
ways far higher than humans do, as Isaiah 55:8-9 reminds us.

The good news of Jesus Christ is not a patchwork put over an imperfect creation
into which evil somehow fell, spoiling God’s perfect design. In creating the world
and placing within it a free-will-imbued humankind, God must have known that
humans would exercise that free will poorly. Thus, by bringing his own Son into the
world to rescue humankind and the world from their corruption, God executed the
perfect plan to reveal to humankind his primary attribute, which is love, expressed
in extraordinary humility, self-sacrifice, grace, and mercy. We would not be who we
are, fallen and struggling against evil while simultaneously saved and victorious,
and relying fully on an exquisitely loving God, if God had not so designed the
world.

Evil is thus not in the world to spoil creation nor to corrupt and challenge
humankind, as Satan intends it. Rather, evil is in the world to reveal God as greater
than we would have possibly known, if evil had never entered. We would not have
known that God was willing to sacrifice his beloved Son for us, if evil had not given
him the cause to do so. We would not have known the glory of his Son, his perfect
humility and utter grace, if humankind had not chosen to disobey his loving and
merciful Father. We would not have known the glory that the Son shares with his
Father, nor the cost of extending that glory to us and therefore the high esteem in



which God holds us, if God had refused free will to humankind, knowing that
humankind would exercise it poorly.

Satan intends that evil destroy. Evil is not good but is instead poisonous,
destructive, deadly. Yet God being wholly good, God cannot help but turn evil to
good, and in a way that evil surely did not anticipate because evil does not intend to
bring forth good. That God can make good out of evil, can turn the crushing of the
grape, the suffering of the human soul, into the finest wine, the human soul
accepting his Son’s salvation, shows both the inestimable power of God and his
limitless goodness. No, evil is not the victor. No, God does not bring evil into the
world nor tolerate evil. God is instead the victor, through Jesus Christ his Son.
Humankind brought evil into the world, and yet God vanquished it. Evil’s legacy is
not death and destruction but instead revelation of God’s utter love.


