
Theme. Isaiah’s theme is salvation. The prophets carry a deserved reputation for
condemnation of the Israelites’ idolatry and other sins of their people and leaders.
Isaiah’s voice joins that judgment-of-God chorus. Yet Isaiah does more than simply
condemn sin and idolatry, forecasting the judgment of God. Isaiah further
prophecies the coming of the nation’s deliverer, the Messiah. Jews treasured Isaiah’s
book not for its midnight but for its dawn. Isaiah’s theme is not merely judgment, a
theme it would share with the other prophetical books. Rather, its theme surpasses
judgment to point the reader to judgment’s other side. Something or someone must
exist beyond judgment. Isaiah tells us what or rather who. Beyond judgment,
salvation comes from the hand and in the person of the incarnate Lord. Through
Isaiah, Israel anticipates its Messiah. Through Isaiah, Christians see certain
prophecy of the gospel’s very good news. As Isaiah 12:2 assures, “Behold, God is
my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.”

Author. Few doubt that the book Isaiah records prophecies and experiences of
the prophet Isaiah, just as tradition firmly credits Isaiah as the book’s author. While
much of modern scholarship divides the book into three sections, each written or
compiled by different authors, that work, sound, helpful, Spirit-guided and informed
or not, does not alter that the book represents itself to be the words and experiences
of Isaiah. We know from the book itself that Isaiah’s wife was also a prophetess and
the mother of his two sons. We also know that Isaiah prophesied during the reigns
of four kings Uzziah (referred to in 2 Kings 15 as Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz, and
(most notably for Isaiah’s recorded influence on the king) Hezekiah. Isaiah may
have died under and by the brutal hand of a fifth king Manasseh. Isaiah prophesied
during the Israelites’ long decline, between about 739 and 681 B.C., when Israel’s
idolatry and Judah’s injustices showed that the people had wandered far from God’s
desire for them.

Context. The condition of Israel generally and Judah more specifically, during
Isaiah’s life, is the prophetic book’s most-significant context. The kingdom had
divided nearly two-hundred years before Isaiah began to prophesy. Assyria then
conquered the northern kingdom Israel halfway into Isaiah’s prophetic term, exiling
survivors to that nation. Judah would not follow Israel into exile for another
hundred years after Isaiah’s prophetic term, but Judah was still in steep decline
during his prophesying. The first king under whom Isaiah prophesied, Uzziah
(Azariah), reigned fifty-two years doing right under the Lord but without removing
the high places where Judah’s people sacrificed to other gods. Consequentially, the
Lord made a leper of Uzziah who had to live in a separate house until his death. The
next king Jotham followed a similar course, although without the resulting leprosy,
reigning sixteen years. Then came the awful king Ahaz who burned his son to death



in offering, 2 Kings 16:3 tells us, according to the other nations’ despicable
practices. The good king Hezekiah, though, reigning twenty-nine years in
Jerusalem, is the one with whom readers most-closely associate Isaiah. Hezekiah
heeded Isaiah, removing Judah’s high places and destroying idols to other gods.
Hezekiah survived Assyrian siege under Isaiah’s reassurance and in prayer to God.
He also survived deadly illness in prayer and prophecy, though he failed to raise a
godly successor to the throne, leaving Judah to his evil son Manasseh. Isaiah’s
reader quickly discovers the complex and at times dire political, military, and
spiritual milieu in which Isaiah prophesied.

Structure. Isaiah’s sixty-six chapters make it such a long book as to be
challenging to recognize its structure. The book’s complexity increases given that
Isaiah prophesied over such a long period, under several different kings facing
differing circumstances. The book is also not necessarily chronological. Rather,
Isaiah’s organization, itself not entirely consistent throughout the book, is first to
present Judah’s problem that it was pursuing and trusting the wrong things
including unfaithful leaders, other gods, other alliances, and themselves. Isaiah
29:13 summarizes its first part with God’s observation that the people talk a good
line but have hearts far from him. Isaiah’s second part introduces the solution,
which is to trust God who, verse 40:18 assures the reader, has no comparison.
Those who trust God will, verse 40:31 assures, renew their strength. Isaiah’s third
part sharpens the solution’s focus on the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is the anticipated
Messiah (9:6-7), a servant (42:1), pierced for our sins (53:5), one with us in person
(7:14), making intercession while bearing our sins (53:12), and carrying the Lord’s
Spirit to preach this good news (61:1). Isaiah thus lays out before the perceptive
reader the full gospel, although in prophetic anticipation.

