
The Old Testament prefigures Jesus Christ in many ways, as the prior section
introduces. Christians see the Old Testament as preparing the way for Jesus, step by
step, through humankind’s most-remarkable history of a new, God-formed people,
the Israelite nation, into which Jesus came and out of which the Christian faith rose.
But the Old Testament did more than record the history of the Jews as preparing the
way for Christ. The Old Testament also repeatedly showed types, premonitions,
outlines, or illustrations of the coming Christ, figures in whom one could see Christ.

Some typologies are merely referential, less than a full type, as when in Genesis
1:26 God said let us make mankind in our image. Us? Who are the us? Our image?
God’s reference to a plural form indicates to Christians that Father, Son, and Spirit
already resided in the Godhead. Other typologies foreshadow more of Christ. Jonah
spent three days in the deep, in the belly of a great fish, before God brought him
back for the fish to spit him out on land, to go preach repentance to Nineveh. Those
three days are parallel to the three days Christ spent in the tomb before his
resurrection, as Christ himself said, recorded in Matthew 12:39-40, when predicting
his death and resurrection. And Jonah’s preaching to the repentant Nineveh was like
Christ preaching repentance, as Christ himself said, recorded in Luke 11:30-32.

Other typologies, though, are more complete, full depictions of an extraordinary
figure. An angel appeared to the wife of Manoah saying that she would bear a
Nazirite son dedicated to God from the womb. Sound like Jesus? God sent the angel
to Manoah to confirm what the angel had told his wife. Manoah asked the angel of
the Lord his name, but the angel replied that his name is beyond understanding,
then ascending toward heaven in the flame of a sacrifice. Sound like Jesus? The son
whom Manoah’s wife bore was Samson, an incredibly strong man whose
self-sacrificial death brought down a house of evil rulers. Sound like Jesus?

Joseph is another Old Testament type of Christ. Jacob, whose beloved son was
Joseph, was the natural father of the nation of Israel. God, whose beloved Son is
Jesus, is the spiritual father of Israel. Joseph tended sheep, while Jesus is the good
shepherd. Joseph’s brothers betrayed him, selling him as a slave into Egypt for
twenty pieces of silver, much as Judas betrayed Christ, selling him for thirty silver
pieces. Jesus’s parents Joseph and Mary also took Jesus into Egypt to save his life
from Herod, as Joseph saved his life in Egypt from his murderous brothers. Joseph



then saved his brothers, appearing to his brothers as having come back from the
dead, as Jesus saves us, literally come back from the dead. Other parallels abound.

Moses also prefigures Christ, spectacularly. Pharaoh had ordered the murder of
Jewish infants, as Herod ordered the murder of Bethlehem infants, except that
Moses’s mother saved him through Pharaoh’s daughter, as Jesus’s parents saved
him taking him to Egypt. God called Moses out of Egypt to the promised land, as
God called Jesus back from Egypt to Israel. Moses later drew his people out of
slavery in Egypt, as Jesus draws us out of slavery in sin. Moses drew the Israelite
nation out of slavery by escaping through the parted Red Sea, passing through the
waters, as Jesus saves us out of sin’s slavery, drawing us through baptism into his
cleansing. Moses was the most humble and faithful, as Jesus is the most humble and
faithful. In Hebrews 3:2-3, the apostle Paul notes Moses as a type of Christ.

In another remarkable typology, Genesis 14:18-20 records that when Abraham was
victorious in battle over several kings in rescuing Lot, Abraham returned with the
spoils of war to an encounter with a mysterious most-high priest Melchizedek,
whose name means king of righteousness. Sound like Jesus? The passage also
identifies Melchizedek as the king of Salem, which was the location of the later
Jerusalem or New Salem and God’s holy temple. Foreshadowing Jesus?
Melchizedek shared bread and wine with Abraham, blessed Abraham for God Most
High, and accepted a tenth, or tithe, from Abraham. Sound like Jesus? In Hebrews
5-7, the apostle Paul explains that Jesus came from this order of Melchizedek, who
prefigures Christ.

Some see typology as something more than prefiguring Christ and instead literal
appearances of Christ in the Old Testament, theophanies, revelations of God.
Genesis 17 records the account of God appearing to Abraham and Sarah, saying
that Sarah would conceive so that Abraham would be the father of many nations.
Genesis 18 records that later, Abraham encountered three figures at his tent, one of
whom repeated that Sarah would bear a son to Abraham. Sarah, eavesdropping but
too old to bear children, laughed. The passage then identifies one of the figures as
the Lord, with whom Abraham then contended to save the corrupt Sodom. Sound
like Jesus?



Some typologies show an antithesis or opposite of Christ, as in the case of the first
man Adam. As the apostle Paul articulates in Colossians 1:18, Adam was the first
physical man consigned to die, while Christ was the first spiritual man raised to
eternal life. As Paul writes in Romans 5:18-19, Adam was the first man to sin,
Christ the first sinless man, in Romans 5:14 saying specifically that Adam’s sin
prefigured the sinless Christ. The Old Testament fills with other prefiguration of
Christ, positive and negative, thesis and antithesis.

Christ himself explained how the Old Testament reflects him and his coming, his
salvation of the world, to the disciples who walked the Emmaus road, as Luke
24:13-33 records. Christ had just risen, leaving the empty tomb, exciting all
Jerusalem. Two disciples left Jerusalem to walk to a town a few miles away, when
Christ appeared with them on the road. They did not recognize him, though, as he
kept them from doing so. Christ did, though, explain, beginning, as the passage
says, with Moses and all the prophets, what the scriptures told about himself.

The Old Testament scriptures are the history anticipating, prefiguring,
foreshadowing Christ, preparing the world to receive him. Christ himself said so.
God’s entry into his world through his Son was such an astounding, glorious, and
history-changing event, that the Son could not just come. God had first to prepare
us for him. The Old Testament events and scriptures recording those events clearly
did so, as God himself revealed.


