
God parting the Red Sea is among the most significant of the Old Testament’s
miracles. God had just called his people out of hundreds of years of slavery in
Egypt. History was witnessing what it had never seen before, a nation withdrawing
out of a nation. Yet the Israelites, well over a million in number, immediately faced
destruction. Although Pharaoh had let Israel go, he promptly called on his army to
pursue and destroy the fleeing nation. And now the Red Sea stood in the way of
Israel’s escape, with Pharaoh’s army bearing down on them.

Israel passing through the Red Sea’s waters was both a historical event, indeed a
military victory with the destruction of Pharaoh’s army as the waters returned, and a
symbolic passage. A holy God cannot accept a corrupt people. To join God in his
holiness, one must pass through the cleansing waters, as Israel passed through the
Red Sea. God must immerse us in a baptism of water, indeed cleanse us in the red
blood of his Son, so that he can birth us again, a spiritual being baptized in his
Spirit. Passing through the Red Sea was Israel’s literal salvation from Pharaoh’s
army but also figurative salvation under Jesus’s blood, from slavery in sin.

God parting the Red Sea for Israel to pass through for its military salvation
prefigured Christ’s blood making the way for all to pass through Christ for our
spiritual salvation. The Old Testament everywhere prefigures the New Testament.
God drew Israel out of Egypt, out of slavery, when the Lord struck down Egypt’s
firstborn but passed over the Israelites who had marked their doorframes with the
blood of a lamb. The slain lamb prefigured Christ, the willing sacrifice, whose
blood causes God to pass over Christ’s followers, accepting them out of slavery to
sin and into his kingdom.

Thus, God parting the Red Sea for the Israelites is not simply a grand gesture, an
unusual if spectacular moment in history. Christians instead recognize it as a great
foreshadowing of the gospel. God acts throughout history with purpose. His
miracles are not flashy shows, made for film or television. His miracles point to his
plan for humankind, in this instance to bring us back to him. One cannot lightly
pick which of God’s demonstrative miracles to believe or disbelieve, without
undermining faith in God’s plan for salvation. As Christians know that Christ rose
from the grave, leaving an empty tomb, after he poured out his blood for us, they



trust that God also did the miracles that foreshadowed the greatest miracle, Christ’s
resurrection.

As the above question and its illustration demonstrate, some prefer natural
explanations over God’s supernatural action. Naturalism, as a worldview, does not
account for, but instead dismisses out of hand, supernatural events, or explains them
away by natural causes. If seas parted, then wind, tide, or drought must have been
the natural cause, not God’s act, or the event just didn’t happen. Naturalism has no
room for unnatural events, even for the action of a creator God.

Of course, expecting natural laws to control natural events has its place. We all
expect the world to operate in generally predictable fashion, although even so,
natural events are extraordinarily hard to predict, as nature seems to follow a largely
unpredictable course. Chaos theory, a sort of science for surprises, even has its
theoretical butterfly effect, in which a very small change in initial conditions, like
the single flap of a butterfly’s wings, may change the course of whole systems. And
that’s science, mathematics, and statistics, not faith or religion.

Natural systems, though, do not constrain God, who created nature and nature’s
laws out of nothing. To judge by natural laws only, within a strict school of
naturalism, whether God could part the Red Sea, makes no sense because God is in
character the creator rather than the creation. If you wish a small god, one whom
nature’s laws limit, then you have already relinquished the God who is above and
over creation. One’s conclusion always begins from one’s starting point. Christians
know the creator God, not a being who resides only within creation and who
therefore could not be God.

In that context of regarding God as who he is, nature’s creator rather than its
creation, many sound Christians find full reason to accept the Old Testament history
of a people Israel drawn out of an enslaver Egypt. That momentous event in history
happened, as surely as hundreds of years of Jews in slavery preceded it and
hundreds of years of Jews enjoying freedom followed it. Christians further accept
Exodus 14’s description of God driving the sea back with a strong wind all night,
until the water formed a wall on the left and right. Is wind not capable of piling up
water? And when the wind withdrew, wouldn’t the seas flow back over the
onrushing Egyptian army?



God’s parting of the Red Sea is not at all a difficult miracle to comprehend, given
the natural means, wind and water, God used to accomplish it, even if in
supernatural course and timing. God didn’t turn an Egyptian army into rabbits. He
didn’t do anything that would have made a circus or magic show of his great power.
God has no need to show, to prove, that he does as he desires, that his plans prevail
even over vengeful armies. He simply acts, leaving an extraordinary record of how
his acts fit his salvation plan perfectly.

We do not judge God’s record. His record judges us. What we think of God parting
the Red Sea is prelude to what we think of God raising to life the crucified and
entombed Jesus. What we think of God parting the Red Sea is also prelude to what
we think of our own salvation. God offers you salvation, but not without the blood
of Jesus. Are you willing to walk through the Red Sea with God blowing the land
dry before you? Do you accept Jesus’s blood in your cleansing and God’s Spirit in
your newborn life? If so, then his victory and a gorgeous promised land await you
on the other shore.