Key Events. Isaiah is such a long book, filled with so many dramatic prophesies
foretelling or connected to so many seminal events, that a brief summary is hard to
share. Isaiah begins with prophesies of warning, proclamation, the glory of the
Lord’s coming, and the Lord’s judgment on Jerusalem. Only then, in the book’s
sixth chapter, do we read of the Lord’s call of Isaiah as prophet to the Lord’s
coming. Chapter nine famously prophesies again of the coming Immanuel, God
with us, as does chapter eleven a third time. Chapter thirteen begins a series of
prophecies against Judah’s enemies, right up to Isaiah’s prophecy in chapter
twenty-one of the fall of Babylon, followed by a similar prophecy as to Judah’s fall.
Chapter twenty-four records Isaiah’s spectacular prophecy of God judging the earth.
But the Lord will soon deliver Israel, Isaiah continues, and a righteous king reigns
on the earth. Chapters thirty-seven to thirty-nine record Isaiah’s prophecies to king
Hezekiah. Chapter forty-two records Isaiah’s first servant song, describing the



coming Messiah’s humility, amplified with a similar song in chapter forty-nine, a
third such song in the next chapter, and fourth and fifth songs in later chapters.
Chapter fifty-three foresees the Messiah’s crushing, the punishment that brought us
peace. Chapter sixty prophecies the new day’s dawn in glory. The extraordinary
book ends with Zion’s blessing. Read Isaiah in the Spirit to see the glory of the
Lord.

Key Locations. While the book’s salvation message means everything to the
individual, Isaiah prophesied primarily to nations, where the subject includes
geographic location. The locations his prophesies addressed, mostly condemned,
ranged as far as Egypt and Cush east of Sinai’s faraway Red Sea, to Babylon far to
the west and Assyria to the north, not to mention nearby Moab and other tormentors
of Israel and Judah. Isaiah’s main target, though, was Israel, indeed his home Judah
and its capitol Jerusalem, where Isaiah was so prominent as to have palace access.
When Assyria’s Sennacherib threatened to besiege Jerusalem, Hezekiah sought
Isaiah’s counsel. Isaiah shared the Lord’s word that the Lord’s angel would defend
Jerusalem, as the angel did by striking dead one-hundred-eighty-five-thousand
Assyrians. Isaiah also initially prophesied Hezekiah’s death but, when Hezekiah
prayed, returned with the Lord’s word that the Lord had relented. Isaiah is thus a
book of great regional and internal Israelite history. Its main contribution, though,
will forever remain its prophecy to the human heart, not any city, nation, or region.

Revelation of Christ. No prophetical book, indeed no other book of the Hebrew
Bible, is as clear, compelling, comprehensive, detailed, and extraordinary as Isaiah
in its revelation of the coming Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. Isaiah prophesied to
every stage of Jesus’s life, from the announcement of his coming (40:3-5) to details
of his birth (7:14), good-news ministry (61:1), crucifixion death (52:13-53:12), and
anticipated return (60:2-3), among many other such references. Those references
the Jews knew so well and so fully embraced that Jesus employed Isaiah’s
prophecies in revealing his identity, nature, and purposes. Isaiah left no doubt for
the Christian that when prophesying Israel’s salvation, and the broader salvation the
coming Messiah would bring to the Gentiles, Isaiah was foretelling the very Jesus
Christ of Nazareth who came, served, died on the cross, and rose from the grave to
restore to God’s intimacy all who look to him. Isaiah’s prophecies assured the world
of its Savior Jesus Christ.

Application. Isaiah’s great application will indeed always be to know and
embrace the long-foretold, prophecy-fulfilling world Savior. Isaiah shared the
gospel many hundreds of years before Jesus fulfilled the prophecy. The book’s
application then is to seek salvation in none other than the Lord Jesus. Isaiah also
serves a dire warning against idolatry in all national forms, especially as to power,



violence, and unholy alliance. Those warnings, though, also have individual
application. Another application that Isaiah shares is to know the Lord in the
humble person whom he is. When Isaiah’s prophesies remind us of Jesus as the
suffering servant, taking on the world’s sins out of love, seeking world redemption,
we turn again to the good news for which our hearts long and our mouths have
confessed. Readers, do as Isaiah did, which is to tell of the good news of Jesus
Christ. Let you, too, be Jesus’s herald.

Memory Verses. 7:14: Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 9:6: For to
us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. 32:8: [T]he noble man plans noble deeds, and by noble deeds he stands.
35:8: A highway will be there, a road that will be called the holy way. 40:31: But
those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 42:3: A
bent reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not snuff out. 45:15:
Indeed, you are a God who hides himself. You are the God of Israel, the Savior.
53:2-3: When we saw him, nothing about his appearance made us desire him. He
was despised and rejected by men, a man who knew grief, who was well acquainted
with suffering. 53:5: He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved. The
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
55:8: For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,"
declares the Lord. 60:1: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord is dawning upon you. 61:1: The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 64:6: All of
us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy
rags.


