
God’s heavenly realm is a real place where God’s people, those whom his Son Jesus
rescues out of sin, reside with God forever. God lives with you in heaven. A
primary meaning given the Bible’s Hebrew and Greek words for heaven is that God
lives there, in the highest of three heavens, with the earth’s atmosphere as a first
heaven and the starry realm as a second heaven. Heaven is God’s place, his
kingdom, meaning the place from which he rules all, as his throne in heaven
represents, recorded for instance in Psalm 103:19. Jesus also resides with his Father
in heaven. God took Jesus up to heaven after his resurrection, as the disciples
witnessed at Jesus’s ascension, from which Jesus will return to earth in his second
coming, as Acts 1:11 indicates. Heaven is where the Father and Son reside together
with those whom the Son saves, as John 14:2 indicates.

Put aside any thought that heaven is only imaginary, something about which the
living on earth only dream. The Bible consistently represents heaven as a place to
which the saved go, indeed as John 14:1 records, where Jesus has built a house or
dwelling place for each of those whom he saves. Jesus promises that he will return
to take each of his saved to the place in heaven that he has prepared for them.
Heaven thus holds individual places for each of its residents. Indeed, you may,
Isaiah 65:21 records, also build your own house if you wish, and plant and harvest
from your own vineyards.

In Revelation 21:1-2, the Bible represents a later heaven, a new or second heaven
after Jesus’s second coming, as a descending holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven to earth, adorned as Jesus’s bride. The new heaven is also a
new earth, indicating that the heaven in which the saved will live eternally is on the
transformed earth, the new earth without corruption and decay. The primary feature,
though, of the new heaven and earth, the vast descending city, is that God’s glory
shines there, as Revelation 21:11 records. God’s glory is so evident continually to
all residents, that heaven has no sun nor moon for light, as Revelation 22:5 records.
God’s glory lights all heaven. Heaven is so fabulous that its vision overwhelmed the
apostle John, who fell as though dead, he records in Revelation 1:17. God has filled
and ordered heaven with fabulous stones and jewels for its residents to behold, such
as crystal-clear jasper.



The Bible gives substantial information as to what heaven is like for its residents,
enough that if we accept an accurate representation of it, we should find it desirable
in the extreme, indeed everything for which we could wish. Heaven will have no
conflict, no harm or hurt, only peace, so that predators like wolves and lions will
rest with, rather than attack, their former prey, as Isaiah 65:25 records. Nations, of
which heaven will hold many, will not war any more. All in heaven will instead be
perfect love, as God is love. Deserts will blossom for heaven’s residents, and
wildernesses welcome them, Isaiah 35:1 records. Jesus will drink the fruit of the
vine with his saved in heaven, Matthew 26:29 records him saying.

Heaven is a large and spacious realm, a country, Hebrews 11:16 records, a material
place with physical features such as mountains, fields, and rivers. God originally
created the Garden of Eden, a paradise in which humans were to dwell with God.
Heaven appears to restore the Garden. The river of the water of life flows through
heaven, watering trees and plants. The Garden’s tree of life, that which God
originally created but kept Adam and Eve from reaching, feeds the residents its
fruit, while its leaves heal the nations, as Revelation 22:1-2 records. Heaven has
twelve spectacular gates, Revelation 21:12 records, and twelve spectacular
foundations, Revelation 21:14 adds. As striking as the Bible depicts heaven, heaven
is beyond what humans can describe, 1 Corinthians 2:9 records.

The saved whom Jesus has rescued will have physical bodies to enjoy heaven, but
bodies that are free from pain or disease, as 1 Corinthians 15:40-49 records. Our
heavenly bodies still bear a relationship to, indeed a close identity with, our earthly
bodies, which God transforms, as Philippians 3:20-21 records. Jesus showed the
disciples his transformed body, in which they recognized him, even examining his
crucifixion scars. We will recognize ourselves and others, including loved ones here
on earth, and not just superficially but for who they truly are, as 1 Corinthians 13:12
intimates, saying that we will see face to face, fully known to one another. Even
though we know ourselves and one another, heaven will permit us no regrets, no
more tears, pain, or sorrow, as Revelation 21:4 records.

These features of heaven the Bible clearly depicts, not as our imagination but as a
genuine realm. One could with reasonable inferences extend these revealed features
into all sorts of pleasurable imaginings, as many do. The Bible does not discourage



but rather encourages us to consider things above, things in our future, things in
heaven. As Colossians 3:1-2 states, we should keep seeking heaven where Christ
sits with his Father, setting our minds on those things rather than things here on
earth. As 2 Corinthians 4:18 states, we fix our eyes not on the temporary things that
we see but on the unseen that is permanently to come. As 2 Peter 3:13 states, we
look forward to the new heavens and new earth that God has promised us and that
he fills with his righteousness. Matthew 6:33 records Jesus saying to seek God’s
kingdom first, letting God grant you earthly things as he wills.

What God has revealed of heaven is clearly enough to feed sound imagination, to
whet the appetite for that which, or indeed for him who, God created us, when God
surely created us for him. We are, Colossians 3:1-2 states, to set our hearts on things
above, not earthly things. Heaven’s blessings are more than imagination, for as
Ephesians 1:3 states, God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heaven.
The greatest attribute of heaven will always be that heaven draws us to him, into his
glorious presence. Heaven is real and attainable. Know and love Jesus, for as
Philippians 3:20 states, our citizenship is not here but in heaven.


