
The doctrine of eternal security or eternal salvation, that once one accepts salvation,
one cannot lose salvation, is one of those questions about which informed
Christians can reasonably disagree. Keep in mind that the Bible is primarily about a
relationship between God and his people. Doctrine can be important but can also be
something about which we, with intellect far lesser than God’s, can distort,
misunderstand, or simply not agree. In such situations, Christians keep Romans
14:1 in mind to accept one another, though weak in faith, by not quarreling over
disputable matters. Do your best to understand doctrine, but don’t let doctrine
divide you from others who hold to the same sound faith.

Eternal-salvation doctrine finds support in John 10:28, where Jesus says that he
knows those who follow him, that he gives them eternal life, and that no one
snatches them out of his hand. The context for these statements was that Jews had
gathered around Jesus in the temple courts, asking that he state clearly whether he is
the Messiah. Jesus replied that he had told them but that they would not believe
him, even though they saw his miracles. The doctrine finds further support in John
6:37-40, where Jesus says that he will certainly not cast out, or drive away, those
who come to him, who are all those whom the Father gives him. Jesus repeats that
he loses none of those whom his Father gives him. The context for these statements
was that crowds had followed him, asking for answers and signs, to which Jesus
replied that he had shown them signs, indeed had just fed thousands from nearly
nothing, and they still did not believe.

These verses indicate confidence in the continuity of salvation. Jesus holds on to
those who are his so that no one drives them away. Yet the verses also show
salvation to be more than a person’s momentary inclination toward salvation. Jesus
speaks in assurance of those who follow him, perhaps suggesting something more
to following than some weak feeling or disposition. Jesus also speaks in assurance
of those who come to him, again perhaps suggesting something more to coming
than momentary proclivity. If you desire salvation, then be sure to come to Jesus
and follow Jesus, as the Bible otherwise informs us on the meaning of coming and
following. Jesus also speaks in assurance of those whom the Father has given him,
confirming the sovereignty of God. If this reading still sounds like eternal security,
then you have embraced the doctrine of eternal salvation.



Another verse 1 John 2:19 sheds light on these gospel verses, again suggesting
security in salvation, in a qualified sense. John here writes of many antichrists
having gone out from among them but that they had not really belonged to them.
John repeats that if those who left them had belonged to them, then they never
would have left. The context for these statements is that John has warned believers
not to love the world and not to deny the Son in the last hour. So again, John admits
that some leave, but only those who were never theirs. John instead writes that
those who belong to them do not leave. John’s reassurance that they would not have
left if they belonged to them may sound to you like eternal security, in which case
you trust in the doctrine. Yet the qualification that one must first belong also
suggests caution in not construing the doctrine too broadly. Belonging means
something, perhaps much.

Eternal security is not, though, a get-out-of-jail-free card. Yes, Jesus forgives, and
he certainly forgives those convicted of crimes and other serious wrongs. But don’t
ever take salvation as a license for wrong. Those who do take salvation as an excuse
to commit wrongs have not come to Christ, do not follow Christ, and do not belong
to the believers. They are more like the antichrists whom John describes, who never
did belong.

So then, back to the question: can one lose one’s salvation? Jesus clearly spoke the
above verses to reassure those who had come to him, who followed him, whom his
Father had given him, and who belonged. Those verses are reassuring to any who
reasonably perceive themselves to have come, followed, been given, and belong.
Those verses do say to those who come, follow, and belong, not to worry unduly
that Satan will snatch them from Christ’s hand. In that sense, one cannot lose one’s
salvation, understanding that one must first come to Jesus, follow Jesus, belong to
those who follow Jesus, and have been given to Jesus by his Father.

The Bible gives good examples, especially the disciple Peter. Peter clearly came to
Christ, confessed Christ as the Messiah, followed Christ, and belonged among the
disciples, in fact being a leader among them. Yet Peter denied Christ three times
while Christ was on trial. Had Satan snatched Peter from Christ’s hand? Not at all.
After his resurrection, Jesus reassured Peter that he would lead the new faith, as
indeed Peter heroically did. Peter had not lost his salvation at all, despite having



committed an extraordinary lapse. All eleven disciples had run away at Jesus’s
arrest, on the betrayal of the twelfth disciple Judas. Yet every indication is that all
eleven remained fully in the faith after Jesus’s resurrection.

Thus, construe eternal security as the Spirit leads you, in the context in which Jesus
spoke in reassurance, answering the challenges of nonbelievers. Those who
challenged him had not come to him, followed him, or been given to him, and did
not belong among his followers. They received rebuke, not reassurance. But the
disciples who looked on at the encounter received due reassurance. Ensure that you
come, follow, and belong. Pursue faith in Christ with all vigor. Do not rest on
laurels but instead keep your lamp burning in the Spirit. Yet also don’t lose sleep
over losing your salvation. Accept Jesus’s reassurance.


