
Jesus indeed finished his work on the cross: crucified, dead, buried, and resurrected.
His last words were exactly that, it is finished. Christ accomplished all that he
needed to accomplish, all that his Father asked him to accomplish, when he
willingly hung from a cross for us, a sacrifice to absolve those of us who will accept
it, for our sin. We need only accept our need for his absolution, his rescue, and then
believe that he rose from the dead, just as he did. Our salvation is then complete,
without more for us or for Jesus to do, even though we remain in a broken and
unredeemed world.

Jesus’s completed work on the cross does make his second coming a challenging
subject for some, yet one on which Christians nonetheless do well to dwell.
Christians know full well that Jesus’s second coming is not in any sense to repeat
his completed work. No one will crucify Jesus again. He died once, for all. Jesus’s
second coming is instead his triumphant return, if you will, a victory lap. Jesus has
already ascended to the Father’s right hand to take his throne, his place at the
Godhead permanent, assured. His return will thus not be as humanity’s humble
servant but as humanity’s triumphant King. He comes to let the world see his glory,
and out of the world to gather those in his embrace.

Jesus’s return will thus be more than triumph, because while he has completed his
salvation work, the world is not yet fully redeemed. Didn’t you notice? Sin still
works in the world, still apparent in decaying nature, while also still embedded deep
in the human heart. Believers still witness to Jesus’s resurrection, beseeching others
to join them in God’s coming kingdom, under the blood of Christ. But some still
refuse. Jesus won the victory, but the work of his witnesses on earth is not yet done,
until the good-news message reaches the last one. Only then will Jesus return to
take to heaven those who made the good-news choice.

Dozens of Bible verses and passages predict Jesus’s return. The gospels of Matthew
and Mark, the book of Acts, and the Bible’s concluding book of Revelation, show
Jesus returning as he ascended, on the clouds, but this time visible to all, with
worldwide fanfare. When all have heard the gospel, all have considered the
gorgeous choice, then the whole world will witness Jesus’s return with power and in
great glory. He will come to gather to him, to return with him to heaven, those who
made his choice, who embraced his offer. At some point, an instant will come on



everyone at once, Jesus taking his with him, while leaving the others behind to
wonder what will next come. All who have confessed Jesus as Lord and taken heart
in his resurrection will return to heaven with Jesus, to their place Jesus made for
them.

No one will know the precise hour of Jesus’s return, which is why he counsels to
keep watch. Believers are to remain in the Spirit, prepared at any hour for his
return, so that they may join him in paradise. Many deceivers will claim that they
are the returning Messiah, and many signs will appear of his impending return.
Indeed, the earth will first endure times of great distress, greater than any previously
seen, when many will turn from the faith, their love grown cold. People will point
to false messiahs, some even claiming that Jesus has already returned. But do not
believe them, for everyone worldwide will see and know Christ’s return.

Jesus’s first coming saved humankind from its sin, opening a path for all, back to
the life-giving God, restoring to humankind its original destiny as resident in God’s
eternal kingdom. Jesus’s second coming will end sin, so that Jesus reigns
uncontested on earth for a thousand years, in his glory, judgment having taken place
in full justice. That judgment, sudden, unpredictable, yet foreshadowed by great
distress, is why every believer must prepare.

The world indeed has a sense of foreboding, of coming cataclysm, not as if things
get progressively better, more peaceful, more secure, but instead as if things get
progressively more dangerous, more unstable, more threatening. What passed
two-hundred years ago for great anxiety, a hundred years later looked tame, during
a first World War. What created awful anxiety during that first World War then
looked tame decades later during a second and much-more-threatening World War.
Today, the weapons of war are far more powerful and more numerous, and in many
more-unstable government and individual hands, at a time when, to many, natural,
climate, and space disasters, and worldwide disease, threaten even more.

These threats, this insecurity, this foreboding evil and anxiety, is what Christ’s
return, his second coming, fully redeems. God would have offered an incomplete
story if he had stopped with Christ’s resurrection, for the world shows that the full
story is yet incomplete. While Christ wears transformed body, we do not yet. The
world hasn’t seen its transformation, its redemption into glory, either. God will soon



grant Christ his due reign over the earth. We need only be ready, having made the
good confession, and maintained our witness to the end.

Some see Christianity as a sweet and sentimental ethic, a convenient faith for the
simple and weak. Christianity is instead a full revelation of the world’s origin,
purpose, and course. It deals not only with the beginning in God before time and the
end in God’s eternal kingdom, but also with the redemption of the fallen world in its
violent and unstable state. Christianity further deals with the world not in the
abstract, not in the theoretical, as if individuals were somehow uninvolved,
insignificant. Rather, it deals with the world in the concrete, with each of us deeply
involved and most significant. The world is indeed Christ’s stage, but we are not the
audience. We are instead key players in his every act.


