
Popular culture and personal experiences load salvation with all kinds of meanings
that God did not intend for it. Some think that salvation means some sort of social
standing among cultural Christians, that you’re in with them if you’re saved but out
if you’re not. Others think that salvation means good enough, as in doing enough
good works while minimizing the bad things like smoking, drinking, and doing
drugs, as if salvation was a personal-improvement program for do-gooders and
over-achievers. Others think that salvation is one way to heaven among many other
ways, whether through God, Jesus Christ, or clearing the mind of all things other
than positive thoughts.

Salvation is none of these things. Salvation is instead getting in right standing, right
relationship, with God—not with others, not with the law, not with the Ten
Commandments, not even with Christians, but with God. Salvation is all about
one’s relationship with God. Indeed, salvation is going from no relationship with
God because God does not associate with sin, to intimate relationship with God
because God sees only his Son’s sacrifice when looking at the sinner who has
confessed Christ. And there, you see the critical role of Christ in salvation, that no
one gets close to God other than through the Son’s sacrifice. Salvation comes by
Christ alone and is getting into right relationship with God.

One can almost just as well conceive of salvation as moving from one place to
another, as one first conceives of salvation as moving from no relationship to
relationship with God. Salvation is a spiritual process the Spirit leads drawing one
into God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom is an uncorrupted place, an eternal and perfect
place, a paradise, where God is present and unchallenged as wholly authoritative
ruler. Indeed, on the cross, Jesus said to the confessing, also-crucified criminal that
the criminal would that day join Jesus in paradise. The criminal’s confession, born
of the Spirit, had brought him into right relationship with God, who then assured
him of his place in paradise. One thus sees at once both the relationship aspect and
the place aspect of salvation, in the context of salvation’s process aspect, the
confession of Christ.

Why does salvation matter to you? Right relationship with God is everything. It is
not only the difference between spiritual intimacy versus spiritual apathy, spiritual
vigor versus spiritual sickness, wisdom versus foolishness, discernment versus



blindness, peace versus conflict, fellowship versus isolation, home versus
wandering, and many other similarly valuable things. Even more than those huge
differences, right relationship with God, salvation, is the difference between life and
death, indeed, eternal life versus eternal death. Salvation is rescue from hell’s
punishment, from eternal death, into eternal paradise. Is that enough? To Christians,
it certainly is.

Salvation becomes a challenging cultural concept, a negative concept in the eyes of
the world, for a couple of reasons. One is that the world does not seek relationship
with God, indeed tries to satisfy without God. Those who live in the world, like the
questioner, relying on the material and sensual things that the world offers, do not
necessarily feel unsaved. The material is, for a time, enough. Worldly things
temporarily satisfy their hunger, want, desire, confusion, anxiety, and lust, and their
pride, ego, selfishness, narcissism, and ambition. For a time, the worldly sense no
need of rescue because nothing especially threatens them. Embraced by the world,
immersed in the world, they do not feel lost.

The world may satisfy for a time, but it cannot satisfy for long. The world is
material, created, carnal, and temporary. While teeming with life, the world is
everywhere corrupted by decay and death. No one lives forever in the world. Death
faces us all, posing again the question of rescue. And death is exactly that from
which Jesus saved us, first from sin, and then from what sin inevitably produces,
which is natural and spiritual death. And so yes, anyone who wishes may reject
salvation, may reject Jesus Christ, in favor of what the world so readily but so
temporarily offers. However, they do so having made a fool’s choice or, if not that,
then weighed down by burdens and tricked by illusions that hide the truth from
them.

Christians know the necessity of salvation’s choice, that we must all make that
choice, whether by conviction, reason, or default. That knowledge is why Christians
make such a big deal about salvation. Salvation is worth so much, indeed worth
everything, and is so freely available to all, that Christians must share that good
news. To not share the good news is not to care about another’s life. If one loves,
then one shares the gospel. And Christians love, as their Lord Jesus Christ loved.
Salvation is thus no light subject for Christians but instead at the core of their being,



as it is at the core being of everyone else. Salvation is not a cultural castoff, a
stepchild to the world’s fortunes and fames. Find another word for it if you must,
but treat it as worthy of your all.

Salvation is Christ saving from loss, loneliness, and lament. Salvation is saving
from desperation, despair, and death. Salvation is saving from Satan, silliness, and
oneself. Saving means rescuing, overcoming, defeating, and replacing. Saving
means going from worst to first, from slavery to freedom. Saving means going to
God, to the One who is love, liberty, and truth. In Matthew 13:45-46, Jesus told the
parable of the pearl of great price. When the pearl merchant found the one great
pearl, he left his merchant trade and sold everything that he had to buy the one pearl
of great price. God’s kingdom, salvation, is the one pearl of great price. Jesus was
the great price, the greatest possible price. Given the price, the pearl is worth it.
Salvation is worth everything. Leave everything and sell all for your salvation. And
never sell your salvation.


