
The question of who God is, what God is like, what his character reflects, is
certainly a good one, an important one, so much so that we should all ask and be
able to answer it. If we don’t know who God is, then we’re going to have a hard
time believing that he exists and a harder time desiring to know him. The point,
though, is to get a clear picture of who God is, from reliable sources, rather than to
let popular notions or our own speculation lead us astray.

Fortunately, we don’t have to speculate about who God is. God gave us a clear
record of who he is, indeed of what he would do if he were here, walking among us.
Guessing isn’t necessary. We have in Jesus the perfect blueprint for who God is,
indeed for how unfathomably much he loves us, so much as to give absolutely
everything that he had for us. As the above section explains, God above all wants us
to know him. That alone should tell us something about him, that he isn’t any of the
things that the questioner suggests. A God who wants our desire, our intimacy?
That’s not a vengeful God. That one central characteristic of his, that he desires our
innermost yearnings, contradicts every popular misconception about God.

The Bible is a millennia-long revelation of who God is, through what he has said
and done. One cannot take snippets out of that long history and hope to get a true
picture of God. Does a single bad day define who you are? God had no bad days,
but he had many days dealing with rebellious people. Yet that’s what God’s critics
do, take snapshot views of God to misrepresent his character. Christians instead
read the Bible with a broader and deeper view of who God is. Every action God has
taken, he has done with larger purpose, for the good of each one of us, as well as for
the good of all.

Take the questioner’s example of rules. The Old Testament indeed records God
giving lots of rules, not just the Ten Commandments. God’s rules were good rules,
healthy rules that make life better when one follows them, like not stealing or
murdering, or taking your neighbor’s wife. Yet God is not primarily a rule maker, a
traffic cop or hall monitor. God gave the law not simply to make us healthier, better,
surely not to trip us up on technicalities, nor to make of our lives no-fun hardship.
God had better reasons to give rules, because God is more than a rule maker or law
giver.



God is a Savior. The commands that God gave were part of his larger plan to save
humankind whom he made in his image. God, though, first had to constitute a
people. God had just drawn the Jews out of Egypt into a nomad nation. His people
needed rules both to guide themselves and to distinguish themselves from the
corruption out of which God drew them. But God had bigger reasons for rules than
simply to identify a chosen people. God was going to do something so dramatic and
profound that he needed to prepare hearts, set the stage, or people would simply fail
to grasp God’s dramatic intervention.

God is a redeemer. Through his chosen people, God was going to save the world
from its own corruption, not just tinker with it, but utterly redeem it into perfection.
Rules were only part of God’s greater grand plan for redemption. People think
pretty much of themselves, have you noticed? Rules show that we’re not that much,
that we can’t even stay within basic lines like telling the truth and keeping our
hands from other people’s things. The rules, which none of us keep entirely,
although we’d be much better off if we did, show us that we’re broken, in need of
God’s help. God’s grand plan, then, was to satisfy the rules for us because only he
could. God’s law was to turn us to him for redemption.

Because God is also a lover. God wasn’t going to satisfy the rules just because he
loves rules. No, God instead loves us. God couldn’t embrace us the way that a
perfect God would, and we couldn’t embrace him in our brokenness, without both
sides somehow dealing with God’s perfection and human imperfection. That divide
between God and the humans whom he made in his image meant dealing with the
rules and our inability to keep them, to be like God in the way that he could fully
embrace us. God has now made clear through Jesus Christ that God’s law centers on
just two things: loving him, and loving your neighbor. Jesus summarized God’s law
in those two commandments, when a rules expert among the religious leaders of his
day came to test him, an account that Matthew 22 records. The rules expert asked
Jesus the greatest commandment. Jesus answered to love God with all your heart,
soul, and mind. But then he added that to love your neighbor as you love yourself is
like the first commandment to love God. All law comes from these two
commandments.



Now, that doesn’t sound like such a demanding, arbitrary, or vengeful deity, does it?
The apostle John wrote in his first letter that God is love. He wrote that when you
fail to love others, you show that you don’t know God. Those who love show that
they know God, while those who don’t love show that they don’t know him. God’s
commands still matter, but they matter because of love. John tells us so in 2 John 6,
writing that to love is to obey God because God commands love. What matters most
is love. If you don’t like rules, or don’t know God’s law, then start with love. As the
apostle Paul wrote in Romans 2:15, those who don’t know the law are sometimes
quite good at obeying the law because they have the law on their hearts through
Jesus Christ.

So, God is far from a hard slave master. He is instead a God of great liberty. He sets
us free from meticulous law-keeping by giving us his heart for righteousness. He
helps us love, which supplies the greatest freedom of all. This God whom we want
to know? He is beyond special. We do the right thing when we inquire after God.
He shows us his goodness. And as he does, we gladly worship him. Then, we know
how and why he made us. Then, we have all we need. Christians know this God.
They hope that all others come to know him, too. Christians know God because he
showed them exactly who and what they need, and then supplied it in his own Son.


